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IN VSVRPING ECCLE- 
SIASTICALL POWER AND | 
vhs OFFICES. 
AND THE MISERABLE ESTATE | 
| of them that pertake of her fornication, . 
Reyclation 18,44 | cs ; 
F Come out of her my People, that ye be not pertarkeys of w- 
ber ſonnes, andthat yereceyve not of her plagues, WEL” 
is the yeare of our Lord, 
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CES Ds SELLS 
THE PREFACE TO THE 


R eader. _— 


= 7 Was 4 queition propnetically aſked of 
&I Þ hoſe times, Wheran the Church and truth 


AP of God ſhou'd (ſuffer greateit perſecution and 


= and the People imagine. a vaine thing? 
” The Kings of the Earth ſet themſelves, 


and againſt his Chriſt, ſaying :. Let us breake-theite 
bands alunder , and caſt theire cords from us. But for 
all theſe furies and deviſes of men, ho are not Iewes indeed, 
Chriſtians indeede, but Gentiles and Feathen. Yet, ſaith Gid, 
I have I ſet my King upon my holy hill of Syon;azd that 
| 4s hejaith, to havethe Heathen for his inheritance , 4d 
the ends of the Earth for his pofſeſſion : <zher to rrle 
them bj the rod of his power, by the revealed word, or zo 
'break them in picces like a Potters veſſel : Forir had 


be inſtructed ye ludges of the earth : Serve the Lord 
with feare, &c. For as the Church of God 1p generall, [6 


our Iudge, the Lord is our Lawgiver , the'Lord is our 
King ; and that therefore it Were a happy thing , if Princes 
and States Would be pleaſed 10 conſider , that ihey are onely 
Lords over men properly and direttly , as they are theire ſub- 


| ſpiritually bis ſubjefs ; Withall , that God ts nat pleaſed with 
Yo. A 3 unwilling 


I 


& the Rulers take counſell together againſt the Lord, ' 


jedts , and not as they are Chriits Diſciples, Chriſtians, and * 


$26 


oppoſition , why doe the Heathen rage, Pſa; z; 


beene {.:yde , He ſhall judge among the Nations. Well Ifa,2; 
therefore is it added, Be wiſe now therefore o ye Kings, 


L 
every true member of it, Wi'l be ready toſay , The Lord is Chap.3% Ss 
| . = % 
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#nwilling Wor ſhippers , whereby neyther Chriſtian ſocieties 

, are bertered , nor the perſons themſelves : For While all are 
sompelled ro a conformitic,gſpecially if it be in things not ace 
cording to the word of God , manyhaveing preſently theire 
Religion in reſpe of mans authority, not of Goas, become 
FHypocrites, T imefervers, and a kinde of Atheiits : & Which 

#5 Worſe , ſuch-men , by theire formalitie , though they have 
litleelſe in them, dve oft attaine authority in ſuch Churches, 
and thereby get dominion over mens faith m other things. 
For though in the primitive times, the Biſhops of” Rome had 
20 ſuch ample power , yet the fi. it ſtep to it Was that of imp» 
ſing conformitie in things deviſed by men , & by them coun- 

- ted indifferent and innocent, hw; proffitable and neceſſary; 
Which power beeing graunted them , they ſooue got authortty 
b over all Miniſters and People , and then ſo-much over Kings, | © 
that in verie pollicie, they thought it theire beſt courſe to hold | ® 
all theire ſubjeits, in matters of Religion , 10 the obedience of | #! 
the Church of Rome , rather then to adventure the danger of 
her diſpleaſure; whereby they brought both themſelves, ana bh 
#heire ſubjetts mto a far Worfe thraldom, then that of the F- | Þ' 
£yp'ian bondage. - 
What reaſon then is there , that this power , thus Popsſbly he 
taken up. ſhould /t1ll be maintayned againſt the poore ſubjeas? | 


= = ww. «indi @aSracocy ccacouac7f 


From the beztning it Was not ſo. For the Ancients finding th 

+ the bur len impoſed by Heathen T rants to be intollerable, M 
Terenl, ſayae that it is no propertie of Religion, to compell to hi 
| Religion : which vu$ht to be taken up freely; thatno ty 
LaQtanc, Ian 1s forced by the chriſtians againſt his will, ſeeing he a 


that wants faith and devotion is vnſerviceable to God: 
ad that God, not beeing contentious, would not be 
worſhipped of the vnwilling. | 
4nd in dcede after be had manifeſted his Whole truth, & |. of 
the new leruſalim, bis true church, if theſe things would | 6% 
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; | wot ſerve id convince men, he ſaith. He thatis vniuſt , let - 4 


eties 
/ zre | him be vniuſt till, and he that is filthie, let him be fil-Revatzy, - ® 
ace | thie ſtill: and he that is righteous, let him be righteohs 
cixe | Nill.Ter doe 1not denie all compulſion 19 the hearing of Gods 
ome | word, as the meanes to worke religion, & common to all ſorts 
hich | good and bad, much leſſe excuſe civill diſobedience, paliiated 
ave | with religious shewes and pretences,wvſed by_Annabapiiſts & 
hes, | others,or condemne neceſſarie reſtraint of publik idolatrie, 
"2s. the excerciſe of all erroniow religions : So a5 theſe rules of 
had | Teaſon be held inwiol:ble: That the bond betweene Magiſtrate 
po» | 4nd ſubjc@t is effentially civill, but religions accidentally only, 
wn. | 7h ugh eminent : So that hets only :0 hinder and puniſh that 
17; which God v0uld have hintrcd and pun? ſhed; and to cheriſh 
rity that ontf which God Would have cheriſhed; and not by the 
I2s, cunning of prevaricators, who [cyve not the Lord leſus, but 
old | #heire owne bellies , to be dr awne either to hold them guiltie 
eof that follow Gods Teſtament, or thoſe guilileſſe, who erre in 
y of theire hearts & prodtiſes, becaule they have not known 
ind | bis waies;0y indeede will know them;whence it may come to 


paſſe,that he that perſecutes the chu: ch of Chriſt, drf eaeth 
the Synagogne of Satan may thinks he doth God ſervice; When . 


he hath ra:her. cauſe to feare that he. helpeth his grand ene- 
mie the devill. I have th:refore endeavourcd 10 ſhew theſe 
things in the fallof Babylun;and Withall,that as the chriſttan 
Magiſtrate hath his power of Magiſtracte from God , which 
his Chriſtianitie ſerves to [andtifie and dire; ſo undonvied- 
ty heis to w/e it for God and his honour , and that in his true 
worſhip tn which he is eſpetrally honoured , and, only againſt 
the contrarie. T he worll doth ring of three complaints. 

1, When a Stateprofeſſeth the reformed Religion , & bath 


Ee nrches governed by Flacrs Wweere as it canto the pradtiſe 
of the primitive Churches tt by atolleration, or counruance 
Þ2 es leave 10 Annabaptiits, nA YMmInans , Lutherans, Pa- 
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piRts, and others, to have Chrierimehe fame Cities; © 
2. When a State is of the' Popiſt:Religiot \; dvd maintayres 
et , yet both ebves abſolme tolleration tothe beform hel 
gi0n, and contemnes it, as 1y France, vin by 
3. When a State prefefſeth the Proteſtant Relighus , aud 
Withall a hierarchie , traditions and Ceremonies , Which are 


ng all confutatidn of them ;, and ef It ome other Popſh & 

in;an tenets and prattiſes, much conntved at, 

In the two firit , men ſay , if Sathan have a Synagogue 6r 
Thront in the one ende of a Citie, yet Chrtst hath a Throne in 
the other , his Timple is open, and his Servants have liber - 

. Beto ſerve him , as the primitive Churches did , neyther ts 
a1) man compelled to other , they may freely preach & rite 


Srl nw” all errours ; This canngt be ſayde of the third; and 
EY | b. 5 erefore, if a poore Chriſtian, that Would fite out of Babylon, 
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be forutd to auell in one of them , let him learne by Chritts 
Word, in Which he onght to take up bis habitation. 


| Romigſhe, commanding all ts a conformitte in them, and for- 
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And the mi 
. of her Farmtcation. 


H E church of Epheſus, wlſo had only left her 

firſt love in ſom few things , in zcale againſt Rev.2;J 

& them that were evill, intrying the Spitts, in la» 

” bourand patience, which may ſeme to be ys» 

= ic ſmalc faults, in reſpe&t of thoſe which 

"F may befound in the churches of theſe times,  _ 
'_ 


ahh . Was yet-rold ÞyGyiſt that ſhe wag fallen. The | 23,5 | 
chanch of Thiatira ad byr ſuffer 4 oÞþap Iczabgl to teach Verſ, 28g, » 


34. 


A 
MW 


people, HMthey glee Shirgs fa ſacrificed vnto idols, and yer 8+ 4Ay 2 
Chrifffath this as to Fedhcerbem to commit formigation. eAndl © | _— 
gave er rhe ent of her fornicatton , and ſhe repented not. Be- 

hol ld, caſt her into a rar » and them that commit fornication F :; 


With her into greate tribulation ,. except they repent of theire deedes. , 
end 7 Will kill ber children with death , and all the churches ſhall K 
know that 1 am#he that ſearcheth the reines and. the bearts. Beac: 
'knowled geth het charitie, and {ervice, aud fauh, and patience, and Verſ.19, = 
ber works, and the lai; tobe more thenthe ff ial yerAl this will | | -4 
not {erye,' if ſhe 'prefumeTo teach gay thing that he hath not. ' I» 3 
taught, if ſhe doo notkeepe hs Yorfto rbe eng, bur give a liberties "1- by 
Fhcte He piyes none 53 Weak vfanltbe.not Ic pented of; he Verſf26, me 
&isibe'Sonncef God, aff vholCgesareas.a flare e. of fire, 
ge itpightnor bowing ars. that ir ſhag) be (cycrely Ply 
p, {ted , and _—_ tore 620 ech. tcanigrgicth.in many 
"0 | Tg 


Pag. 37. 
Adorat, 


I.Cap,5. 


Revagats. 


$*,. | ſword; 8&the gremte {laughters they ſhould make aw6g chriſtians. 
"Mt s, Fx, Aud yetic is ſaide, The reſt of the men which Were not killed by theſe 
"* k '_"phignes, repented not of the Works of theire hayds, that they sbowld not 
-"Þ 


uy which neitber can ſee , not ME walke. That they Worſhip des 
tion to. all vils while they receyve doftrines of devils,is ating true enough: 
Ghriftian And ho whoever , Ringames hath Chewed it to be fulfilled in nife 
Monarchs 
De cultu 


lib,3, diſp, ted they of theire murders, nor of theire ſorceries, nog, 


| thiire Agnus Dei, that Will ſlaken fire, of the hallowed ſhirts, and di-| 


nd corporall , 


" 


2 T he fall of Babylon. 


things,” for therefore lic 'adderh 4nd 7 will; give vnto every” ane of 
you according to your Works. But this our gu acious Lord hath not 
_ warned charches of the myſterie of iniquitie, the generall 

ned after Antichriſt , the fall of Babylon, and the cup full 

abominations. and filthines of her ha ata r i ſho 
would make the nations to drinke; but hathralfo by his Servants 
convinced cher, and all that commit” fornication with her of all 
thoſe abhominations. Pleſſes ſheweth huw xhe myſterie of ini- 
quitie was oppolcd in all ages. And when theſe could-net pre- 
vaile with them, to make them leavetheire wicked works; bur 
the laſt were ſtill more], and-worſe thenthe firſt, Chriſt-fuff:red 
heavie judgments to fall on them, declarcd in the yifion of the 
' trampets ; where among; the reſt, that of the fixt is remarkable; 


whereby is ſignified the comming in of the Turkes with-fice and 


Worship devils, & idols of gold & filver, & braſſe & ſtone & if Wod, 


them, coying Hs for Worſhipping of devils; loake youre greate leſuited Ang 
Dottor, Vaſques: and as for all the reft, it's the aye dottrine of the Kin, 
Romim church. eAnd then it ts ſubjoined in this txt. Neither ſes h 


fornication nor of theire thefts. By theire mwrdersy theire perſecu- 
tions are meant, and bloadie maſſacres. For theire ſarceries, conſider of 


pers ſorts of Rel:ques and alſo of prayers that will preſerve men from. ! 
the violence of ſhot, > fire, of ſward, of thunder, and ſuch like dangers; 
And judge if this be not verie like to ſorcerie and incantation of _ 
mes. By theire fornication is > both theirs ſpirituall fornica! 
by reaſon of cf theire churchmen fr 
mThariage: They are gwiltie of theft ealing from God the cg 
greatues of powey due to him. yy b Wing it upon theire be 
ſo (Iwill 4dde one "0 ylurping other Ecclefial 
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T he Full of Babylon... - Eo 


Call offices, and depriveing them of theire places, who wereſer 
aboute his throne.) As alſo by heaping up treaſure With theire ju=. 

gling wares , and marchandiſe of the Soules of men, by Inbiles, Par- 
dons, Reliques, and ſuch like ſtrong deluſious. : | = 

When theſe Iudgments would not reclaime them, Chriſt ſent | 

forth Mcſſengers, One Angel , haveing an cycrlaſting Goſpel to 

preach ynto them that dwell on the earth : which the beſt expoſitors 
take to be meant of Wickliſe, or of him with Iobn Huſle and 

others : And there followed another Angel, ſaying , Babylon is verſ.8,9. 
allen, 1s fallen Which,manytakc to be mcant of Luther and others, 

e-Lnd the third eAngell followed them, with a loud voice, denoun- 

Cing eternal damnation to every one that ſhould worſhip rhe Beaſt, Rev.15.6, 

and his image, and receive his markg in his forhead, or in his hand. 

Yea the Loud ſent out of the Temple ſeaven Angels, haveing the 

ſeaven laſt plagnes , clothed in pare and White linnen. After the four 

firſt had powred out theire vials , In ſtcade of amending Chap. 26, 


Rey, 14.6, 


them, ir is {aide, they blaſphemed the name of God, Which hath power 9, 

of theeſe plagues : that is, they blaſphemed the word of God, by 
which,obceing cleered, they were now ſcorched, as by fire: they 

{| blaſpheme the crucand bright ſhining ſenſe, which now was ma- 
nifcſted: end they repented not to give him glory. So when the fife 

Angel powred - out his vial upon the (cate of the Beaſt, and his verſ,ro; 
Kingdom Was full of darkyeſſe: which ſeemeth to be donne in Pleſ- 

ſes his hiſtoric of the papacie, and the like works : by which in- 

deede his Kingdom, which many had thought to proceede from. 

the light of Gods vcuth, appcared to be full of darkneſle: For all 

this in juſt:fying of ir, they blaſpheme the God of heaven, and as it | 

1 is added, they repented not of theire deedes. Therefore no marvaile Vetl.r2: 
if the next be powred out onthe river Evphrates to drie vp the | 
.| waters of it, that the way of the Kings of rhe Eaſt may be prepa- 
red to deſtroy Babylon (where the river, as Babylon it ſelfe, 
mount Sien,leruſalem,the Temple and other things maſt needes 
be myſtical! ) and at the powring outof the ſcaventh vial ſhe 
Jcomes in remembrance before God , to give her the cup of his 


 wrathe, and then God calleth to his pcople to take heede of per- Verſyrs, 
ietking of her finnes, that they reccivc not of her plagues, 
cal 'S | For 
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Rev. 2, 


4 The Fallof®ahtin, 
For as Chriſt ſaide of that Iczabel in Thiatire,? will caſt ber in- 
to a bed, and all that commit fornication with her into greate tribula- 
tion: So wee maybe ſure will be donne ynto them. that continue 
in any of the Babylonian corruptions. For conſider the meaning 


of thar laſt clauſe, and all that commit adutterie with her, Which is 


not meant of them only that then lived in the bofom of thar 
church, but of all others that thcn , or afrer ſhould fall into that 
her firſt errour;ycathough they ſhould: be,at cnmitic with her, for 
her after errours, or not Know her:there arc none exempted that 


- fall into the ſame errour,only,e fs many 45 have not this doftrine: 


marke, and ſo for the dutrinc of the Nicolaitans, of Babylon, 
or any other : therefore if a man foifake all Babylons errours, 
ſave one; if he hold þut one of the hiſt, as this aboute Biſhops, 
which is the roote of all the reſt , he commitnteth adulterie with 
her in that, hepertaketh of her ſ{innes, and may receive of her 
plagues. She hath many others. It is true , that all nations haye 


drunk of them. Thereformed churches haye therefore dilco- 


Gal,3.t5. 


vercd and abandoncd.them: Among which , the church of Eng- 
land will not acknowledge that, thovgh ſhe retaine dioccflan Bi- 
ſhoj $,theirc courts & pO Werz1n impolng divers Romiſh cuſtoms, 
canons,and ceremonies, that yet theele are any part of theBabylo- 
nian corrupiions , for which ſhe 15 taxed in the boly Scriptures, 
and at the laſt rewarded. Some , ſeeing Biſhops beare ſuch fway 
in the church of England , do plainly aftirme that they are of 
God, and ordaincy in the new Teſtament, knowing that other- 
wife fo greate power and authot ity in the church cannot be law-: 
fn'l, (ceing the Apoſtle faith, thowoh it be a mans Teftamcnt : Jet if 


it be confirmed, no man diſſauulleth ur addeth thereto, much Ictic ro 


Gods. Others thece are, that if you tell them, it was an inven- 
tion of che Romaniſts, and other Clergie men, aftcr the death of 
the Apoſtles : they ſo much reyerence that church of Martyrs, 
that they care not much whether it be of the Apoſtles, or them, 
which is a yeric greate follic and vanitic, ({ceing our Lord taxeth 
fo many churches of thoſe times with greate corruptions, and it 
hath bcene manif.ſted that the church ofRome, both in this caſe, 


and many others , did quickly g:ow worſe then them all; that '} 


many 


The Fall of Babylon: 
many were the preſuwptions and burdens, the laide on the 
church; that the foundation of divcdlan epilcopacie, was ma- 
King the paſtors of greate/cutics , to be al waics preſidents: of Si- 

nods; which fo increaſed theire ambority, that in time the ticle of 
Biſhops came to be reftraincdto them, who beciog in {ich power, 
were as readie to takeit, as others in flatterie to give it, | 
And why then ſhould ſo much be aſcribed to theire Synods, 
ſecing ſo many fooliſh and preſuryprious things were determined 
by then? As abouts Temples, Altars, Males, veſtments , holy 
water, orders, Metropolitans, all yerie ſuperſtitious, and ſo much 
for theire owne glorie, that Aw ichriſt rofe out of them? Our 


Lord faith, he that ſpeaketh, of him ſelfe ſecketh his owne glorie: but 
he that ſecheth h1s olorie that ſens buy (by tpcaking his txwch,, as in 
the two veiles beture) the lame is true and no vnrighteonſnes u in Alſo chap, 
him : which argues , that they who ſpeake any thing belides his 5-38, 
revealed will, who {peake any thing befides his truth , or com 
maund what he hath not commaunded, thc y are falle and ſ{ccke 
theire owne glorie, yea, & there is much vncightcoutnes inthemy 
they defile a church , they ſpeake that which they have ſcene 
with chcire father; and that therefore thoſe prelates, who ordai- 
ned theſe things ſought theire owne glorie z dchied the church, 
and were guided by other ſpirits, then the Spirit of Chriſt, who 
only r#ks of Chiiſts, and ſhewes vnto men, Which is alſo plaine Ek 
by this, that, to theire owne glorie, they are more obſeryed then , 
the commaundements of God, as Lent , and other things then 
deviſed. So Teleſphorus fought his owne glorie, when he or- p1,;jqa in 
dained, That in the night of Chrifts birth day , three maſſss ſhould be Teleſ, phor. 
gelebrated, the firſt at midnight, when Chriſt was borne in Bethelem, 

| the ſecond at the breake of day, when he Was known to the Shepheards, . 

the third at the time of the day When he was nailed on the croſſe: for 

after that hower it Was forbraden to celebrate it. Becauſe Paul faith 


TIoh.7, I 3, 


ap,r6, 
3+T44 


As oft as ye eate this bread , and drinkg this cup, ye ſhew the Lords 
death: therefore in the primative church, they oft received the 


Sacrament, commonly onceevery Lords day; which was well. 
But this was no warrant for them to deviſe to ſhew his death by See Plati. 


þ a kinde of Sacrifice , as Alexander firſt invented ,'and fomiime in Alex, 


B 2 twils 


Tdem in 
Eleuther, 


Idem in 
L:phcrin, 
an, 193. 
Icdem 11 
Caliſt, and 
i0 Steph,1 


6 The Fall of Babylon. 


wiſe or thriſe in a morning in this ſuperſtitious mannet ; whick 
ſoone ſerved hypocrits for a pretence of [eſſe preaching, or hea- 
ringe the word, growing. ignorant, and making the maſle , or- 
daincd in thoſetimes , the chiecſe part of their religion , which 
mult needes be much to thcire glorie (in an Antichiiſtian ſenſe) 
that (peaking of themſelves deviſed it, and were ſo followed in 
it. And fo in ordaining dioceſlan Biſhops , Archbiſhops and Pa- 
triarchs after the exawple of the flamins, Archflawins, and Pro+ 
roflamins, as Platina and others ſhew. Indeede all ordinances 
did greatly increaſe theire glorie, were they never ſo fooliſh; 
becayſe they, beeing in honour , h:d ſtI1 flatterers to defend 
them, and perſwade obcdicnce to them, Therefore, reade Das 
maſus, Platina and others that write thcire lives, and you ſhall 
finde there was then ſcarſe ar.y.B. of Rome, that did not invent 
ſom ordinace, leaſt he ſhould be thought an ill huſband in increas 
fing the glorie of his Sa. Zepherinus ordained that the eup in the 
Sacrament ſhould be of glaſſe , and no more of wood, as it was before. 
This was after altered and commaiunacd to be of gold, filver or pewter. 
Caliſtus ordained that there ſhould be a faſt thriſe a yeare on the ſatur- 
aay for corne, Wine and oyle, which after was changed to the faſt at 
fower times. Stephen 1. ordained that Prieſts ſhould not weare holy 
garments, but in the church and in celebrating holy rites , leaſt if they 
did otherw:ſe, they ſhould fall into the finue of Balthaſar, Who:tonchea 
the holy veſſels with prophane hands, lu the umcs of the Apoſtles, 


befo:e pre {byters wore {uch 041 Ments, b: forc Sarp!ellcs, coapes |: 


and ſuch veltments were taken from the hcathen, there was litle 
ncede of luch an ordin:nce. Howlocyer the Sctiptures do (o 
forbid prophane cariaze at all times , anda,in all Chriſtians, that 


| this needed not to keepe prieſts from becing drunke in theire 


Surpleſſes. What ſhould I ſpeak of hallowing grapes on the Ale 
tar, and ſuch like fooliſhordinances? The verie ſhame of thoſe 
agcs, and of them that ſo much reverence theire inventions, and 
canons for theire Antiquitic, But it is rather , becauſe Vrbanus 
made one which encicheth the Prelates; becauſe Dioniſius limi- 
tid the confines of divers diocelles, and Cajus diſtinguiſhed ths 


orders; becauc thoughin all thele things , they ſpake of them | 
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thou thougbteſt that I vvas alogetherſuch a one as thy ſeife, That is 
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(elves, yet they were confirmed inthe councell of Nice who in- 
'deede ſought Chriſts glorie, and ſpake our of his Teſtament in 
her creede. But whether ſhe ſpake of her ſelfe, or of theeſe Bi- 
ſhops of Rome, and theire inventions and cuſtoms , in her other 
Canons aboute Biſhops, the Reader. may linde by the Scrip- 
tures, if he doe bur obferve that rule of C hciſt: 7f any man Wwilldoe Toh. 7, 17, 
bis will, that is, be ordered by it, he ſhall know of the aobdtrine whe - | 
ther ik be of God, er whether } ſpeake of my ſelfe: Men can not know 
the truth in this point, becaule they arc not willing to know it, 
much leſfe ro doe it, and hold it faſt, as they are willed. 
But becauſe God hath ſuffered dioce!lan Biſhops ſo many. 
hundred yeares , and hath not ſodainiy {laine them, when they 
began to innovate, as he did Nadab, Abihu, arid Vzza, there- 
fore men are lo fooliſh, as to thinke heis ſo well plealed with 
the invention , that, now it ſhould not be ſo much as queſtio- ' 
ned 3 when they know, if-that argumenr were good, the like 
r:ght be faide for Antichriſt,” who began to riſe and rFaivne 
with them: yer wyll not men (cejt. - Mech: lefſe will they be- 
"Teeve,that as for |ciTer preſ{tiptions in the Corinthians, Paul faith, 
for this cauſe many are weake and ſick, and many ſleepe; (0 God pu- 
niſhed theſc,as well at theire fartt rifing, with tacperſecutions, as 
' ſince, with many plagues '{piritual & temporall. Becauſe ſentence Fecl,s.rr, 
apainft an twill vvuorke ts not execmeaſpecd:ly,therfore the heart of Pla,;o.41 p 
the Sonnes of men 1s fully ſet in them to doe eutll. 7 kept ſilence and 2, 


21.31, 


—— 


wel enough plealed with thy works * But I woil reprowe thee and 
ſet thems in order before thine eges:avd as the Piophet ſheweth, God Tex Fel. J 
infictcth his puniſhmets onacitic or people,to make them ſeehe 4.5. 
his trathand to bring them to the knowledge ofit : O Lordare 112-26. 9. 
not thine eyes ypon the truth? thou haſt ſtricken them,but they hawe not 3+ "*+ 
griened, for they knoW not the way of the Lord, they haue broken the 
2oke & bur$t the bounds. When thy judgments are inthe earth , the in- 


*habitants of the World Will learne righteonſnes. The godly will , bat 


let fanour be ſhewed to the Wwicked,yet will be not learne righteonſneſſe: 
Nor yet when the hand of God is ypon them : When thy hand is p,, Fes, 


lifted vp » they Will not ſee : But they. ſhall ſee & be aſhamed for their 34, 
B 3 envis 


| 


, .. a 


S The fall of Ba*ylon, 
eunie #t the people: and as he faith ina like calc. 1 the day vphen T | | 
I vife, I will viſit thewe finne vpon them. In the meane time, why | , 
er.T2,1, . > 
Habak, :, ſhould any godly man be fo moved at their profſperitie,asto pu . 
13, forth his hand to their wickedneſlc ? or in diſcontent to ſay, 
wherfore doth the way of the Wicked, proſper , Wherefore are all they | © 
happy , that deale verie trecherouſly ? For then he will make them |, 
| to ſee, that kis church iscalled the Tebernacle of the Teftimonie.. | j, 
Reu, 15.5, The Temple of the Tabernacle of the Teftimonie in heaven Was opened; | , 
Chap.11, end ther was ſcene in itthe Ark, of his Teſtament. To {bew vs; | 
I9, that as, vnder the firſt Teſtament, all things concerning the op 
- Prieſts & che {ervice, was.to continue according to the ficft inſti- | p, 
1.5am.z, ation, {o ought ir to be ymder the new. 7 did grue, laith God,to | ., 
28 Elie) no the howſe thy Father all the offerings made by fire , to let |1;1 
him know , they ought to haue been contemed with what God |,;. 
had giucnthem , and not to take more , as his Sonnes did : the de) 
Teſtimonie was as well concerning the office and right of the |, 
Prieſts as other things, there was not any thing to be lutfered of |, 
coueteoulſnes, ambitious vſurpation, or humane inuention. lie: 
"IR So was irto. be ynder the new T<cltament, For when God by | _ 
19.46.:\. Moles had ſpoken of Chriſt, and that which he ſhould {peake |,,, 
51 his nameitis addcd in the next words , But the Prophet which |, 
ſhall preſume to ſpeake a Word in my name , Which 1 hane not com- | 
gt maunded him to ſpeaks , ewen that Prophet ſhall die. And when |, 
Rev,224 Chritt ſaith, /f 4 9an ſhall adde vnto thele things , God ſhall adde |,,. 
_ onto him the plagnes written in this booke ; wee are not onely to ; 
take it of thruiting things into the text , or-adding to 1t 3 but of 
| ſpeaking, and in his name impoling on Churches and people |, 
things in religion, which he commaunded not. God lo taxed WW 
Ta. 19.13. this taultin the Icwes, that he counted all things yea theyr verie | -. 
Mar,1 5.8. worſhipping of him to be yaine, while this was luffered. Becauſe |, 
in the primaczue Church , men did not ſtrine to overcome the me 
intrudirg of inventions., by holding faft Chrcifts works vn'o 
the end , but lct in , now a title and then a litle , the truth was |;..: 
daily betrayed and loit , and fo it muſt needes be where they are 
maintained , the lefler preſumptions make way for the greater. | 
Pla.4-3+ Gods word and truth is his glories Bur, faith he \ how long will ye 


. TarYng 
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. The fall of Babylos. ”, Y8- 
phenT |. my glorie into ſhane? yes this thoy doe, who: would-make it 
4 why | defend,orallow , the inyentions and precepts/ of men,. This is 

4 4 ut | a harlor like rrick,to gine, her huſbands goads and glorie,to her 

O 1aYs adulterers ; But as Iſracl and Iudah did it, {o haue Chriſtian 
LY | Churches: Thovs Rome walt at fickt atamons Church, bn like 

them ther, thon didft 1rwft in thine ovwne beamtic and playedſt the harlet Ezech, xg; 
PortI« | becauſe of thy renvvone ; thou diſt deale yery treeberouſly and Ela. 48. 5" 
ened; Waſt called a tranſgreſſor fron the wombe. How ſoone did the faithful. chap.x, 

W Vs, Citie become an Hurlot? It Was fell of judgment,righteewſnes lodgod In 

3 tho it. But now murderers &c, The Prophets Prophefie falſly , and the I 
inſti- Priefts beare yiulle by theire meanes , and my people lowe to haxe ut fo : 
d,to | 4 what will they doe im the- end thereof : 1 an{wcer they made a 
o let [1;1,. cuſtom, and long continuance a warrant for theire inuen» 
God |1;ons , as they doe, that vpon like grounds defend cuill. They bs 
: the d:ſpiſe the Law of the Lord, And their hes catiſed them to erre af ter 05,2. 4) 
F the Which their Fathers Walked. They wonld raiber doc as their 
dof |. hers tiad donneand taught, then as Godrcomimaunded. By 
treaſon thi eof men talke in yaine , that-tel|rhem of Gods ordis 
d by nance. They cannot hearken: Behold the wara of the Lord is ynta 
eaKe them a reproach: they bane no delight im it. 1 hae written to him 
mich the greate things of my Law, but they where counted as a (trange Ing. Hoſ 8. x2: 
om | And the reatenis weli elnen , Can the Ernopian c/2ange bis [ kin? | 
hen |, ;4,, Levpard his ſpots? then may ye alſa dee good that are accuſts- Chapt 3. 
cade \dto dveevill. All men ace (ubject ro ftinde cxcules, and even tor 23+ 

yt \wreftthc Scriptures to defend ancicnt cultomes. | 
tof It was Gods graciuus promile vnto them for all this : / will Tfa.1, 25, 


ple urge away thy drofſer eAnd I will reſtore thy Tudges as at the firſt, & __ þ 
xcd thy connſcllours as at the beginning. Wee law he hath promilcd as | : Fe Oh 
HE much in the cafc of his church:for the day of the Lord of hoſts ſhalge = 

ule | pon epery one that ts prowd and loftie , that ts lifted wp y ana he ſhall 

the e brought low. In the meane while, wee mult know, hc plapted a Chap.s, 1, 
WO Finyard in a very fruitfwll hill,and be fenced it: he looked that it ſhould ; 
vi bring forth grapes, andit brought forth wild grapes: ther forc he tooke 

a kway the hedge thereof, and it Was not digged and pruned as it ſhould 

Cf. be. So was the hedge taken from the church inthe time of the 


[Je perſecutions , when ſhe brought forth the wilde grapes of mens 
Fang mm Ko 2 inyen- 
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10. T he fall of Babylon. 
mT inventions. Men will confeſle it was for. ſome fine ,. as Iſrael 
Ezech, 5.6 Was alwaies plagued , Becamſe they tranſpreſſed the lawes , changed 
Amos, 2.4 the ordinance (marke, changed the ordinance) brake the eyerla- 
ſting covenant. Though they kepr it in fundamenrall points of 
religion, yet with Korah , and Vzzah they brake and changed it 
'--7 In Ecclefiaſticall order, ſorviceand ceremonies, which opene 
 the-gap-to greater tranſgreſſions, Had they; continued in his 0 
\ , - > dinances, doubfles they had never bcene fo afflited , he would 
Exod.34. have beene to them as he promiſed to I{rael , 7 Will caFF ont the 
24 _ nationsbefore thee, aud enlarge thy borders : neither ſhall any man de- 
fire thy land, when thou ſhalt goe #:p to appeare before the Lord thrice 
1m the yeare 3 he would (o have tuicd theire enemies hearts :. but 
when mcn'obſerve not his ordinances, or like the Angels keepe 
not theire f1:{t eſtate, then by his plagues, he ſeckes to abatetheire 
pride. Now wee ſhall have ſcene that inthe primative church,the 
Clergie did ſoone decline from his waies in {uch things, & were 
Iſa.9.16. Plagued, both they and theire people. For the Leaders of this 
Chap.;z2. People cauſe them to erre , and they that are led of them are deſtreicd. 
Chap. 42, So, they that rule over them make them to howle , and my name con 
24, tinuallie every day z blaſphemed. Who gave facob for a ſpoile , and 
Chap,8,16 7ſrael to the Robbers? Did not the Lord , he againft Whom wee have 


ſinned? for they Would not walks in his waies, &e. And therfore he 
ſaith binde up the Teftimonie , Seale the law among my Diſciples, 


Certaine that lived deſpiſed in corners, and perſecuted, even of 

ſome of thcire owne brethren, while he hid his face from the howſe 

Ter, 2198: of Facob. For, faith he , in vaine have 1 ſmitten your children they 
+3717" received no correftion : your owne ſword hath devoured your *Pro- 

| phers &c. For the iniquitie of his coveteorſnes Was 1 Wroth and ſawote 
him. 7 hid me and he went on frowardly in the Way of his owne heart. 

| So thar Covetcouſnes hath in all azes beene the roote of all 
evill, eſpecially in church-men, For every one is giyen to coveteonſ- 
nes (and what followeth thercupon ) from the Prophet to ihe 
Prieſt , every one degleth falſely : eAnd they bend theire tongue like 

* theire bow for lies ({uchas are for theire honoyc or proflic) but 
they are not valiant for the trath. Such was the fruite of coveteoul- 


ncs and ambition in E'ies Sonnes ; ſuch in Gchezi , in Ziba and 
oihers, 


lIer,6,134 
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The Fall of Babylon, tc 
others, as well of the Prieſts as of the people ; and ſuch hath ir 
eyer beeneas well in the chriftian,as in the Iewiſh churches. There 
was doubtles a luſt of the cies after rhe pride of life , a ſeeking 
after preheminence and authority in the Biſhops of Rome from 
the verie death of the Apoſtles. Theire deviſes to ſuperintend 
over neighbour churches, or pariſhes, and theire Decrees in 
theire Synods , wherin they for the moſt partrulcd all for theire 
owne glotie, do (ufficiently declare it : this was the foundation 
of theire greatnes. And ſom deſire there might be of filthie lucre: 
but the fiſt open proofe recorded is that decree of Vibanus , Ar wag as 
that the church might receive from the faithful, inheritarice-af lands: vEonns 
This was aboute the yeare 224. For.before times the preaching 
Biſhop was maintained by that which the ſeaven Deacons gathe- 
red for the poore and chutch: vſcs, as both Dawaſus and Platina 
ſhew in the life of Evariſtus, who died for the Truth in the 
yeare 109, and was, it {cemes, the laſt of the vncorrupt Paſtors 
of that litle flock in Rome. He preſumed not tro make ordinan= 
ces; And ſo as Hegefippus ſaith, #0 the times of Trajan, or therea- 
bouts, the church continued cleane and vndefiled, as 4 virgin; but ſince Euſcb,libe - 
that ſacred companie left the World , the conſpiracie of 1mquitie began Fra 26, Oc 
to Worke With open face. T hey tell vs indecde of an ordinance . 5A A 
his predecefſor Annaclet made againſt Clergie mens nouriſhin 
of long haire, in head or beard: which haycing re(pe& to that of wah 
the Apeſtle, ſeemed tollerable, But the Apoſtles words were Apa" ” 
ſufficient, what neede ſuch an ordinance? yetif he made it, that | Cor, xx.” 
ſcrved fora pretence, that they might make others, Thelike x4. 
may be ſaide of that commaund of his, that the conſecration bering 
ended , all the faithfull ſhould communicate , or they that would not, 


ſhowld goe ont of the church. Thele thcire beſt preceps were ſteps to 


intollerable preſuwptionsin others 3 as in Alexander who, ſuc- 
cceding Euariſtus, ordained holy water, the maſſe and other in- 
yentions, which othcrs increaſed : So was this of Vrbanus a ſtep 
to extreme coveteouſnes, and many other corruptions. 
Cyprian yeeldeththis reaſon of the perſecution of Decius, Cyprian 
Bezauſe every man ſlept in the coveteors deffres of his owne heart , it 1;þ, de laps 


' Was high time for God to awak them with his rod; There Was no longer (is. 
C 


any 


Anno 253 


Martccl, 


11, 


Baton, in 
324-att, 


98.6 79, 


Platina in of the perſecution of Dioclchian , as Plarina obſerveth, ſaying, 


12 The Fall of Babylon. 
gny devotion left in the priefts,no ſincere faith in miniſters,no mereie in 
theire Works, no government in their manners &c. The Biſhops thens 
ſelves who ſhould have ſerved for a ſpurre ana patterne of well doeing, 
abandoning theire holy funttions and forſakin theive flocks, goe a gad- 
ding ints other countries > haunting marts and faires for filthie lucres 
ſake , litle caring torelieve theire hungrie and ſtarving brethren , ſq 
themſelues might haue money at Will ; getting lands [4 frauade, and 
woney by griping vſurie : and what did wee not deſerne for theſe ill 
- doeings? The Churches, ye ſee; were not the morepurificd, 
but more defiled after dioceſan B.ſhops were ſet vp. How- 
ſocuer this ſhewes theire follic, who aſcribe ſo much to the wiſe- 
dom and holines of thoſe times. Euſcbius giues the like reaſons 


Euſcbins imagineth that it was permitted of God for the corrupt man- 


ners,With the too much libertie and indulgence of the Chriftians ,eſpes- . 


tiallie of the Clergie,to bridle Whoſe perverſnes , the divine juitice ors 
dained this perſecution, while he ſaW diſſembling in theire countenance, 


fraud in their hearts , and deceite in theire words. For theſe ſtriving | 


among themſelves with envie,pridezenmities,hatreds,ſcemed to ſccromr 
more of a tyrannie then of the PrieFthood , alltogether for g-tting the 
Chriſtian pietie , and rather profaning then celebrating the divine 
wiſterics. But what then,(aith he, doe We think Will becom: of our age, 
Wherein our vices are increaſed to that herght , that they hae ſcares 
left for ws a place of mercie With God? How litle Religion ts there, 
and that rather diſſembled then true * (he might have aide, and 
that rathet after mens inventions , then Gods ordinances) what 
corrupt manner &c, Eulcbius fay more, yet I haue choſen to 
allege him in Platinzzs words , to keepe malicious mindes 
from pretending deceite,in alleadging ir. 

Men may well thinke , that when with conſtantine there en. 
tred ſucha deale of peace and plentie, there muſt needes be. 
more cerruption. Theire owne Authors ſhew it ; for Baronius 
ſaith , Conftantine , in the 24 yeare of his raigne, ordained that the 
Bop ſhould from that time forWard haue the ſame Prineliedges, 


Which the idolatrous Prieſts had enjoyed in times paſt. They had, | 


faith he,as chieft among thens Rex Sacrificulus, who in ſolemne feaZts 
was wont to watch aud hai &n <6 oner the reft. They had alſo theire 
| "THY Polerdigne 
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+ thors; and among other things, that the dignities and power of 


| many,noet of one. But they haucing made one breach , to ſet vp 


| frequented, \That yet they judging honetly at the firs} , Conſtantine 
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Soneraigne Pontsfe , Pontifex Maximus, Arbitt.atoy of allqueſtions 

ariſing among thems : and who can think,, faith he , that 'Conſtantine 

corld longe endure that theſe ſhould exceede Chriſtians inpompe and 

florie? He might hauc (aide , that the Biſhops of Rome could 

long endure it? Howlocuer this was the goodly reaſon of 

theire greatnes,contrarie to that of Chriſt , the Kings of the Gen- Luk, 22. 
tiles exerciſe Lordſhip ower them, c. but ye ſhall not be ſo: Y et Baro= 

nius ſheweth the Pope and Cardinals to haue the honour in 

riding , clothing and other things , that theſe Pontifes had, Ic 
appeares in Platina,on the like of Elcutherus, that the power of 

Biſhops , Archbiſhops and Patriarchs was taken from the exam- 

pleof theſe pagans: they were then onely held in titles of like 

nature: but now inthe power, pompe and riches of them. Poli- . 

dor Virgil al{o acknowledgeth that many things haue com into pg ;quene 
the Chuich of Rome from the Hebrewes, the ancient Romans, rerum, 1, 
and other Pagans. M. Derlincourt proucth this out of the Bi- 5,c,1, 


ſhop of Mande , Gratian , and divers others of their owne Au- Book of 
the Iubils 


f 
Biſhops, Archbiſhops , and Patriarchs , were taken from the mp tort 


heathen. And for theire wealth Cedrenus in his Hiſterie ſaith, Romiſh 
that Conſtantine in the 26 and 27 yeares of his Empire laboured Rites. 
to pull downe the idols , and to conney theire rents and revennes to the 
Churches. From this greatnesof dignitic and wealth,there loone 
followed a greatnes of powet and tyranie, in impoſing the Ro- 
miſh Lawes, aboute ſupremacie, worſhipping of images, praying 
To Saints,fingle life of Pricſts, pur gatorie, pardons, and the like. 
Was not Babylon fallen in all this? Was not here a manifcſt 
change of Ehriſts ordinances , aboute Biſhops and other 
things ? 

Excommunicarion was at firſt a puniſhment inflicted by +. Sar 
and 2. 
a kinde of dioceſſan Biſhoy s, the myſterie of iniquitie could not by a, I+ 

ire | iſtor, of 

reſt there; but as one faith, the members of the ( hurches, neglecting the counc. 
theire duties,at laſt left all to the Biſhops, who ont of ambutton embra- gf Trenx. 
ced it,and,the perſecutions ceaſing,eretted a tribunall, hich Was mmch |, 4,y.331 


made 
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made a LaW, that there ſhould lie no appeale from the Sentences of the 
Biſhops : which authority they abuſing, that Lav abonte 70 yeares 
after was revoked by eArcadius and Honorins , and one made that 

they ſhowld not be thought to hane a court : which Was executed in 
Rome it ſelfe, and after by Valentinian ſtrengthened by another 


Law to that purpole. This was not Ugging vp the roote of the | 


myſterie of iniquitie , by taking away this dioceſſan power and 
reſtoring the Elderſhip , whereof not onely Princes', but even 
Clergic men were now growne Jgnorant , but lopping the 
branches, which after grew and ſpread more then euer : for this 
power thus taken away was reſtored by fuſtinian , Who, 500 yeares 
after Chriſt , abliſhed ynto them a court and audience. Aud after 
the power of Biſhops greatly increaſed , when they came to be 

orncellours to King and Princes,and to beare offices vnder them, 
as to be Chancellours, Treaſurors and the like. Whetrcby rheire 
Canons,power, traditions and Ceremonies, came to be receiued 
with the greater authority, and no man durſt gainfay them, were 


they never ſo ſuperſticious , popiſh, and tyranicall, All this came } 


from theire firſt preſumptions , 1n not abiding in the ordinance 
and Wiſdom of God , touching the Ederſhip , as they were wil- 
led , but giue'ng a Kkinde of. authority and ſupecrintendencie to 


the Paſtor or Biſhop of greate cities , oucr the Icfſer rownes and .|. 


all preſbiters aboure them. Fur thus Biſhops , by that meanes, 
erccoachcd from one ſtep ro another , till ar laſt che verie name 
of the preſbiteric grew odious ynto them,as it doth now to the 


Biſhops and theire defenders in England: where all proofes of 


it are prohibited , and more carefully Kept from Princes and 
people, then any Popiſh Doctrine , and as if they were asdan» 
gerous, as the Blaſphemics of Arrius, and other monſters. And 
thus blinded by ambition,coucteouſnes and fAlattcrie, they deFÞiſe 
the LaW of the Lord , and theire lies cauſed them toerre after which 
theire Fathers walked : they would rather doe as theire Fathers 
had donne and taught ;then as God commaunded : And thus 


wee (ee that the Lord may ſay ynto them , Ewen from the dayes of 


your Fathers , ye are gon away from mine ordinances , and haue not 
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The Fall of Babylon, "Ig 


wicked wandring,is made an authority againſt the old and good 

way » as againſt a foolcrie , and againſt all that (ſecke it as y_ 
Hypocrites, fooles, and Schiſmatikes : By reaſon whereof, men x,, - ..: / 
ralke in yaine that tcll them of Gods ordinance , or the new TS 
Icruſalem , wherein they ſhall be reſtored : they cannot hearken : 


Behold the word of the Lord is unto them a reproach , they haue no Hoſ.6,1%. 


| delight in it.” God wriceth ro'them the greate things of his LaW, bat 


they are connted 4s a ſtrange thing : groundles and mad opinions, 
wocthy impriſſonment, baniſhment and what not ?-Itis a won- 
derfull thing , that men ſhould profeſſe to live in the light and 
obcdience of the Goſpel, and yet like hypocrites deſpiſe irin 
any thing , as they doe in matter of the pref biterie , and thoſe 
gracious promiſes of the new Icruſalem , which are confirmed 
and ſealcd in the new Teſtament with the blood of the Sonns 
of God. 1 confclle, it is thus in many of the gentrie and com- 
mons , becauſe they are not ſuffred ro ſee any proofes of it: If 
any be not willing to ſee them, that is worſe, Buc in the Prelates, 


| many Clergie men, yea and ſom Princes, who haue ſcene proofs 


of theeſe things, or might if they would, and yet ſcorne and 
rcj« & them, 8s follic, and matccrs of reproach, and worthy cor- 
rection & pcrſccurion , it is a plaine treading vnder foote the Sonne 


Y 


of Rey.r,r; 
17.29. and 


Teltament was landtificd , confirmed or dedicated, as the firſt 
coycnant was with the blood of beaſts: yea,thisis to doe deſpite 
ynto the Spirit of grace , Which f(t ſhcwes vs Gods grace in or- 
daining theſe things,and after in promiles of rcftoring them, 

And indcede ſecing it is manifcſt , that the Apoſtles ordained AR. 14. 
Elders in every Church that theire office was #0 feede the flock, ouer F_ 20g 
which the Holy Ghoſt made them Biſhops ; that they were to rake , per., 27 
the overſight thereof » by. lound Doftrine fo convince the gainſayers, Tit, 1.9, 
reprouc » correct and inſtruc in rightcouſnes 3 and if this would 
not ſerue, after the firſt and ſecond admonition to excommuni- 
catein and with the conſent of the congregation , who can de- 
nie , but that all this is of the ſubſtance of religion neceſlaric to 
the falyation of the people , and proper to cuery Prof byter. 

_— | G3 Eucry 


16 The fall of Babylon. 


Euery man will be readic to confeſſe, that it is better there bs 

a Pilot, a Maiſter, and « Maiſters mate, in every ſhip , to watch 
ouer the ſame , and all that is in it, as the Lord in Wiſdom 
ordained Elders to be Biſhops in cuery Church , or con» 

_ gregation , to watch over it, and all the Svules therin, lea- 
ving them'in his Teſtament a card, andrules to ſtecre and faile 
by, the word of God, becing theire Rudder , then that there 
ſhould be but one in a whole fleete, one Biſhop in a diocelle, 
and all the reſt but ſhadoawes, or leſſer wheeles, to be led and 
moved by him, as it came to paſle by the wiſdom and encroach- 
ments of men: wherby Biſhops neither leaving the brethren, nor 
yet the presbyters any voice in cen(ures, or part in the govern= 
ment , doc themſelves bring in the inventions and evils Chriſt 
would kcepe out, getdominion over mens faith, and by theire 
power, and traditions , make the word of none cffc& in divers 
perticulars. A thing which is exprefly forbidden in the new Te- 
ſtament. ey brethren be not many Maiſters , knowing that Wee 
ſhall receive the greater condemnation : that is, becauſe in the cauſes 
Pſal.zoo, 80d controvertics of hereticks, Schilmatiks and other delin- 
quents, it is ſaide of the word, Ryle thou in the midſt of thine enz- 
wies : He ſhall judge amonge the nations : the Preſbyters and mem = 

bers of the church doe but rule and judge by him, as ſteeres men 
by the Rudder, judges ang jurots by the law, not by theire owne 
Inventions or pretended authority : And therfore our ſaviour, 

who was againſt all ſuch dominion in the church , ſaith ro his 

_ *%» Diſciples , The Princes of the Gentiles exerciſe dominion over thems: 
Chap,r23. But ye ſhall not not be ſo. Be not ye called Rabbt : for one is your Mai- 
ſter, even Chriſt, and all ye are brethren. Therfore whcn there is 
cauſcof accuſing or cenſuring any , he doth not ſay, Tell the Bi- 
ſhops, but Tell the church. And accordingly in the times of the 
Chap, 18, Apoſtles, and longe after, as the epiftles of Cyprian do manifeſt, 
I7. they were judged by tho word in an afſemblic of preſbyters and 
brethren , as the inceſtuous Corinthian :- which ſhewes us*, that 

ncither one man , nor the preſbitersalone, were judges in ſuch 

caſes, bur the church 2 which by the Scriptares cither clecred or 
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cenſured any perſon accuſed, as bythe word of God he appeared, = 
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The Fall of Babylon: _ 


eichet guiltic or nor guiltic: for ſo doth the word judgeamong 
the nations: And therfore ſeeing, God hath ſo ordained, and it 
was in the primitive church ſo praQtiſed, it is not 8 thing Indif- 
ferent, as ſome thinke, whether Preſbyters or dioceſſan Biſhops 
hold the government, but in cf a matter of ſalvation, cſpe- 
tially to cyery church , and by conſequence to every Soule in it; 
as the well or ill guiding of a ſhip-concecneth the ſalvation of 
every paſſenger embarqued init. For though ina tempeſt, ſome 


and Jare ſaved without good Pilots, and ſome in the ſhipwrack by a 
ach- Jboard: yet others are not without (kilfull ſea men: and ſoe in 


nor Ithc church , but for che moſt part not without helpes in gOy crn- 
ern= ment. God hath in nothing given this to one in a diacellc, and 


ariſt Jhis officials, but ro the preſbyters of every church, cleRed accor- 
cire [ding to his ordinance. | 
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For thouyh the-proviſion of Biſhops and Paſtors have bane 
ſomtimne in the hands of the Clergic and people; fomtimeSin 
the hands of K ngs and Patrons: then in the hands of Popes.and 


then agaire inthe hands of Kingwand patrons, as now In Eng 
land yet, as many have proved, for the firſt ſeaven or cipht hun= 
dred yeares after Chriſt, the people in moſt places did chooſe * 
them, according to the practiſe of the primative church, and the 
power given them in the new Teſtament : For fo (ith Cyprian, 


The people have principallie the power either to cho:ſe ſuch priefts as Cypri, 1: 
are Worthy or to refuſe ſuch as are ynworthy. And ſo faith Luke, Epiſt.4. 


They ordained them Elders in every church by eleftion. Where, faith AM,14-23 
Beza. An= 


Beza, the force of the word XEtporoy no &vTts is tobe noted, that Wee nos... 3s 
may know that Paul and Barnabas caried nothing by private will,nor A& 14 
exerciſed any tyranie in the church , nor la$tly did any ſuch thing, as Tit.1, 


at this day the Romiſh barlot or her pages doe, Whothe they call ordina+ 
ries. And by this place, faith he, au5t that be underſtood, I left thee 
in Creete to ordaine them Elders in everie citie , as 1 had appointed 
thee; that is by eletion , as the Apoſtles left it ro the church and 


people there aſſembled to chooſe one in the place of Indas:eLnd Repa Ani 
they appointed two. Nothing, ſaith Beza , 3s here caried privately by not.inAR, 


eter , 4s by one endued With a more excellent dignitie, but publickly T. | 


nd by the ſuffrages of the whole church : $0, as heſheweth, my 
| | the 
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hands ſodainly on no man, that is to make him a preſbyter , amd ſc 


18 The Fall of Babylon; 
the ſcaven Deacons choſen; and ſo is that to be ynderſtood, 


—_ 


give hima part in this charge of the Eldetſhip till he be tried 
the church or people haye choſen him , atid praier be made for 
him\, as at the election of Mathias and the ſeaven Deacons, Iti 
ill for the Soules of Kings , Biſhops and patrons, and indecde 
worſe for the church , that any one of, theſe have the choice 0! 
confirmation of Paſtors, helpers & Elders, which arc lawfull cal 
lings ; or of dioccfſan Biſhops, Deanes ; prebends and ,others 
whichare valawfull : For this makes divines flatter all ſuch Prin- 
ces, Patrons ahd Prelates or theire favourites , and lo is caule v 
exceeding} greate corruption and hipocrifie in church and com: 
mon wealth, For by this meanes Princes, Prelates and theire fa- 
yourites, though they doe what they liſt in religion, ſhall be ſure 
to be flattered in it, as the popes were , as ſoone as ever they 
grew greate, and to have any power over the Clergic: and this 
indeede made ther attempt what they liſt, and carrie or obtaine 
it, while vcric fewduiſt call is zacroaching or corruption , ſuch 
was and ſuch is the fruite of thfs power in the EY , and ther- 
fore God would neither commit the eleftion or confirmation 
of his miniſters, nor the government to one ina dioceſle, but ro 
the pre{byters. and members of eyery church as abovelaide. Men 
will not ſec theſe things: but if wee tell them , theſe all doe con= 
trarie to the decrees of Chriſtz to ſtop our mouthes, with thoſe 
Iewes and others of the baſer ſort, they lay, Theſe all doe contrarie to 
the decrees of Ceſar, ſaying, that there 15 another King, in theſe caſes, 
wamely Chrift:making a veric heinous matter of it, that wee are [0 
bold as to affirme it. But it were to be wiſhed thatthey would (o 
give vnto Celarthe things that are Ceſars , as not to take from 
God the things that are Gods to give them to Ceſar. Thefe are 
things that have been manifeſted ro be Gods. Why then will they 
perſwade Kings, that they doe God ervice and ſhew love to his 
church, his Iccuſalem , while they ſtrengthen the Prelates that 
vſurpe theſe offices, ſuppreſle the verie name of the preſbirerie, 
and make Princes belceye that as they doe more or lefſe vpbold 
theire hierarchic, {0 God will more or lefle blefſe them & theirs. 
| Wherin 
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Th Fall of Babyloy, 19 
Wherein they reaſon like Baronins, who ſpeaking ofthe Jaw of Baron. in 


Valentinian, abovementioned', which curtailed the power of 39-43% _ 
Biſhops, ſaith That the making of it incenſed the wrath of God , and 
cauſed eAttila with the Hunnes to come dewne npon the Empire. 
When that was rather becauſc he Jeft them ſo much power as he 
did , ahd did not rather reduce them to'rhat order/and po- 
wer whercin the Apoſiles left them, taking away all that which | 
made the word of God indiyers particulars of none effe& , or 
is contrarie to his ordinances, though ithad been given them by 
Empcrovrs or Synods. They ſhould have all knowne, that it is 
the King eternall and immortall, Who ts only wiſe : mark that word Tim.x 
onelie Wiſe, eſpecially in Spirituall things: The Lord is owr Iudge, Js gl 
the Lord 15 our lawgiver the Lord is our King. Chriſt beeingthe 1(4, 0. 22, 
wiſdom of God faith, By me Kings raigne and Princes decree ju Pro.8. 

ice; that is, when what they can, they goyerneaccording toGods 
revealed wiſdom. Much moyethen in-matcers of religion; they 
arc not (et in the throtity- tq dd and'F Juir the docing of theire , 
owne will , bur Gods, as Davie edged , 5 Where foam. W132 nals 
ſaide , Give thy judgment; 0 Goa (Wyjudpments, not mens, nor 
mine) to the King. and thy righttouſnes to the Kings Sonne. So it is Pſa.70, 1 
ſaide , Solomon ſute onthe throne of the Lord inſteade of David his 2, Chron. 
father; who is laide.10 be G ods Kipg. Every king therefore ſhould 29.23. 
acknowledge God King ofthis kingdom,as David of his, Thine o * Sa1+ 22s 
Lord is the greatnes, & the power & the glorie,& the vittorie, and the ** Ch 
majeſtic: for all that 15 in the heaven & in the earth is thine:thine is the l : = wa 
kingdemoLord,@ thou art exalted as head above all:that isgtheE above : 
Kipgs,who bccing (ct 0h the zhror -of i eleydithiieigeo Cc his 
word, his lawes & 55 + Th ryedgto ic ene ne agen & the 
rightcouſnesthereof: futhen doe they bringTheire plorie & ho- 
nour to the new Teruſalem : thin is he maried to them and thiire Hoſg2,1s: 
pepole in righteous nes, in jndrment, in loyeing kindnes & in mercies, 
aghe promiteth: that is when Kings make pricſts, and people live 
and doc according to the order which he appointeth them in his 
word, as buth Hezechiah and David himſelfe did, when he ſaw 
Vzza flainc for breaking that order. He fits on the throne of the 
Lord that gives his POWer & ſtrength to God and 'to his ordi- 
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20 ; The Yall of Babylop: 
1! +-., 7Nangss) 8 the Kinks , which, are the horas. of the Beaſt , gave 
theire payer and ({trength voto the Beaſt ,-to enforce his lawess. 
rites and'errours on theire people ,- which was a war againſt the. 
lambe; Bur at laſt,as is graciouſly promiſcd, The lambe ſhall over-" 
Rev. 37, come them, For he #6 the Lord of Lords and King of Kings. '1f theres 
foe,they-will be faide to ft on bis throne, uhcy muſt doethe like- 
for Chriſt againſt Antichriſt ,, and all enewics of his eruth;fecing/ 
God hath ſer his King vpon his holy 'bill of Sion, to rule all na- 
tions in matters of, religion, and therefore addcth 'Be wiſe now. 
Pſa,z, therefore o ye-Kings.\Let u not be {aide your ſubjects dwell-where 
Sathan hath his throne: for Antichriſt or any other. » David knew 
Þ Oooget the truewiſdom when ho > / have kept the Waies of the Lord, 
2: ** and have-ngt wickedly depffrted frommy God : for all his judgments 
Were before me, 8c; And/when: in at allemblic of all his Princes, 
1.Chro.z8 Gapiaing d aflces wha hem, epe and ſecke for all . 
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and tocHlehis Teftament of inſuffticiencie, as It Ul a 
not «Fel! provided for his church im-this caſe , as in. othery 


whe or theſe ends y he ordained Elders to be BiſhoPwill 
every Congregation, Now all his ordinances are perfe&t: High 
Deut 324 works is perjett : for all his Waies are judgment. He is Godafft F 
changeth not; therefore to lay " that this Was only for the times 
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698 The Fall of Babylos, "2x 
of the Apoſtles , and asthe church increaſed bhd thoſe flies 
" Changed , the wiſdom of men tight provide better , is a greate 
preſumption: yet ſuch hath beene the wiſdoavof the fleſh, and of Ave bf 
7- | theworldto thinke ſo: But knowne vnto God are all his Works © 
eres | fromthe begining of the World, Men cannot in time better them. If 
likes the Eldcrſhip had not beenc (ufficient , he would'either never 


ing” | .haveordaincd ir, to be ſo ſuone aboliſhed, or have Foretold and 

na- | givenauthority tg his church to ordaine diocelſans. This he did 

vow "| © not, but forbad to addeto his word , becauſe himſelfe gave au- Ma-23-34 
1erse thority to his ſervants, the Apoſtles, and to every man his Worke. Ephel, 4, 
ew And by them he hath ler ſufficient officers in the chinch, for the 11,x4. 
rd, perfecting of the ſaints, for the worke of the miniFirie,&c, And whac ; 
ents Can wee have more. If men would but fee it, the E!ders in the 

CSg Reformed churches do better looke to the order God requi- 

all xeth, then dioccflan B; r this order is ſhewed 

and in his Teſt th, Thou ſhalt not ade Deut.r2. 
tif | thereto, | 
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s and contentions , contrarieto the Apo- 
be |. flolike dydhrine 'e not the Lord Jeſus Chrift, but theire ROmQne. 
and faire ſpeeches deceive the hearts of 


owne boſhe|, "and good Wo 
in the ſimple; thikis tgt to ved the church of Chriſt , but theire S 


nd owne kingdom. DP: 

ot It will be ſaide ſame of them hae bot ritten 
an well, yea cok CME theire 
cr nnmbg ths edidM the Glu! ome, where 


KS Biihops, Monkes-and leſuits confute loehhe- 
Fe>and preach well in all things fave for the maintenance of 
argers and Tapecſition: So doe Engliſh prelatg. Howloe- 
es. WatFath beene as well if not better performed byother mi- _ .. 
Hf Far home and inthe reformed churches, There have beeue eqs 
8 divers honeſt Popcs, who haveconfeſt ſomerrours inthe power (FT, Qu, * 
and practi, e of the church ; as of _ Adrian 6, who {ending on P. 24, 
A” 2 the 


* 
- 
w 


F-/ 


_— 


- %S 
A 


ſome Are 


| _ 


= 


23 The Fall of Batylon. 


the Dietof Noremberg confefſeth many corruptions inthe (ea 
and Church of Rome, and promiſcth reformation: But this 
makes the calling of Popes neuer a whit the more LaWfull oc 


 neceſlaric. As it was with Popes,lo it is with Biſhops,the better 


ſom of them haue beene,the wore for the Church: for they doe 
but hold vp the reputation 'of the office , and ſo hold way fer 
worle ſucceſſors & theire traditions. | 
Neyther is it better for the 4 $arhgne. of heritikes and Icude 
livers , that one in a dioceſfe hath this power: for he cannot 
looke to all the Clergie,much Icfleto all the people , though he 
ſhould minde nothing elſe : How then can he doe it , if he be a 
counſellour of Eſtate , and a judge in the Starchamber and high 
commiſſion ? Among the Clergic in Eugland (and much more 
among the pcople , many ate ſaide to be drunkards', coucteous, 
contentious , hereticall, Arminians,non reſidents , dumbe mini- 


* ters, zealous defenders of canong-and ceremonies , preacking 


litle elſe, Popelings,/dunces, drones , per{gcutors of thoſe that 
reach and hearth wordJitigennly. If the Biſhop who cannot 
farming all,ſce notthe moſt cehem coumence others,or be by 
atiy meanes made to conniye , They may keepe theire Churches, 
and others from preaching in them, and doe no good, but much 
huct in them : which is not ſo/in the Churches of France , where 
there are few, or rather none of this, Kinde; that diſcipline hath 
ealy meanes to remedie theſe things, both in the Clergie and 
people,or rather indeede, it preventcth them ; fo much better is 
that which God ordained , then that which men after inyented 
to meng it. .A gaine, becauſe the Biſhop might be herericall or 
peas 5 x tHzt, they ordained Archbiſhops , and becauſe 
ſh meh: be ſuch gthey grdained Pattiarchs, and 


. - 


becauſe ſome of them might be corrupted , (as they,were) they 
admitted of Appcales,and ordained a Pope , and then becauſe ho 
mfpht erre,or be wicked, as Liberius, Honotius ;Tohn 1 3 and 
others, they were forced to aftirme the Pope cannot crre , ant. 
in all theſe things , mcn were ſtil] perfwaded to contribute tax 
theire honour, wealth and power, as neceſſarie to the Kingdom 


of God: apd therfore fill as this honour and power increaſed, 
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The Fall of Babylon, 23 
16 fea | the Scriptures were by flatterers wrelted. to defend it : therfors 
t this | though in the invention of diocefſan Biſhops , there was not ſo 


ill og | greate coueteouſnes, ambition and wickednes ; yet the proſecu- 

tte | tion of it,to bring it to its grouth, was onely to make rhemſelves gf 
y doe fat with the offerings of the people , as God (aith of the preſump- C am.2, 
y for tious innovations and covcteous deſires of Elies Sonnes. Thus ©* 


from the ficſt ſtep in ordaining diocelian Biſhops , the myſterio 

of iniquitic could not reſt till it came to the height. Some will 

ſay, it hath not yet donne ſo in England. But what remedie is 

h he there in the meane againſt the Appealer , or any wicked Prelate, 

| non re{ident, or other delinquent? If, as of late in the Star- 

high chamber , Biſhops ſet thernfelves to defend the vſc-of Images in 
Churches,yea thoſe of the Trinitic ; what other Biſhops,or Mi- 


_ niſters dare oppoſe them in pulpit or print ? They, becing greare 
ini. and ableto prefer others , are {ure to be flattered and followed, 
king and by this mcanes theire honour and powcr beeing. daily in- 
thar creaſed , they may prevaile in theſe and many other caſes, as the 


Church of Rome did in theeſe and thelike: theire office ther- 

fore doth not make ready a people prepared far ( hriſt , but rather pg... .- 

for Antichriſt. If the KAtG6 [roar oft them, it —_ 

muſt alſo be in ſackcloth, bonds and impriſonment; for they 

haue obtained , or rather retained , ſs much Romiſh power, 

as to bring them4o it,and puniſh all that reprove them : God 

telleth them of Babylon the greate » the Mother of Harlots, to ſhew Chap. 15; 
them , ſhe may have davphte's , there may be Babylon the lefle, 

yea many leſſer Babylons , Harlors in cor:uptions and forni- 

cations. 

The counſellors of the Parliament of Paris oppoſed againſt Hiftor,of 
ind the authority that the councel} of Trent gaue to the Biſhops in the coun 
this kinde, where the Eccleſiaſticall authority they ſaide , was en- ll of | 
larged beyond its bounds , With the wrong and dimination of the tem- Tr 
nd porall,by gineing power to B: [Bops to proceede to pecuniarie mullts,and TO 
off impriſoument again#t the laitye , Whereas no authority was giuen by 
Chriſt to his miniſters , but mcere and pure ſpirituall; that when the 
Clergie was mad: a member ana part of the policie, the Princes did by 
4 fanonr alloy the Biſhops to puniſh inferiour Clergie men With tem- 
ho D: 3 porall 
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kinde of wniſhments apainft thy 


porall puniſhments ; but to vſe ſuch 


ne, 


laiques,they had neither frons the LaW of God,nor of man,but by vſar-[was: 
pation oxely, Yetcommonly the moſt grievous they inflit,is forhzegl, 
taking part with the Apoſtles in defenſe of the preſbiterie, ſhere 


taxing the Prelates of worldly policie and tyranie , Or for ſome 
diſobedience, or irregularity to theire power, inventions and 
ceremonies: wherein noce theire hypocrifie, who in the meane 
will not permi: men to preach agiinſt images, Alrars, bowing to 
them &c. Much lefle any thing that ſheweth the. preſbiterall 
gouernment to be ordained of Gud,and necellary:when indeede 
it is theire owne office that is not neccſlary, ſeeing it oncly ſer- 
veth for (uch things to perſccate men for the Teſtimonie of 
Iclus, and more to foice vnneceflarie, then-neceefiarie ceremos 
nies. For kneeling in prayer , good order, and reverent geſture 
in the Church, arc vicd in the french Churches , as.commenda 
ble and neceſſaric : and yet in men that in thoſe other things are 
diſobedient to the truth, theire verie prayers are abhominable, 
and but mockeries, much more theire owne deuiſed cringesand 
geſtures,as in Papiſts who abound in ſuch things, and as if a man 
ſhould with all order and reverence bow his body to the King, 
his chaire of Eſtate , Image or ſcale, and yer deſpiſe, or neple, 
many of his wholſom Lawes and commandements. The orders 
and Ccremonies which God ordained are indeedeto religion, 
as the barke,or lcaucs to a tree, that is, a comely part of it; but ag 
for other ceremonics, and inventions , with theire pretended 
fignifications , which pecing deviſed by man , are more then are 
In the reformed Churches of France, or were in the Apoſtles 
” time,they are not to thereligion and truth of God , as they ſay, 
| like the barke to the tree, which'if ie be raken off, the tree 
Withereth z but asthe ivye to the oake which ſecmes to adorne 
and embraceiit , but indecde binds , ſhadowes, and by degrees 
waſts and deſtroyes it, For theſe ſhewes ſerve many for a relj- 
gion, and a cloake of perſecution, and the power of Biſhops 
ſerues for a tyranous terrour to keepe men from peaching and 
writing the trath, and ſctting}thcire names to theire bookes in 
the calcs of the hierarchie, traditions, Altars, images, pelagianiſ- 
mc, or 
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The Fail of Eabylon. | 25 
# thikme; or the like and conſequently to-beget flatterie and luke- 
vſar- warmndle in Clergie and people, and cate out that loue and 
is forſzcglc of the wh in all things,that they either doe now , ot may 
cries ſhcreaftcr, prohibit or maintaine: Such was, and ſuch is the fruite 
lomeſof thejre power : and therfore certainly it is not of God , but of 
 andfrmcn,of the world, of the couctcons luſt of the eyes, and of the- 
canefpride of life ; and therfore what matters it who gaue it them, 
1g to whether councels or Kirgs; they cannot make black white , nor 
call Jenill good , rorthat Lawfull which is ſo un lawfull and perni. 
cede [cjous to the Kingdomof God. Conſtaniine no donbr thought 
fer- he had offered a greate ſacrifice to Godin g'ueing them fo much 
e of Jas he did, other & mpcrours, Kings therfore haue avgmented it; 
mo- {But he that forbiddeth to adde ro his word, or take from ir 
ure [faith to obey is better then (acrifice. Therfore Ala ro goe that I.Sam, 15, 
da- [which was rightin the eyes of God , did not vrge his owne , or , 
are forher mens inyentions , but tooke away the eAltars of the ſtrange 2. Chro. 
le, Goas,and the high places and Images, other Kings had creed, 14: 3:44 
nd Jud commended rdah to ſecks the Lord God of there Fathers , and 
an fro doe the Law (marke) and the commannadement. Chr ſt beeing 
18, fthe King of Kungs and Lord of Loras , though Kinges as his depu- 
t, Itics hauc grcate power Ih matters of Rel'pion , y<r thatis fo , as 
I$ fin thecle things not ſo ie. ke thcite owne , but Gods will donne 
D, fin earth, as it is in heaven 3 1, faith he , ſpcake to the World theſe Ioh, g. 26. 
as Bevings which I hae heard of kim. f carae not to doe mine owne will, chap,s, 34 
d Ib the will of him that ſent me. He laic e this that was the eternall TraQ, 463 
'e Bword and Wiidom of God » Yea Vverie Cod and eternall I:fe.For 41:54, —_ 
S Findcede he was not his owne wildonm & word, but theFathers, as 
s JAuguſt n doth man'felt on thecle & the like places of the Gol 
* Fpell: And ſhall nor Kings then, w ho are but his Deputies, much 
 fmoreſay it, yea 6 doc it2cither by cauſing the word of God to be 
| Faithfully raught in theire citics, as David and Ichoſhaphar, or by 
* [rooting outall monuments and ſtumbling blocks of ſuperſtition 
and idollattie , and by fnffcring theire ſubjects to preach freely 
apainſt them , and to worſhip the Lord in the beautie of holineſſe, 
Hezechiah ind Ioſfiah did: that is, in a word, by cauſing theire 


ſubjects to worſhip God aright, and take his marke in the wy 
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2& | The fall of Babylon. 
tic of his ordinances ; and not to worſhip the Beaſt and take his 
mark,in receiving, profcfling,and defending his corrupt tradi- 
tions and ceremonies. For'to ſerve God ,” and make others ſerve 
Pla, 129.34 him in the beautie of holineſſe, is ro make men ſerve him in the ho- 
lineſle of the 'trath , 'according to all that is written in his 
Teſtament Ioſ.1.8. and not with cathedrall ſervice and muſick, 
efcer the pompous traditions and inventions of Prelates and 
thceire Canons, as ſome infer, For the [mage of Gud is renewed 
Epheſ,4. jn all righteouſneſſe ana holines of the truth, and if God would not 
Wee that wee ſhould be again in bondage to the rudiments , which 
himſclfe ordained in the ceremonizall law, Chriſt haveing nailed 
them to his croſſe , wuch leſſe to thole which the- pope and 
church of Rome, or other men have invented or eſtabliſhed : Ir 
were good that Princes and theire chaplains would think of 
that, whatſoever is commannaed by the God of heaven,that is in mat- 
rers of religion, let it be diligently donne; where mark, he ſaith not 
commaunded by Kings ; for why ſhould there be wrath again#t the 
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Realme of the King and his Sonnes?. T hat is, cither for negleCtivg L 


Gods commaund g, or vrging inventions of men: for therfore 
wee are willed notto thinke of wen , and theire power , above that 
t C0r-4.6. ;. v,,izten. It is the neccſhty of conformitie impoſed upon Mini- 
ſtcrs that furniſheth them , as it did th: Papiſts, with arguments 
to defend traditions, humane precepts, and Canons agginſt this 
truth , and ſo to make a fearfull war 2gainſt God. Which I ob» 
ſcrve not fo much of them, who haveing ſubſciibed, follow 
theire miniſtrie, preach the word, and never ſpcake of Engliſh 
traditions, hopeing God will rcfo; me them, as of thoſe that de- 
Ma, r, f.d and preach them; never thinking that God may lay vnto 
them, Who required theſe things at your hands? What Golpcll is 


this? How doth it helpe the Kingdom of God? Whut knows 


ledge, w hat fai h, what holinefl: of the truth doth it worke? 

T4 hcy yer ſtcive to juſtifie thele ordinances, and all the power 
of the prciates, ſaying, the Apoſtle ſaith, Let all things be donne 
decently and in order: therfore Synods may o;daine diocellan Bi- 
ſhops, and all ſuch Canons as are in England, and doubtleſle the 


will of God is, that they ſhould be obeicd. 1 ulwer the Apoſtle 
F - by this 
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The Fall of Babylott:' 27 
his | Þy.this decenicie and order , can not meane' atiy thing that ſhall 
di- | overthrow any of the ordinances of God, or make his word of 
rve| none effc&t in any particular. He ſpeakes it of things befors 
ho- | Mencioned in his Epiſtle. There were diyers who did cate theire Chap. tr; 
his {uppers when they came to the Sacrament, one is hungrie and ano- 21. 
ck, | #er is drunken : this was not decently and in order, 1f any man Chap, 124 
and | Pwunger let him eate at home. The holy Ghoſt givcth diyers gifts of 
ved | Wildom, knowledge, hcaling, faith, prophccie, tongues, 8c. to 
not | divers members of the ſame body, If the one of them ſhould ſay 
\ich | of che other, / bave no neede of thee: this were not to doe things 
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decently and in order. He wiſheth them to covet the beſt oifts, 
rather to proprecie then to ſpcake With tongues 3 that men praying» 


covered , and not {peaKeinthechurch: and above all, he there 
ſpeaketh of prophecying one by one, & of others.holding theire 
peace, and judging ortrying the Spicits: And fo of theſe, and the 


in order. As for thele new inventions of Biſhops and Synods, 
Chriſt hinſelfe ſaith, / will pat ypon you no other burden, but thad 
Which ye have alreadie hold faſt till f come; And ſhall men thinke 
that they may doe 11? Arc there any true Chriſtians that will not 
{ce that the offices of d.occflan Biſhops, who burden the church 
with (up 1fti-iovs cites, arenot de jure divine, net of God, but of 
men? That they w: reraiſed to this height and power, after the 
cxampie of the Biſhop and church of Rome, who in thoſe firſt * 
ages was imit.tzd by the moſi? So truly is ſhe called the mother of 
fornications and abhominations of the earth ; That they , beeing ar- 
wed with powet , {crve chiefely to luppreſle the truth in theſe & 
other points, ty get aud have dominion ove, mens faith, bring 
in Arminiani{me or other like crrours , forbid confutation of 
them, cxalt humane traditions, Ron iſh inventions and cereme=- 
nies, and like Egiprian tal kewailters to burden the churches 
with them , make, miniſters that they dace not ſee theſe evils, 


1 Bi- 
e the 
oltle 
this 


leaſt it ſhould hinder theire preferment, or they ſhou]d. be de+ 
rived of theire liveings, or filenced for ſpeaking againſt them, 
hilelt they {cs that others flatter or extoll them, and they ſerve 

; EEnt9” E \ thow: 
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or prophecying, ſhould be yncovercd , that women ſhould be CÞaP- #49 


like things, then in vie, he faith let all things be donne decently and Rev. 24 248 


Rom.14, 
'FP 


48.3. 36, ſes. This nay be Jonncio the day and inTemples, Philip and th 


20 - The Fall of Babdow. 
thouſinds for a religion, and inſteade of that Which Chriſt rs || | 
dained , as alſo for acloake of poperic , mooking and perſe | | 
cation. | | 
[c will be ſaide the Canons & ceremonies are not impaſed as | « 
matters of faith, bur'of order, and are counted things indiffes | | 
rent; and therfore innocent , and not fo hurtfall as you make | | 
then. [ anſwer 1, So were they atthe firſt in the Roman church, | | 
bur they grew into greater authority , and ſo do theſe amony | « 
thouſands in England, as ſlcight a matter as lore make of them. | 1 
r 
< 
a 
O 
b 


If things indifferent and innocent , why are they preſſed with 
ſuch power? For they are more vrg-d and obferyed by many 
then the Goſpel : In whoſe mindes thele Ifypolers & preachers 
of ceremonies only leaye Chriſt a name "while like vſurpers, 
they carricawaythe power of a Kingand Kingdom:and therfore | 
an offence againſt them is more puniſhed, and mote {korned by | tj 
fuch popelings, newters and temporiſers,then an offcnce againſt | 1; 
the Goſpel: who yet inall theſethings count themſelves the bers 
tet ſubjs@s, the better Chriſtians. 2. That in the booke of Arti- 
cles, which is of marrers of faith, miniſters ate made to ſabferibe 
to this, that 2b cbarch hath awthority to ordaine theſe things : rhat 
mult be by form power given them m'Gods word , and thatis as 4 
much as to make them tnarretsof faith and neceſhry, For thats] aj 
m tc implied: If, as they ſy , God have given erety national] gr 
charch this authority, then his will is chat theſe things ſhould bo gi: 
religiouſly obſerved and obei:d, and to breake them is frane. | 5-1 
Thusthey are or oughtto be of faith: for whatſoever is not of fanth] gi; 
#& fine. But, xs wee proved, the Papiſts take wany of theft vere-j 
monies , and even the oftice of divecfian Biſhops atrd Archbi- 
ſhops from the heathen, md from the daily etrctoachings of pres 
lates, therefore how ſhoald the ſubſcribing ro them, in this tyra» 
nie, b>of faith & no finneteſpecially ſecing they doe'many wates 
turne frorm God? ” 
T denie tot , but that ſotn things that the Apoſtles vcd are 
indifferent,and may be alrc.ed for time and place, as preaching 
and a&tniniftcing the Sacraments in the night and in mens how*l 
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Tunuch went both downe into the water, others tieede not to 
doe foe. But fich things altered, or added by Synods, ought to 
be yerie few , and fach. onely as noeeflity , and nor pretended 


fo ys to lay pon you no greater burden then theeſe neceflarie things. 
Marke they lay necefſarie things. I grant that ſome things i 
Church hath altered are ne cellariein ſome Churches,as thar the 
whole body ſhould not be dipped in Baptiſme, nor-men forced 
to ftand vncouered in ſuch cold countries, as Ruſſia and Swe- 
den,while Moſes and the Apofiles are read , as they did'of old, 
and as now they doe in prayer, and ſinging of Pfalmes : other 
order may be taken for aReader to reade the Scriptures and 
begin the Plalmes,allo for the manner of colleQing almes , fert- 
ting vp a pulpit with water for Baptiſme, and a table conye- 
niently placed onthe communion day : forat other times therg 
needes none. Bur ynder pretexr that the Church hath this 
power, itis moſt abſurd to ſay,it may giue authority to dioceſlan 
Biſhops and Archbiſhops, theire courts, power and proceedings, 


the oath ex officio,theire fining , imptiſoning , ſuſpending , filen= 
cing,and ſo many ceremonies, Altars,canons, cuſtomes, and tra- 
ditions, as are in England , more then were in the Apoſtles time, 
or then are in the reformed Churches of France, Germanie, Bel- 
ia and other countries ; and whereof there is no neceſlitie , but 
much miſchiefe , as beeing wany of rhem Popiſhand ſnares ten« 
ding to poperic,tyrannicall, and cauſing grievous ſchiſmes. 
Which if Queene Elizabeth did not aboliſh 3 confider how 
ſhe found the land , what policies and tempers ſhe yled, how 


ſhe ſuffered, as King Edward had donne, the lame ſervice in En- Cand. lib. 
liſh, wkich was before in Latin, ſome yaine things omitted , Po- 7: 1 16.28 
| piſh Pricſts to hold theire liucings 51 they would but take the TO 


conyeniencie require. For fo fay the Apoſtles and Elders, with aq ;..,, 
We whole Church at lernfalem flawed ole the Holy Ghoſt & Y «If, 


oath of ſupremacic:that there were therfore but 89. inthe whole 
land chat refuſed it; how the Tudgts, and many of tho nobilitie, 
Iugges in Parliament, were ſtil! Papiſts for many yeares after hee 


 coronation,as theReader may;finde inCamgen: withall that not- 
" yichſtanding all thecſe tempers , whicl ſhe thought thoſe times * 
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required , ſhe ſo loned the Gpſpell and was ſo far from beeing 
an enemie to the reformation of Geneya , that ſhe, as a meancs 
vnder God , eſtabliſhed it in Scotland , France and the Nether- 
lands, her forces did it. Againe conſider that the bcſt acts that 
eucr any. King of Iudah did , in the reformation of religion, 
were no exculc for his ortheire leauing the, high places vuaken 
awaysthat prouinciall and diocellan Biſhops, thcire ſeas, pompe, 
power and traditions,are ike thoſc high places: And laſtly con» 
ſider what way, or wherein, do theelc things edifice and further 
the Kingdom of God, the ſaucing knowledge of his truth , and 
thetruc preaching of his Golpell , whereby itis wrovghts for 
the ſame is the power of God to ſaluation, and that by which he 
hath brought many nations , and the verie thoughts of the heart 
tothe obedience of (hriſt. Haue the hierarchie, ceremonics and 
ordinances likwile beene the ouerthrow of poperie,and mightie 
weapons tocaſt downe the ſtrong holds thercot , & ro conyince 
and. ouetcome Papiſts, or other hereticks and wicked livers? 
or doe they not rather ſtrengthen the Papiſts in theire religion, 
and make them ſay,the Biſhops know well enough that the Ro- 
miſh is the true religion, for all or the moſt of theele things were 
taken from the Church of Rome? And this was the reafen, 
that not onely diuers Prieſts kept thcire liucings, but for the firk 
clenen yearcs of Queene Elizabeth , moſt of the Papiſts came ta 
Church; knowing that 'conformitie to. the ſervice and ceremo= 
nics doe not make a Proteſtant: that they , and euen the hieracs 
chie it (elfe, were of a Romiſh invention and cuſtom. [ 

All which ſheweth tliat things were: not rightly founded in 
the Engliſh reformation, as in the reformed Churches of France 
and Germanic: where if any would lcaue the Church of Rome, 
and become a proteſtant, he commeth to the Elders of the 
Chucch,is well inſtracted ay&ififormed by them ; after hecome 
meth into the publike congregation, all men looking vpon him 
wich loue and ioy,as vpon ofhteahat commeth to be maried; he is 


asked queſtions to this purpoſe FrWhether he. hold the Dorine 
of the old and new Teſtament to be of God and ſufficient ta 
bgncs are called by the 


{alyatjon 2, T bat ig the Sycramcats the figncs are c 
_.____ hogs 


—<— WY wm —_ cc wc cc CO OO —_ 


#. ad arg 
*, {+S$* : 
*» 1%. LL 

TE IGG 3 1 


The Fall.of Fabylow: 


mans ei{c among them : for all men make this profcthon , vnles 


they be burne and. bred-in ir,and then they doe ut by Catechifme: 


which things Church Papiſts will ncuec doe ; neither will the 


Pope dilpence with ther to doe ſoc:whereas in England, where 
neither at the fii ſt, nor cuer fiance, there was eucr any ſuch pro- 
fellion , if a man be but conformable to the Church in owtward' 


ceremonics, take the oath of allegeance , and communicate, he 
palleth for a Proteſtant , he may be cholen into any office of the 
c ommon wealth, be a Parliament man, and yet in his practiſe a 
Church Papilt,an Arminian,lakewarne,a {emie- Papiſt,or a tem- 
poriſer: np man dares account him fuch:; yca*he thinks that he 
ought to. be more regarded then the moſt fincere. Chriſtian, 


 whome he calleth apuritan, Thus the hierarchie, {crvice and 
 ceremonics are ſhelters, and cloaks to divers Religions, cauſe 


infinitic factions and divifions ; and are therfore very ill for the 


, ſervice of godly and jult Princes ; And this is the reaſon, that 
there hath come (0 litle good of late Parliaments , yea lo much 


hart,theire members, bceihg,by.this meanes of divers cclipions, 
and fome of them readie to. fide with the firongeſt , as beeing 


themſelves of a Corrupt Or none at all , like many of them thas 


beare [way and haue voyces in the elction of knights and Bur- 
oclles; euery one would haue thery of his vwne Religion and 
faction; which was the realon that the Duke and his adherents 
found fo many friends among them , and had ſo many Prelates 
and Clergic men to cloake and defend his doeings. lt is ſtrange 
that men will not ſee, that an imperfect reformation in the 
Church of England , is the vaile and ſhelter to couer and de- 
fend theele and many other corruptions ; which if. the preſbi- 
rerie had becne reſtored could never haue ſtood with the name 


of Proteſtants, or good Subjes, Sir Robert Cortens adviſe: 


heweth that the Land did greatly ſuſpe& the Duke and others 
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31 
thitigs ſignified;3; That the Pope of Rothe'is Afirichriſt ard the 
Charch of Rome the whore of Babylon/;rthe' mother of fotni- 
cations. , Theeſe andthe like: to which %he haucing ipublikely 
allenced,there is no*doubt of hisfinceritie : If they had a parlia- 
mcnof Proteſtants , they neede-not feare his fidelitie , norany 
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33 ' The Fall of Babylon. 
of PopiſhpraQiſet : Yeſee the hierarchic brings out ſach Pro< 
reſtants : And is it not fo in the greate pariſhes and eorpora-» 
tions of London, and indecede almoſt of all England , wherein 
commonly ſuch Proteſtants beare office, and all the ſway?) Yet 
they held with the Prelates , and the Prelates with them, which 
was thought enough to paſſe them for Proteſtants , though th 
were ſuſpected of rrecherie to the Churches beyond the Seas': 
where they ſay , the Engliſh can” neuer be at true-vnitic among 
themſclves, much lefſe with other Proteſtants , while the hierar- 
chic ſtands: vnder which as vnder Daniels tree fuch and (0 many 
Dan. 4.27, kindes of Beaſts doc ſhelter them(clves : and theifore the par- a 
liaments labourcd in vaine againſt theele faCtions,as ailo againſt 4 
the Appcalecr, D. lackſon , Cofen and his coolcning deuotions; pr 
the Biſhops for theire owne ends , taking part with them all, 
would in theeſe caſes haue allthe power , like the Phariſes that 
ſhut wp the Kingdom of God,not entring in themſelves for the loue | 
of it to worke a due reformation , and yet hindring others that, pa 
would. This is the order they pie(erve,and theele, and the like, ye 
are the fruirs of maintaining theire hierarchie, : 
The moſt z:alous members of the parliaments , loth to bal 6 
accounted puritans , thought to y old the hierarchie and ca« Gl 
nons , and yetto reforme , and prevent theeſe things and fo to 
make the hierarchie, canons and ceremonies , which indeede are 
Popiſh , bring forth fruice vnto Chriſt. Divers greate divines, 
beeing capable of Biſhopwricks or other preſerments,are of the 
ſame hope ; never conſidering that not onely gifts , but cuen the 
expectation of them , blinde the eyes of the wiſe ; that many in the fe {fe 
ancient Charch of Rome , and {ome of the Fathers themſclyes Eut 
had the like hope, but were deceined , making theire account 
_ 7.26 without Chriſt, who telleth vs , ye ſhall know them by theire fruits. 
* Domen gather grapes of thernes,or figges of thiſtles ; Chriſtian fruits] ; 
of Antichrciſtian inventions. The goodnes, or corruptnes, of the 
tree in knowne by the fruite. In the Engliſh reformation, di-| ; 
vers of tne Proteſtant tenets were iygraſted into theeſc Popiſh 
piaurs , which is thereaſon , that ſome Biſhops have brovgh out 
ſome fruits to the Proteſtant Religion , or rather to both Reli 
gions 3 


gious : For the 


moinics , beci 
The vecy Greek Biſhops , though diflcaring 
niſts, haue donnc it in the like things, in ambition,ſ{uperſticion, 


aboucc the ſupremacie (which {ome of them have aimed at) pur- 


gatoric and a few other things: and yet at laſt they were brought 
to (ſub(cribe to thoſe inthe councell of Florence, 


plague God hath fent on the Clergie , bzcaulle lik: rhe Avpels 


they Kept not theire firſt eftate of predbyters, nor reoctve the love 
of that ordinance. For now ſince th2.deathofuhe Apoſticy pro 
phets and Evavgelifſts, by the TcRament of God alldegrees of 
Glergiewmen that fence crope in, are not dugnches of Chriſtthe 


vine, he pave ſome to be paſtors, Terchouand Eldcrs, but ne 
ver any 10 be dioceflan Biihops. Snoh as arc not content wththe 
callings and ofliccs that he harh given for his church, bur aſpire 
t others, that make them Lords of Gods heritage, they abide 


Eutnias ht 1s the word , heis the vine, and his minittcrs ave rhe 
brenohes, by which his fulnefle is ſp1cad abroaldc, wherforche 
ſaith, 1f a mam abide not in me, he 15-caſt forth ns branch, and is wis 
thered. He {aith, abide inme, and 1 inyou , and ſheweth what that 
is, 7f ye abide imine, and my Words abide in you; and that as well in 
matter of officeand eccemonics according4to his ordinances , as 
in other things: Herein is my father glorifiell that ye beare nwch 


frumcy ſoe fall ye be my Diſciples, as if he (aide otherwiſe nor. Bt 
hops thertforc that haye got thcige Tallings of him, of His Teſta 
Mk, 


The Fall of Babylon, 98 
Epiſcopall oflace it (elfe , that is the Rockrand 
body of the trece,and the branches of it, court, canons and ceres 
Popiſh , muſt ncedes bring forth Popilh faite. 
from the Roma» 


tradicions, faCtions, and crrouts , the preateſt difference beeing 


As heathen Altars, idols and people, bceing ſuffered among 
the I{ralites, were a ſnare vnto them ludg. 2.2 {0 muſt it ncedes 
be with thelepopiſhoftices, altars and ceremonics ,. lefr among. 
proteftants : The parliaments therefore ſhould have ſtruck art the 
rootes and ſtocks of the trees, wh'ch bring our ſuch fruits in mat- 
ters both of the church and common wealth: and better 1bey ne- 
yer did , nor never can þringe foorth in avy nation : ft is a uſt 


% 


notiin him; and as he ſaith e£s the branch cannot beare fruite of it Toh. 15, 4 
ſelfe, except it abide in the vine, no more can ye except ye abide ime. 5,6.7Q1, 
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P1 The fall of Babylon, 
ment, are branches of ſome other trees, not of Chrift Teſus the 
vinc; and that makes them bring out ſuch fruite, as they doc, 

It will be ſaide y if kings may not give Clergie men ſuch ho- 
nourand power, as Conſtantin, Iuſtinian and other Emperours 
gavethem, where is theire prerogative? And if conneels may not 
givethe1n ſuch authority, as the councell of Nice, and other Sy- 
nods of thoſe times, gave ther; where is Chrifts prowile of tho 
Spirit? To the firſt I an{wer, weeare willed to give vnto Cyſar the 
wings that arc Ceſars, but onto God the things that are Gods : Thiss 
as wee have ſhewed,is a thing that is Gods: And who then would 
thinke that Chriſtians, if they may be ſo called, would ever teach 
that, -Kings ,. or Synods may give a power to Pielates, that ſhall 
niakeany of the ordinances of God of none effect, moſt of thoſe 
prelates, Antichtiſts,and one of them the grand Antichriſt? Kings 
indeed: are nurfing fathers to che church; bur that is then, to {cs 
that theire-pcople be fed with the fircere milke of the wore of 
God, and not with the traditions c f:men, or leaven of the Phart- 
Jes; which beeing not the bread of heaven , ſatisfieth not. Yet 
Prelates are ever buzzing Princes in the eares with there prero- 
gative-in what they have cftabliſhed. They may as well rc#lon 
thus. Ichoram made high places, and ſo cauſed men to commit forni- 
cation: He compelled Indah thereto: therfore Kings way {-t vp dio» 
ccian Biſhops and Sces, which arc high places, never 0: dained of 
God, ano ſo caulc fornications, and compell men to theire obee« 
dicnce: Ahiz law an Altar at Damalcus, ſent the faſhion of it ro 
Vr'jah the Piicft, made him make fach a one, and offer on it. 
thertore Kings way (et vp Altars, cauſe ſuch things, and divers 
others, taken from the heathen, Icwes, ot Papiſts, to be vied in 
theice churches, leroboam {ct vp golden calycs, Nebuchadnezar 
a golden [mage, and caulcd allto worſhip it: crgo Kings may ſet 
vp thelc golden Images the Biſhops, and cauſe them in all theire 
power, tradinons and ceremonies to be obcicd, that is worihip- 
p<d. Chriſts Biſhops would rather ſay, Kings are commaunded 
to write the abooke 'of the law , not to depart from it , as God 
willeth Ioſua, but ts mediate therein day aud night, that they may 
obſerys ts dag according to all that is written therein : therfore they 
| may 


The Pall of Babylon, 
may not make thcire ſabjects worſhip the Beaſt and 'take his 
marks; not though he pretend that they arerhe things of the 
Sprrir, either invented or confirmed in conncels. 

1f Chriſt, by whome Kings raigne, bethe King only wiſe, the 
beſt and nobleſt King, as he isthe wotd and wiſdom that rulerh 
his; then it is the greateſt and beſt prerogative, to be renued into 
his image, and feeke his kingdom, ſeeing the father faith , 7 have 
ſet my King vpon my holy hil of Sion, to rule all nations in all mat- 
ters of religion, be Wiſe now therfore o ye Kings 8&6. Now his Image 
is renewed ini knoWledge , righteoſneſſe and holineſſe of the truth, 
Marke, rot holincfle of mens inventions and traditions, bxt ho« 
lineſſe of the truth. The rudiments of the wotld, as Pavt ſheweth, 
bring mcn into bondage 2vd ignorance; bur the knowledye and 
obedience of the truth aH4 continuance thetein , 23 Chriſt alfo 
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Pla.z, 


Col.z, 18. 
Eph,4.24. 


Gal.4, 
Ioh. % 


faith, maketh men free and Sonnes of God: which is the greateſtho- Chap, 17, * 
nour that can be. He ſaith , Thy Word is Trath : Tam che Truth, Chap,14, 


His name is called the word of God. Such as yeeld ro Gods word, 
yeeld to this truth, they truly bow at the name of Teſus, and doe 
him homage, as the King of Kings. Princes are rightly called 
Gods Depuries,and traly honourable, when they tabour to bring 
men to this truc holineſle. For there is no trne holines , but the 
holines of the Truth. No man can ſerve two Maiſters, not God 
ind Mammon:much ifſe Chriſt and Antichrilt, who cornmaund 
and tcack contratie things, But Chriſtis the Truth. And ey 
one, faith he , that is of the Truth heareth my voice. To be of the 
Truth then, is to be a crue Chriſtian. e My ſheepe heare my voice, 
and they follow me, and a ſtranger they Will not follow. This ſtranger 
is one that bringeth falle doctrines , or for doctrines the tradi- 
cions and inventions of men. Hisſervants ye are to Whome ye obey: 
He ſaith not to whome ye pray, but to wheme ye obey: Hlimye 
ſerve & worſhip. whether Chriſt or Anrichciſt, God or any other 
orentare. 

The Papiſts,and all, that teach or obſerve for doArines coms 
maundements of men , will fay wee worſhip and follow Chrifk, 
Indeede his is the kingdom the power and the glorie. But as he 


Toh, 18.39 
dP. 10. 


Rom.6.16 


is the eternal word and wiſdom of God , he faith If 4 manſerve Toh, 12,46 
L EF 


vo, 
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me, let his follow me; that is to heare, beleeve and obey me, and, 


me only, as Tam God with thefather and the/ holy/Ghoſt, or as. 
| I only am the word made fleſh that reveale the father : for thow 
Mat.4+ ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt thouſerve. Ard 
above all in this , in belecving his word only , who cannotde- 
ccive nor be deceived. Otherwiſe though thou pray vnto him, 
and yle all externall devotions, he will not account that ſervice, 
or following him, but follewing a man knowes not who, what, 
or wherefore for how ſhall they call on him in Whome they have not 
beleeved? And how ſhall they beleeve in him of Whome they have not 
heard? there can therefore be no true (crving him, without hea- 
ring and belceving, nor no hearing to (ſalvation without hearing 
of him, nor indecde without obcying or following, for therfore 
it is added, But they have not all obeied the Goſpel. Some obey it not 
at all, as Iewes : others would ſcrve God and Mammon, others 
Chriſt and Antichriſt; others Gods word and the precepts of 
men: but this is not to obcic the Goſpell , to follow Chriſt, ro 
worſhip him aright: for he ſaith Fn vaine they Worſhip me, who teach 
for doftrines the commandements of men. Thus doc they who teach 
Mat.15. 9+ that dioccſlan Biſhops ſhould be received and obcicd , which 
make Gods word of the preſbiterie of none cffc,and this they 
alſo doe by other theire traditions and precepts, which not only 
Sce the Teh 7 VE” Gabfy > "Bo: Fo Jon 
crowne of <rolic the Golpel in other things, but terve men for a religion, 
aChriſtian and ſo make the word of God of none cftect. And while they 
Marcyr, hold that Gods will is that they ſhould be obcied, that is in effect 
to teach thum for dodtrines : they are no longer things indiffe- 
rent, bur necceſlarie ; or rather preſumptions that turne from ths 
Mar,7.%, truth, and make men lay aſide che word of God: for laying aſide 
the commandements of God , ye hold the tradition of men. As it he 
ſaide, ye cannot hold the ttadition of men , bur ye lay aſide the 
commandement of God, as wee finde true in marter of the preſ= 
bicerie and other things. Agiine , No man hath ſeene God at an 
loh,1-18: time: the only begotten Soune, which is in the boſome of the father, he 
hath declared him. «All things are delivered wnto me of my father:and 
Mat.11.27 yg man kroweth the father ſaye the Sonne, and he to Whome the Sonne 
loh.ry.15 Will reveals hin. But he ſaith to his Apoſtles, ell things that 1 
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\ hays heard of my father , ? have made { nowne wnto you ſo he hath 


fullic declared him. And the Apoſtles haye declared/ ynto'vsin PEA je 
the new Teſtament, all the counſel! of God. If therfore the Sonne, "On 7 
have not revealed thele traditions and precepts of men, in his 
T<ſtament, itis a greate preſumtion to (ay they may be impoſed, 

or that Gods will is that they ſhould be obeied. For becaiiſe 

Chiift only is the word that revealeth the'father ; thereforethir 

only ſhould be taught, which he hath revealed: by his Apoſtles 


- & Evangeliſts : but he hath not revealed theſe precepts of men, 


and therforc he ſaith 7n vaine they Worſhip me , Who teach for da- 
Arines commandements of men, As if he ſaide,” reje&ting God & 
his word ,, ye worſhip him whoſe traditions ye receive, and thit xp, , 
with, the greateſt and treweſt worſhip. The true Worſhippers ſhall 


* Worſhip the fether in ſpirit and wrath. V 1z.in obeying the truth, and 


yealding themſclyes 10 be wholly governed byit, as bya perfect 

and neccllarie rule, which requireth not a difference of mcates, y 
or (ach tiiviall things: but rightronſnes, and peace, & 10y ih the holy _— 
Ghoſt. He that in theſe things ſervath Chri$t; 15 acceptable to God: He ws 

is ative worſhipper, For ſo Paul ſaith effrer the Way that they call 
herefte, ſo worſhip 1 the God of my fathers, beleeving all things that are 
Written. To belecve the Teltaments and no more\is the true wor- Obejed, 
ſhip: This muſt needes be ihe worſhip vied by them who are (aide ? 
to worſhip in the Temple of the T abernacle of the Teſtimonie: Rey.12.1, 
becaule there was nothing ſeene in'ir, but the Aike of his Teſta» 15. 

ment : they belecved and obcicd all things that were Writren 

therein, and yo n:ore. To belceve and to obey is better then Sacti- 1.5am, T5, 
fice, and to hearken then the fat of rammes. lt is the beſt ſervice and mm 
worſhip , aSihc very [c(uits prove from this place : and thereby Ionati, Fa 
condemne themſelves, who give this beſt ſervice to theire ſupe- gbed, vir- 
riour, by bclecving and obcying him, as one that can not be decei- tute.ſeQ.5 
yed: though they cannot perceive, but he commaunds things 
contcarie to God, ,and ſo wake him theire God, Thus the Pope 
fits in the Temple of God as God , or as men (ay moſt rmaiſter in 
things : and thus papiſts worſhip. the Beaſt and his image. For his 


ſervants ye areto Whome ye obey. And yet this worſhip itt matters 


of icligion is only due ynto God,' whole word alone is the ſpirit 
| F 2 +." nar 


Rom.1.25 
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th taiveth life: yea men have more or |«fle;the Ipirix of prophe: 
clddiauld be obcicd,as theyſpeake according to that word: 
7d bf ore the Angel faith worſlnp God : for the teſtmmonit of 


c | | . 6. = . . . s . 
Teſws i; the Spiritof prophecie, His teſtimonie and no other, For the 


church is ſubject ro Chriſt not to the preceps of men. This tcfti- 


'monie ye ought: 10 beletyeand obey, as Paul did , in belcewing 
- all things that are written, and. ſo to worſhip God in Spirit and 


truth. For the Father ſceketh ſuch to worſbip bim. 

The Papiſts then in receiving avd teaching for Dottrines 
precepts and traditions of the Pape and Church of Rome, (o 
contraric to the word,do cerminly giue them this true and greate 
warſhip which only belongsro God: and (o are like them, who 
changed the truth of Gad into alie, and Worſhipped and ſerved the 
creature more then the creator, whois bleſſed for ever. Thus they are 
ſaide to worſhip the Beaſt and his Image. Many thinke that ſome 


ſugh thing is done by thoſe in England that defend & teach the - 


- authority of the Biſhops, theire hierarchie, Canons, decrees and 
* Eerempnics, becaule many of them are popiſh, and more prefled 


Rev. 14, 6, 
7+8.9s, 


by many , then ſome points of the Goſpel. And though divers 
due not doe this witha purpoſe to ſet vp poperie, vulefle in a few 
things , ndither can be perſwaded that the hieratchie isalimbs 
of the Beaſt, yer the obedience to ic in theſe things, if they, oc it, 
be.notof God, isa worſhip to it, and a ſerving the creatnce more 
then the creator, which indeede is much mote donne by the Pa- 
piſts to the Beaſt and his Image. . And here by the way it isathing 
worthy obſervation, that if inthe primative ages of thechurch, 
vnder the firſt Chriſtian Emperours , fome were touched with 
ſome of the popiſh opinions, as yery few werezand thoſe only in 
ſome things: yet they did ncicher mamtaine them againft ſuch 
light of doctrine , as is manifcii-d now a daies, nor give theirs 
falle doctrines and interpretations for lawes, as they have donne 
in theſe later ages, and fince the councell of Trent : which is the 
thing that makes them and theire followers fo abhominable, 
Therfore after one Angel haveing an everlaſting Goſpel to preach 
had cried feare God,' and Worſbip him : and that the ſecond had 
denounced the tall of Babylon z by whichtwo , (ceming to be 
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wicklife Luther and theire followers , came greate light of do- 
&rine; The thirde Angel followed them, ana. denounced cternall 
damnation to every one that ſhould after this time worſhip the 
Beaſt ang his Image , and receive his marke. And becaule ſome 
woutd rather luffer martyrdom then doc it , that is added, Here 
is the patience and the faith af she ſainits. Here are they that keepe the 
commanadements of God and the faith of feſus. Bleſſed are the dead 
Which henceforth ate tn the Lera , or as others rcade for the Lords 
cauſe, 

Here then wee may {ce theire impictic and danger, who con- 
tinue not in the word , but cither more or le<ſle reccive and pro- 
f.lle the Doctrine and ſuperſtion of. the Pope and Church of 
Rome , which is not taught in the holy Scriptures, they reccive 
the marke of the Beaſt, and worſhip him and his Image. To re- 
ccive,and hauc which marke, is to receive or have an impreſſion 
of the Popiſh Dottcine and Religion,in part or in whole, cither 
in Co , which is to haue the mark<e in the forhead z or by 
defending or helping the ſame by ſom meanes , which is io haus 
the marke in the right hand,as will appeare by ſhewing how men 
hage thc Scale, or marke of God,” The cternall word and Wiſ- 
dom of the Father is his exp:ct].: Lwage , w:th which the elc& 
are ſcaled in theire forhcads , by faueing Knuwledge and pro - 
fcſhon thereof , with faith and full alſurance. Which is when 
they receive the Doctrine of the holy Scripture , and it leaucs 
fuch an impre([ion in then , that they profeile they willreceive 
it and no other , vnder anypretence of the Spirit, vnlcfle it fol- 
low from the Game Tellament of Chriſt : who to ſhew that the 
Holy Ghoſt brings no.other Doctrine, be, the truth, calleth him 
the Spirit of truth, and ſaith , He ſhall not ſpeakg of himſelfe : But he 
ſhall receive of mine , and ſhall fhew it onto you. He ſhall bring all 
things to your remembrance,Whatſoener 7 hane ſaide unto you. So he 
leadeth into all trurh. And heſhall ſhew you. the things to come, 
that is touching the generall Apoſtacic vnder Antichrilt,and ſuch 
other things in the Revelation. 

Councels therefore doe vainly pretend the Spirit, if they 


ſpeake not according to the Teſtament of Chriſt. The word was 
EF 4 made 
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ec” 
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Toh.n, 
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made fleſh: the Diſciples ſaw the glorie thereof in his Doctrine at 
miracles, full of grace and Trath, Fhis cannot be (aide of the ca 
nons and inventions of men. Of his fulneſſe, faith Iohn, haxe ali 
wee receined: Grace and Truth came by leſus (hriſt. Whoſoeue 
brings not this word , this truth of God,is a decciver. Put thy 


anointing Which ye hane receined of him abideth in you , and ye needef. 


"not that any man teach you , but as the ſame aunointing. teacheth 
you. of all things , andis truth and is no lie. - Idaicus takerth Chriſt 
to be the anointing here meant ; and Lorinus on the place gines 
000d realons, why the word is (aide to betheAnointing. Indeede 
the Spoule faith to him , Thy Name is an ointment oWred 
forth. Now wee know his Name is called the word of God. And 
indcedethiseternall word (emeth to be the anointing meant, 
becauſe he ſaith, it is Truth and is notie : And Chriſt that word, 
becauſe he addeth , and ewen as it hath taught you ye ſhall abide in 
him , or it: in the anointing. eAnd now litle children abide in him, 
that when he ſhall appeare wee may hawe confidence , and not be aſha- 
med before him at his comtning v. 12. to iudgiment : for the word 


Ioh.12748. ſhall Judge vs atthe lat aay, and Chriſt is that wotd , as Auguſtin 


Toh,8$,37. 


30, 


1 Ioh.z.2, © 99s word. Ther: fore Iohn ſaith 


Ioh.17. 


proucth on that and many other places of lohns Goſpel. es 
many 4s receined this word, this eternall Truth, to thems he gaue po- 
Wer to become the Sonnes ofGod,eue to them that beleone int his Name; 
wholename is called the word of God : Thercfote he faith 
to them that beleeued on him.?f ye continue in my Word, tht are ye m 
D\ſciples indeede , and ye ſhall know the truth & the truth ſhall makg 
Jor! free: and ſheweth the ſame truth to be the Sonne that ma- 
Kcth Sonne s & free, ſaying 7f the Sonne therefore ſhall make you free 
ye ſnailbg ree indeede. This comes of the faucing knowledge of 


God , andit doth not yet appeare what Wee ſhallbe : that is becauſe 
wee hnow but in part : But when he ſhall appeare We ſhall be like 
him: for Wee ſhall ſee him as heis. eAnd euery man that hath this 
hope parificth himſcife, enen as he us pPHre. Thus, as Paul faich men 
put on the new man, which is revewed in knoWleage after the Ima 
of him that created hir,and that ſaucing knowledge is the caule 
ot Icucing and obeying him, and of purifying of a mans felfe, 
| as ho 


TW Wee are the Sonnes of 
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as he is pure. 'Thercfore it is that Chriſt ſaith, this is eternall life x Dow? 
to know thee,and hins Whome thou hait ſent. Saucing knowledge as namGuids 
one (aith, becing the ground of obedience, and the roote of faith and all to Goilie 
other graces For how ſhall they call ypon hins in wWhome they hane Pele cha, 
not belecucd ? and how ſhallthey beleene on him of whome they haue R 
got heara? Or haue no knowledge. Divinely therefore faith Da- Pl. 6 
vid/Make me to underitand they way of the precepts,ſo ſhall I talke of 27,33 34, 
thy wondrous works, Giue me vnderſtanding , and | ſhall keepe thy 

Law. And therefore Auguſtin faith that wee way loue things 
vnſcene,but not vynknowne.For to ſhew that the firſt converſion 

of a Chriſtian is wrought by illumination , knowledge anda 

incly faith that followeth therevpon,Chiiſt ſaith ro Paul, 7 ſend Aa 16.18 
thee to the Gentiles to open theire eyes ,and to turne them from darknes * * 

zo light : that is from the power of dakncfle, to the Sonne of | 
lighizas he addeth from the power of Satan pntoGod. Wherefore he ws +6 
ſhewceth that theGentiles in times palt walked after the Piince of = Pe4 
the power of the aire , and were aliened from the life of God, 
becanſe theire vndertanding was darkened, through the ignorance that 
was in them , becauſe of the blindneſſe of theire heart : that becing 
aliens from the common wealth of [ſrael,and ſtrangers from the 
couenants of promiſe, they were at that time without Chiiſt, 
po- baveing no hope , and Without God in the world. Hence it was that 
they, becing paſt feeling , game themſelyes ower to Yorke all vnclean- 
ich weſſe with greedineſſe. 
my Whi.h ignorance and blingdneſle, is ſo-greatea finne, and fo | 
akg preate a caule of finne,that the Pialmiſt Gith , poWre ot thy Wrath Pſa.7 9,6, 
pon the heatben that haue not knoWen thee ,and vpon the King- 
free doms that haue not called vpon thy name. And the Apoſtle ſaith, 
thatthe Lord / eſt; ſhall come from heauen with his mightie Angels, , The 1.7 
5 of in flaming fire, taking vengeance 0n them that knoW not God : That s, 
ule is, becaule they care not for this greate favour he youchſafeth 
ke to reueale himlclfe, in revealing his word in theeſe and other 
is things vnto finfull men , that by recciving the loue and know- 
cn I ledoe of his cternall word and truth, they may be made Sonnes 

9% Þf and friends of God,% to obey him better then they haue donne. 
uc Y For as Ioſcph by the fayours his maiſter ſhewed him , was 
ri JRele 


Tit,t,r1, 
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Chap. 3. 
I8, 
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 Prelares teach other things , it is more then ncedeth ; That weel 


1. Cor.2.1 
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taught to denie to finne with his miſtrefſe ; So this greate gracs 
of God, bringing ſalvation hath appeared to all men, R_ vs 
that denying vugodlineſſe and worldly luſts , Wee ſhould line ſoberly 
righteouſly and godly in this preſent World. So that the more layeing 
knowledgethere is in a man,there will be the mote faith, pietie, 
righteoutnefſe and holineſſe of the truth. The Angels in hea- 
ven, doe Gods will better then we, becauſe they know him bet- 
ter rhen we: and wee ſhall docit berrer, when wee know him 
berter , when wee ſhall ſee him as he is. Therefore Peter faith 
Grace and peace be multiplied unto you , throrigh the knowleage of 
God,and of lefus our Lord. Therefore when Molcs defrred to ſeef , 
an: know God, he ſhewed himlclf- in theele words, The Lord, I ,, 
ehouah,ſtrong, merciful, graciows, long ſuffering, abundant in kind-Jj ,; 
neſſe and truth,reſerving mercie for thouſanas, forgiveing iniquitie &c.Þ| ;, 
This beciog a ſumme of the Goſpell. And therefore allo Pauly ,. 
prayeth for this,as one of the greateſt bleflings that can be , thatſ ;,, 
the Father of glorie may gine unto you the Spirit of Wiſdom and reve- 
lation in the knowledge of bims , the eyes of your vnderftanding beeing 
inlightened , that you may know what is the hope of h1s calling : and 
what the exceeding greatneſſe of his poWer tovs ward that beleeve : {a 
That wee may be filled with the knowledge of Gods will, in all Wiſdowl |,, 
and ſpirituall vnderſtanding. Knowing as was ſhewed , that this _ 
worketh ſanRification, that the Image of God is renewed in '" 
know lcdge; and thereby in righteouſneſſe and hohneſſe of the truth,}| .. 
Not holinelle of mens inventions and traditions , but in holi- 
neſſe of the truth, Which is when they arg confident, that they 
neede not that any man teach them , bur as the ſame Truth rea- 
cheth them of all things, and is truthand is no lie. T hat while} 


S n= x 3 QV &A = =, oc 


ſhou!d-all ſpeake the ſame thing, to avoide diviſions: but that 
mult be the Teftimonie of God , which the Apoltles declared vntoſ 
v2,otherwiſe divifions cannot be ayoided. For men muſt contend} ; 
carnclily for the faith once delivered co the Saints , holding is | 
faltz and when they profeſfe as much, that is to haue the Sealc}* 
name or marke of God in theire forheads:. | 
For Xamarryp , a CharaRter or marke , comes of yaparrul is 
which 
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which ſignifieth to make a deepe impreflion. Letters are there- 
fore called Characters , NE thoſe elements wee firſt learne, 
leave a ſtronge ſcale in our memories : So doth the DoQtrine of 
Godin the heart and Soule, where he promiſed to write it. 7 will 
Law in theire inward parts , and write it in theire hearts.: $0 
doth he his prowiſes, whereby wee are made to belceye & obey, 
and conſequently ſealed with the marke, or Image of God. "/n 
Whome alſo ye truſted,after that ye heard the word of truth : in Whome 
alſo after that ye beleeved,ye were ſealed with that Holy Spirit of pra= 
wiſe. Thus the Lord (ealeth men by the miniſtrie of his-word, 
and cooperation of the Holy Ghoſt. God, faith Paul, hath made 2,Cor. 3.3 
vs able miniſters of the new Teftament , not of the letter but of the Spi+ 6 17.18, 
rit which giveth kife,and conſequently ſealeth. Now the Lord (that 
is Chriſt the word) is that Spirit, Namely which wee adminiſter 
to the Soule and vnderſtanding,and which ſcaleth; Wherefore < 
he addeth , wee all with open face beholding as ina glaſſe the glorie tas bs 
of the Lord are changed into the ſame mage; and conſequently ſea- the word 
led therewith. And that ſcaleis in thcire forheads , when they of the 
rofeſlc it, and that they will receive it, and no other : Spitis Lord, 
ſaide Hart not the earth, nor the Sea, nor the trees , till wee haue ſea- | 
led the Servants of our God in theire forheads." T heeſe are ſuch as 
receive the Teltimonic of Chriſt , and no other DoCtrine , vn- 
Icfle itfollow from the fame. Suck,vehoulding Romiih ſuperſti- 


Ter. 31.335 


Epheſ. 1, 


I'3. 


tion, propheſicd in Sackcloth ; yer could not be hurt by the lo 


cuſts,the Monkes ang Friars;all theire tales of purgaterie affright 
not them: They haue the Fathers name written in theire for- 
heads, becauſe the word is called his name,and expreſſeth him, 
as an Image ona Sealc doth him whole Image it is. / have mani- 
feited thy name. ynto the men which thou gavest me, that is thy <a 
word,as it followeth 1 hauc ginen them the words which thou gaaeſt (is 
me, & they hane received them, Keeps through thine owne name thoſe 
which thous haſt ginen me; That 1sthrough thyword: who are , ,, et.1,5, 
kept by the poyver of God,y/thatis by the word of God ,. by which 14;þ,.2, 
all things were made. and; areypheld. Now then this cternall 
and divine word , by which the world was made andis vpheld, 
is called the Fathers Name , as beeing his word, the brightneſſe . f 
\ » 


of, add 


. pu ” " 
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his plovit, and Churaltty of hit ſubſtance , that is his exprefie Cha- 
nw aa which eeea dom ,and wherewith wecare ſcaled : 
which CharaRer of word:the Sotme is 5 therefore they arcalſo 

Reu. 19, Tide to hae the Sores name on theive forhrads. Now on hishbrad 
Were many crownes and a name written, v. 12. which ſhewed what 
be was ; and his n4me # called the word of God. Of which thete« 
fore., and for which all Kings ſhould hold theire crownes , and 
not of the Pope , nor for his traditions and fervice, Thus Fohm 

\.Tok, faith Hethat cominnethin the Doitrine of Chrift he hath both the 
Father and the Sonne ; the Father and tis word. ThereforeR 


maſt needes bethe marke of God, which hehad , who ſaith am 


Reu.ro. 


Chap,r5, #hy fellow Servant , and of thy brethren which hauethe Teſtimonia of 


6. & chap. Jeſus. And that is alſo proved by this, that he is one of the'teayen 
- Angels that commeth out of the Temple of the Tabernacle of 
agahktdr Tcftimonie, that is out of the Church millicant againſt Anti» 
' chriftand his adherents. And if he come thence , ke is certainly 
one of them that 4yorſhip therein, Keepe his ſayings , and contend 
forthe truth: which'things men doe. He'ts a man:for fo he ſaith 
f am'thy felloty Servant and of thy brethren the Prophets, and of thes 
that kzepe the ſayings of this'booke; that haveTthe T cſtimonic'of Te- 
lus. As all thoſe muſt needes haue, that hauethe markeof 'God: 
they arc {uchas continue in the word , ſuch as are the rrug 
Church,becanſe rhey continue in the word, defend & ma'ntaine 
| and ho other , &s the Church doth which is called the pillay of 
Tiw.3 zmwth.Andnot as owein England doe , who ſerve for lirtteelte 
J thento defend theire owne ambition , cahuns and ceremonies, 
and'yet would be called the Church of Chriſt. If one of theefe, 
_ through flaiterie, g:ow fo greate in favour with his Prince, asto 
ruleall-as hce/lift, ro tarne Relipiontinto Popiſh complemenrand 
ceremonies, to'mould irafter his owne humour': If therefore 
many outof feare, flatterie, or hope of favour follow and juflifre 
him,is he the Church? not he, nor he and all his flatterers. '[fke 
could bringfower,or fiyc,or all the Biſhops to'his Religion, are 
they the Church? They might ſee that fo the Charch of Rome 

came to becorrupted ; That theeſe in'the Temple of the Taber 
ngcls of yg Tyſtimonic grg opely ths true Church, becauſerkey 
TL | + | 2». 
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continne inthe word , and will receive ng other that the ſame 
muſt needes be the maike of the true Church , which is hers the 
warke of true Chriſtians. 

Theſe, as wee have ſcene , are ſet out by the Tewes the firſt 
Teſtament, who neither in dotrine., nar ceremonics, might r&- 
ceive any thing which God had not commaunded,, but were ta. 
hold inall things to his ficſt ordinances and ioftitutians: wherein, Ctowne -- 
when they failed, they were plagued ;. and that it would be ſo, of 2 Chri- 
with Chriſtians, if they changed Chriſty ordipances,or let in any ſtian Mar- 
innovations hath appeared by his conſtant comparilon,to the ſea» "VE: 
yen Churches and others, of Churches compared to aleruſas 
lem,and an harlot,to the Temple of Gad, and the Synagogne of 
Satan. to the inner Temple, and the egurt withour ; he will zac 
yeald theel(e later to be Iewes, that is Chriſtians;becauſe of other 
Lords,they hold other Lawes in Religion, in order, in ecremes» 
nies and other things : they doe not hold faſt the word and prdis 
nances which he lcft, wichour receiving ipnovatiqns or invens 
tions of men : therefore they are nor of that part, of his Temple, 
which he alloweth te be accounted his Chucich,, but of the core x 
without , which is ginen to the Gentiles ; that is to Antichriſt and B23» _ 
others ;who in Gods account are as Gentiles , ſuch as in divers 
: | things will. net heare his word , but make it of none effet with 
theice dominion and traditions. Thcy hold ſora Chriſtian truths, 
but notall : Thoſe in England , that are defenders of the hie+. 
ff rarchic, or Arminians, hold morethen the Papifts , yet not all, 
Chriſt will not yeald ' (om to be lewes , who perhaps failed in 
fewer things : Iudge therefore I pray you , whether: they be nat-. 
of that ſort, or like ther, of whume Chriſt ſpeakerh , which ſay Chap,2; 
they are Tewes and are not,of the trueTemple & are not viz.not, of 
thoſe ſecret .parts of '\the Temple. As there was nothing tn the z, King.ſ, 
erks ſane the two tables of Stone, lo there is nothing inthechurch 8, - +: 
of Chriſt , inthis Temple , but the TcRimonic of leſus ang: his | 
government the Elderſbip 3 no Popiſh dominipn, nor traditions ; 
IE,therebad,lobn who rooke.cxact meaſure of ig, & {aw jr oper, 
ned would. baue xevenled it in bis Revelation; byt there was. 
noching cl{c (crnc {aye thats, and tbewthet warſhip rherejn : Who : 
| G 2 therefore 
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therefore uſt needes be thoſe that from the heart receive and 
obey that word;and'no other ; for rhere is no'othet'there. This 
was then ſo greate an honour that Iotin was readie to worſhip 
him that was ſuch a one, as if that' were'the beſt nob1litic to be 
thas ſtamped & ſcaled withthe Image of God,& in all doCtrincs 
AR.17,01 arid Liwes of Religion ,' to kane recourſe to the Law and to 
4 the Teſtament, like the men of Berea, to (ce if the Teachers 
| tanght according to this word. And yet in England , he that is 
ſach a one is in contempt called © Puritan, hared and {corned ,afid 
that by the Prelates themſelves ; who therefore deſpiſe all tar 
arc of this Temple ; Becauſe indecde if dioceſſan Biſhops, theire 
power, canons and cetemoniesz be not according to this word, 
they that are of this Temple care not for them. They have theire 
loines girt about With the Truth; they ſtand faſt in one Spirit, With ons 
minde, ſtriveing together for the faith of the Goſpel; they have the te- 
ſtimonie of Ielts; as here one of them ſaith, they continue in his 
word, and ſo art Diſciples indeede : They confeſle and profeſſe 
this word , 'and fo have his name and marke ontheire forheads: 
.to'which the binding of the law , to the hand and forhcad; did 
Deut.s.s, Point in a figure: and both that, and this, doeſhew that in mat- 
ters of religion , the Lord is our Indge , the Lord is our King , the 
1, Tim, r. Lord 3s onr lawgiver. He 'is'the King only Wiſe,” Every man had 
Phil neede ro'beleeye and receive this 3 and to 'fay with Patil'7 ler os 
31% walke by the ſame rule, let vs minde the ſame thing : for this ye fee ig 

themarke ofa Chriſtian.  - | a 
And by the Rule of contraties ,' the marke of Antichriſt muſt 
needes be an imprgſſion of that his do@rine;law,and ſuperſtitions 
Tites, which ts more then the word revealed, or agaicſtthe fame: 
theprofeſſionand obſervation thereof is the marke , as the ob- 
Mac 4 ſeryation of the heatheniſh rites is called Xapaxtryp, the chara- 
22, *.*. ter or marke of the Grecians. The Pope would that all men 
ſhould receive defend and profeſle his doQtrine and ſuperftitious 
rites', and fo ſhould receive his marke in theire right hand and 
forheads. For in the forhead that is by profeſſion and in the right 
band,that'ss by operation, as the ordinarie gloſle expoundeth, An- 
tophus allo and Lyra teach that y' choracter or wrorky 7 6 certaing 
ow | [anne 
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- mmamyer of liveing avcording to the law of any , 'Whereby men are di- , 
Fingwiſhed from/others. So the Pope cauſeth all men ro rake his epif in mM 
marke,for he ſaith, Everie ſowlethat Would be ſaved muſt confeſſe the a@x ſextz 
forme of the Roman tradition. Wee affirme, define,and prononnce that it Synodi 
15 altogether neceſſarie to ſalvation for every humane creature to be <9" anti- 
ſwbjett to the Pope of Rome. Hereumo agreeth that glofle, /tis evi- i" _7 
dent that the church 1s therefore one , becauſe in the yniverſall church, On M 4 
there is one ſupreame head , to wit the Pope, whome all that are mai 6. & 
of the Church are bound to obey: He incarreth therefore the ſinne of pa- obed, 
ganiſ? me, Whoſoever renounceth obedience to the ſee Apoſtolike. Thos Clement, 
he cauſeth all rotake his marke, If a man would know a litle op" 
better, what the warke is; he may ſee the ſame in the Popes new w of. D 
creede of the Trent faith , as it is propounded: by the Bull of x8,c, ſiqui 
Pius 4. and that at of the councell of Trent, wherin it was or- ſunt, 
daintd , That the Biſhops ſhall in the firſt provincial councell receive 
the decrees of the Synod of Trent, promiſe obedience to the Pope,eAna- Hiſtor, of 


| b ; 
thematiſe the hereſies condemned, and every Biſhop hereafter promoted ol "ef 


ſhall doe the ſame.in the fir5t Synod: and all beneficed men, Who are to Trent lib 
aſſi#t in the dioceſſan Synod ſhall ade the ſame therein. Thoſe who have gp, 998. 
the care of univerſities and ſtudies general, ſhallindeavour to make the 
Decrees to be received in them, &Cc. and ſhall take aſolemne oath 

herein evcry yeare.. All both {mal & greate ,. Pricſts and people, 

take this warke/in the forhead , who ,profelle the Romiſh or | - 
Trent faith; To takeitin the hand, thatis to maintaine jt (in pacÞ 

or in whole) by wit, {word,.-power, purſe or otherwile, whe- 

ther openly, as profcſt pap'ſts, or moreprivately , as diſguilcd 

wolycs., inthe ſhecpes cloaching of a protcſtant out fide , faile 

brethren, ſuch as creeping in vnawates,doe mote or lefle pratiſe - 

the bringing in of poperic and diviſion, or flatter thole that doe: 

which is the roote of all other vngodlineſle , preſumptious fin- 

ning, licentiouſncflc and corruption, and indeede of turning the 

ace of God into lacivieuſneſſe, prevarication, and following the Way «+ 

Balaam for reward, as S.luds obleryeth in alike caſe; and ther- Tude 3.te, 
ore wiſhcth men to contend earneſtly for the faith Which was once 1%: 

delivered to the ſaints: which ſhewcs that the only way to preſerve 

that good which rcmaincthzand reforme all things thatare amiſle 
I G 3 "Pip, 
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is to contend for that puritic and fimplicitic in do@rine and di- 
{cipline, which God by his Apoſtles ordained in his Teſtament: 
for therefore againſt all theſe innovators, flatterers and mockers, 
he ſaith , but remember ye the Words which Were ſpoken before of the 
e Apoſtles 8c. building vp youre ſelves in youre moſt holy faith : keepe 
yonr-ſelyes in the love of God : eAnd others ſave with feare , pulling 
thews ont of the fire; hating even the garment ſpotted by the fleſh: much 
more then the marke of the Beaſt and all appearance of ir. | 
As for the nnmber of the Beaſt , which is the number of a 
wan , and his number 666. ſome finde it in the word Romans, 
written in Hebrew characters, and that is the number of a man, 
becing the name of one of theire Popes. But Iohn wrote in 
Greeke, and to the Greeke churches: che:fore the name Lateinos 
written in grecke letters, which was the name of a King in Iralje, 
is more probable: becauſe the Beaft is latin , and fo are his body 
and members, and as Ireneus alſo noteth , The moſt true kingdom 
hath this name: for they are latines Which now raigne. And we know 
that the Dragon which then raigned was to give his throne to the 
beaſt, The word AATEINOZ as King lames oblerverh, ſutes 
well with the Romiſh church, Romiſh faith and latin ſervice. The las 
rer as I take it, beeing eſpecially meant in this place ; as beeing 
brought into the church by Viralian, and fo by the ſecond Beaſt, 
who alſo firſt (et vp organs in churches' and other ceremonies, 
2nd that aboute the yeare 666, Now whereas he cauleth , that no 
man might buy or ſell, ſave he that had the marke, or the name of the 
beaſt, or the number of his name : This ſheweth , that if a man will 
live in peace among them, he muſt profelle the Trent faith. Som 
Papiſts will not doe this. For as ſom in England are content ts 
{ceme to be proteſtants, yetare church papilſts, poptſh ot newters? 
lo arethere & ever were, ſom in Spainc, Italie & Rome,who are 
c@tent to ſeeme to be Papiſis,yer in theire hearts abhor theTrene 
fairh, 8 yet ave not profett 8 perfect proccfiants; (thoggh the Ins 
quilitors when rheyfinde in any point puniſh them for ſuch) as 
wanting libertic, and meancs of knowledge. Now if ſach will 
notiake che tharke, hehpes profefle and defend rhe Trent faith, 
yet maſt they haye the name of the Beaft, be called latin, or Re 
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The Fall »f Babylon, 49 
man, Catholiks, thatis yniverſals, of him the vefiverſall Biſhop. 
If onebe lJoth to take his name, yer if he will buy and ſell, he 
wouft xt {raft have rhe number of the Beaſt come to the latin ſer- 
vice, nd vic {ome [atin ceremonies, heare the finging men bc. as 
church popiſts have this that they come to the Engliſh churches, 
though rhcy haveno proteſtant relipion in them: only they like 
well of rhe hierachie, traditions , cathegral ſervice and many ca- 
ofa | nons, Knowing whence they came and whither they tend : even 
wwe, | to his kingdom & ſervice who obtained of the murtherer Pho- 
an, cas to be called yniverſall Biſhop. For this bceipg aboute the 
in yeare 606. ſhornly after, he got thepower of that 1irle , and then 
nor | Fromthenceforwards Rowiſh cuſtomes , thonghneverſo ſu 
lie, ſicions, were obſerved for lawes. eAntomin of Vakelina, a Do- 
dy minican f1iar, in the councel of Trent faide, That it was plane by 
om all hiſtories , that anciently every church had her perticular Rutual of 
WW the Mafie , brought in by wſe and vpon occaſion, rather then by delibe- 
he || ration and decree; and that the ſmall churches did follow the Aſetropo= 
tes | Hitan anapreater, Whith weere neere: The Roman rite had beene #0 
las | gratifie the Pope recerved in many proymoes. But, as he proved by a 
ng | booukecalled Ordo Romanus , that of Rowe had alſo had greats 
alterations , both in ancient and later times , Within 300 Yeares. [nſo- 
TP much that the veſtments and other ornaments of the Mimiſters and 
no eAltars,as appeareth by bookes, Statues and/pittures , are ſo changed, 
he that if the ancients ſhouldreturne into the world , they would not know 
i them: Therefore he concludeth that to binde all to approve tHe Ro- 


m wan Rites might be reprehended as 4 — of antiqnitie , and 
'G of the vſes of other Churches. Neverthcles the Engliſh P:elates, 
«7 havcing 1etained many of them, and divers other Romith cus 
re Roms in theite canons and hierarchic , doe |binde all that are in 
i& | 'thcire Churches to approve and vſc them ; and yet will not be 
» | .perſwaded that this is tro worſhip the Beaft,or in part to haue his 
& {| marke: Becauſe ſay they it is not:donne -on purpoſe to ſerve or 


1: | flatter the Pope or Church of Rome. Chriſtſaith it fhall corre 20 
paſſe that be that killeth you ſhall thinks he doth Godſervice , yet that 
doth not let, butchat therein ſuch a murtherer or perſecutor doth 
kryethe devil and his miniſters, I would they that are fo zealous 
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to maintaine humane authority , in traditions and ceremonies; 


would but lay theele things to heart. And withall , thatit will 


not ſerye them to (ay, they are fullic ſatisfied with thoſe reaſons 
which mayſter Hooker hath given, in his booke of Ecclefiaſticall 
politie; or D, Burgelle in his bookes againſt D. Ames, or any the 
like Authors, if the Teſtimonie of lelus be againſt them, All 
Fathers, all Authors, all councels, all rcaſons, in ſuch cafes, are 
nothing to the Teſtimonic of Ieſus. On which argument, I ſhall 
neede to ſay the Ifle in this Treatife, becaufe of late divers 
works haue becne publiſhed that convince them of errour : in 
ſuch caſes as the curtaine of Church power.e freſh ſuite againſt 
humane ceremonies in Gods Worſhip , by that learned and godlie 
witnelle D. Ames, a litle before his death ; Alſo the crowne of a 
Chriſtian Martyr. A worke which he that loveth the Lord le- 
{us , and the lafety of his owne Soulc, hath reaſon to examin, 
becauſe the will of God, in theele caſcs, is therein infalliblie pro= 
2+ Pct.r,2, ved ; and asthe Apoſtle faith , Grace and peace 1s multiplied to 
men , through the knowledge of God and of feſus our Lord. Out of 
whole Teltunonic,it is there wanifeſted , that as the true Iewes, 
the true Chriſtians, ſo the true Icruſalem,the true Church, con- 
liſteth of thole that keepe. the commaundements of God, & ths 
faith of Ieſus, that hold faſt or defend the DoEtine , Diſcipline 
and ceremonies , which heleft; Whence it muſt needes follow, 
that by ſo much as men maintaine , or approve, the inventions 
and preluwptions of men in Gods ſcrvice, by ſo much are they 
fallen into the finnes and fornications of Babylon, whereof one 
is ſtill the roote (cede or ſpring of anvuther ; the leller wedges 
and cracks make way for the biggat; the ſmaler thecves, thruſt in 
at a window or hole,open the doores to the greater : Therefore 
though ſom ſay , ſo long as the Goſpell is well preached inſom 
Pariſhes , why ſhould wee {tumble at ſtrawes , or trouble our (cl» 
ves with trifles ? yet wee ſhall finde, that in corrupt waters , men 
that thinke to goe but yp to the ancles,and no de. per,d0 oft be= 
fore they areaware of ir,ſtep vp to the knees, then to the loines, 
and at laſt over head and cares: and fo in {uperſtition, ignorance, 


and crrour; A few ſpacksnegleGed do oft kindle a greate fire, 
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and as the Apoſtle faith eL lirle leayen leaveneth the Whole Iumpe? Gal. 5g. 


How. then dare men defend ftaines and corruptions to be (male 


"'B- matters? 


And what ato theſe ſmale matters and trifles? which they ſay 
men doe {oe vainly and fooliſhly ſtand vypon? The Lord by his 


Apoſtles ordained Elders in every church by eleftion , wade them A&.14; 


Biſhops, overicers of theflock , to feedethe church, to hold 
faſt that which Chriſt left , to govern according to his ordinan« 
ces , and Keepe thechurch as achaſt Icruſalem from the inven- 
tions and preſumtions of men : That men ſhould yet ſet yp dio» 
celſan Biſhops, who by bringing in a world of ſupciſtition and 
tyrannic into the church ſhould make theſe of none cffc&, and 
the church to become a Babylun, are trifles with them. They are 
trifles with them , that dioccſſan Biſhops ſhould have the power 
to admit into the miniſtrie, and to places of cure, whome, and 
ypon what conditions, they will, to enforce a conformitie and 
ſubſcription 'to theire hierarchic and ceremonies z though it be 
proved, that they take thcire hierarchie, ſurpleſle, coapes, Altars 
and other things from the Romaniſts, as they from the heathen, 
that theire cathedrall ſervice, and many of theire canons, areta= 
ken from Babylon; as likewiſe theire power in theire offices and 
courts, to impoſethe oath, ex officio, to ſilence, ſuſpend, impriſon 
and deprive of cure and mimiltcie , for non-conformitie in theſes 
things: to enfoice all to vie a forme of praier , which is nothing 
but the maſlc in Engliſh , in ſom things refined , but not in all; 
the ſurpleſſe and other popiſhcuſtoms beeing ſtill retained : And 
though it be proved that the Papiſts doe much eloricin it , thac 
theſe things ſtrengthen them in thceire religion; that D. Iackſon - 
and other Arminians , have alleadged it with ſuch authority; as 
men vc to alleadge the Scriptures ; that ſom things in it ſceme 
tO approve ſuch opinions ; that ſuch things doe, by ſuch meanes, 
zet into the place of the Scriptures; yet all muſt till be maintai- 
ned: and that though it be alſo proved, that this forme of praier 
and cercmonics, doc oft.ſerve drunkards, adulterers, prophane 
mockers, meere civill wordlings, vſurers, oppreſſors, and a 
world uf carthly men, for arcligion : though they haye wg 28 
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love to the preiching of the word, to knowledge, faith and tho 
ke graces, but ſcorne and perſecute ſuch as have, yet if they can 
but pretend love to the common praicr, they are ready to count 
themſclves the better Chriſtians , the better ſubjeQs z they may 
the ſooner be choſen parliament men, or into any other office of 
the church or common wealth: and fo they may come to beare 
greateſt ſway in proteſtant churches, who are church papiſts, 
yore in the ſpiritoall government of Chriſt ,& other divine 
things, or greate enemies of the reformed religion: That non re- 
dents, double benificed men, aud dumbe miniſters , make this 
thcire colour and defenſe , that they have in theire churches the 
common praier, and all the ceremonies ; that Biſhops and Prin- 
ces, whote cxample the greater part are ſubje& to follow , do 
more favour theſe, then painfull and conſcionable miniſters; 
knowing that theire canons allow many to haye two liveings: 
Becauſe alſo they finde, that ſuch men, will cither defcnd theire 
bieracchic, and all thcire doecings, or connive at them : That 
what ſoever the word of God lay, yet if they can bur get the au- 
thority 6 aide of Princes, in any matter,they may filence all that 
withſtand them therein: that by this mcanes they magnifying the 
power of Princes, and Synods , may get them into the. place of 
the Pope, to defend any thing, and make it paſle for lawfull in 
religion: And laftly that all theſe things may ferye church Papiſts 
and other perfecutors for a colour , that if they come bar to the 
church , ſpeake well of the ſervice and ceremonies , who date 
fay they are not converts and proteſtants , vnder colour of hel- 
ping Biſhops apainſt puritans, they may vndermine the proteftant 
religion, if not betray it abroade, yer doe byit at home, as Ichu 
did by the religion of Baal,make men thinke they are for it, when 
theire deviſe is by degrees rochange and deftreyit. Thele, and 
many ſuchevils, beeing the branches and fruits of the hierarchie 
and ceremonies, are the trifles they talke off: wherein meneyer 
heape to themſelves a multitude of teachers, according to theire 
owne affections, and grow ſo hardened by cuſtom,that they will 
not {ee with theire cies , nor heate with theire eatcs, any argu- 
ments, that, fgithfully drawnen frem the Scriptures, wjght con- 
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yence and conyert them : but (topping theire eares againſt the 
voice of the charmer, charme he never ſo wiſcly, that curſe (ee- 
meth to be on them, which was laide on the Iewes for like finns, 
ſay vmto this people , ye ſhall heare indeede , but you ſhall not on- 
derſtand, 8c. For if becauſe of theſe things, men defire to follow 
the reformed churches , and have things reformed according to 
the ordinances of the new Teſtament, and the churches in time 
of the Apoſtles: this they call fooliſh nicenes, ſcrupuloſicie, and 
factious, ſtraining at gnats and trifles: and if any, by this means, 
be brought to heare the voice of Chriſt, and to leave them; they 
take on like a Beare robbed of her whelpes: and leaſt Princes 
and many others ſhould doc thelike, they preſently leoke on 
theire hjerarchie, as 6n acitic beſieged : they fortific it with men, 
with ſtout champions, and with words of mans wiſdom or 
power; with feigned words, rewards or threats,they guard mens 
carcs from hearing the teſtimonie of Iefus', that daily lies in bat- 
teric againſtit, Men thould therefore doubt that thoſe , which 
they count ſmal alterations, may doe greate miſchicfe; and that 
the devil will be ready to worke it outof the leaſt digreiſions 
from Chrifts inſtitutions; and rather then faile,ynder pp, on that 
ſom good cither hath, or may, come by them. 

But howſocyer , be they never ſo ſmal matters , the or- 
der and ceremonies God ordained muſt be obſerved , they 
may not be changed : fer chuiches are willed to hold faſt 
that .which chey had received and heard. The devil that made __ 
the Iewes to finne in one extreame,(ceing chriſtians take heede © 
that, makes them to ſinne 1n another. Many Iewes ſtood all upon 
ceremonies , and obſerving of (mal: matters , as tithing of mind 
anniſe and cammin, and obſerving outward facrifices, ceremonies 
and ſhadduwes,they ler the ſubſtance goe: ſo doe ſom Chriſtians, 
that ſtand and pleade earncſtlie for the ceremonies of the primi» 
tive church , and that ſo continually, that they ſeeme to neg lect 
the ſubſtance of religion 3 yea ſo vndiſcreetly , that they rather 
ſeeme to harden, and ſtrengthen the Adverſarics , heals good 
reaſons to convince them. —_ heare this gladly,and with both 
theire cares ; Bur their owne fault, in the meane while, is as 
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greate, or greater: and theſe are two ſorts, 1. Some ſtand all, as 
they ſay for the ſubſtance of religion, and letting the ceremonie 
g0e,doe in effect (ay, it mattered not for that, men might change, 
or alter it at pleaſure: Chriſt, taxing them both, ſaith of the grea- 
ter, and weightier things, Theſe ought ye to have donne , and not to 
have left the other undonne. Neither indecde can it be faide , that 
the preſbiterie or the ceremonies of the Goſpel, are {male things 
and not of the (ubſtance of religion, but might be changed. For 
though it be true, that, if it be alked , what ſhall wee doe to live 
for eyer? wee muſt have moſt reſpect to the fruite of the tree of 
life: yet if wee will be Iewcs indeede,' chriſtians indeede, (uch as 
have right to the tree of life, wee wult thinke wee can not haye 
it, vnles wee take it with its proper barke and leaves; wee mul 
not ſay the barkeand leayesare not of the ſubſtance of the tree, 
or but (male matters: for the verie leayes of the tree are for the hea= 
ling of the nations; therefore no [malle matters, nor changeable: 
and the ſap and nouriſhment, which bringeth true fruite, goeth 
vp betweene the barke and the ſtock, ſo that,, it may not be cut 
away ur changed,as Babylon changed both the one & the other, 
and (o loſt her rightto the tree of life. Her members and follo- 
wers did not keepe theire garments yndehiled , they did not 
walke with Chriſt in white; they were not righteons as Zacharie 
and Elizabeth , who Walked in all the commanndements and ordi= 
pances of the Lord ; they did not lo Kkcepe Gods commaunde- 
ments, as to haye right to the tree of life. If, as they lay, they 
are ſmale matters, they are the cafier Kept. Speaking of mens de» 
viſed hierarchic and ce:emonies, they ſay, Keepe and obſerye 


. then, as ye would preſeryerthe life, fruite and ornament of a tcee; 


if theſe be broken off , thetree will die , all true religion decay 
and wither: chriſt may ſay, Hypocrite, ont of thine owne month I will 
condemne thee: why then doe ye not looke to preſerye thetree of 
life among you, the new Teſtament, and the fruite of righteouſ- 
nes, by preſerving or reſtoring the barke and the leaves, the 
preſbiterie and ceremonies of the Golpel? when theſe were bro- 
ken and changed , men loſt theire right to the tree of life, and 
the fruite of it, and in ſtegde thercof were nowtiſhed with core 
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'ruption, ſuperſtition, ignorance, and errour : And (o it will be 
. Whereeyer the reſtoring of theſerhings is negleed or (corned, 


|Thefe, while ſuch things are made trifles as abovelaide, all things 


and "_ firſt humane inyentious and preſumptions maintained. 


mult needes grow worſe and worle. For Chriſt ſaith , He that is 


faithfull in the leaſt , be ts alſo faithfull in much ; and he that is wn- 


faithfull in the leaſt , he is alſo unfaithfull in much : and indeede, 
becauſe men receive not the love of the truth in ſuch things, God 
gives them over to ſtrong deluſions to belceve popiſh and Ar- 


minian lies in greater: they will not heare of Chiiſts raipning 


over them in the preſbiterie, in the fiiſt ordinances and ceremo- 
nics ; therefore God gives them over to the rule of Prelates, 
Lords of Gods heritage, ſuch as daily burthen men with popiſh 
power, and ceremonies, and fo get dominion over theire faith, 
as daily experience begins to manifeſt in England. 

2, Hence it is, that as many Iewcs were [o zealous of cerema- 
nics ordaincd of God,that they let goe the ſubſtance , and made 
them the preatelt part of thcire Religion. So others,now adayes, 
ſtand all for a hicrarchie of Dioceſlan Biſhops, and theire tradi- 
tions and ceremonies,deviled or confirmed by men , ſom within 
two or three hundred yeares after the Apoſtles, and ſom lince : 

when,as if the former had beene too plaine & (imple, if not in- 
ſufficient,other more ſolemne and magnificent were thus inven= 
ted,that ſhould be of greate yſe, and haue notable {gnifications, 
whereby you might be edified , if you will belecue them : They are 
ſo zealous of theele things , that they let the ſubſtance goe , and 
make them the greateſt part of theice Religion, which therefore 
muſt needes be a fault much worſe then that ofthe Icwes, and 
bring fo! th worſe fruite: becauſe the one were ceremonies or- 


Luk,1 $, 


daincd of God , the other deviſed by men: And yet in zeale of ter,s.c,, 


theeſe, they tell vs,this is the old and good way, and abuling that 

lace of Ieremie, ſay wee ſhould walke in it , and are to be repro- 
vedif wee will not, as if theeſe were the leaves and barke of the 
tree of life, and all tree Religion would be loſt, if theeſe be nor 
obſeryed. But aliar muſt haue a good memorie. For when on 
the gtherſide, wee tell them , the Apoſiles ordained Elders to bs 
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Biſhops ineverie Church , to rule by the word,and that this Ot- 
dinance was to be,as the barke to the tree of life, that betweene 
the ſame,and the ſtock of the tree, the ſap might paſle ſo , as the 
fruite of righteouſneſſe might be brought forth , and the prop- 
per leaues of the tree, kept greene, and in eſteeme, that this tree, 
had irs propper leaves, the new Teſtament its proper ceremoe 
nies,in the primitive age : In Churches then eſtabliſhed , Chri- 
ſtian Religiun was compleate ; things were donne decently,in 
ſuch order,and with ſuch dne ceremonies , as was Pauls joy to 
behold; they ſcoffe vs with noveltic , and ſay they were never 
ſince the time of Chriſt, or his Apoſtles. Bat by theire leaves, 
this {coffe proves then to be the old and good way that ſhortly 
after began to be changed to another, framed and ratified by the 
depths of Satan,as thcy ſpake : Thar ro the Bride ss grawunted 
to be araied in pure and fine linen, White and cleane,by beeing redus= 
ccd to this old way , to this old righteouſnes of the Saiats , by 
walking in all the companundements and ordinances of God , as 
Zacharic and Elizabeth did; and indeede as not onely the Chure 
ches of Smyrna,and Philade] phia, bur divers in Sardis did, who 
held faſt that which Chriſtleft, without receiving other ; ſeeing 
the beſt of mens inventions and preſumptions are but ſiwmbling 
blocks , and occaſions laide in mens wayes (by the cunning of Sa+ 
than) to make them fall to greater preſumption and ſuperſti- 
tion , as both hath appeared , and will yet further appeare , by 
thoſe which are received in England: and therefore indeede to 
draw the Bride , and all others, to the puritie and ſiwplicitic of 
the firſt Chriſtians, it is added 3 for the fine linnen is the righteonſnes 
of the Saints : The firſt goyernment,the preſbirerie,the firſt ceree 
monies , with the old order in choyce of miniſters, are then 
reſtored : Ir is then graunted to the Chutch to come to this 
righreoutnes of the Saints. Whatſoever is ſpoken of them, and 
thcire Churches , and ordinarie orders , cheeſe are all rhe true 
fayings of God,ro bc obferved. Hamane inventions, will wor# 
ſhip , and preſuwprions in Gods ſervice, as lies deviſed by men, 
are to be rejected. And thereforeit is added, Bleſſed are they that 


ave his commanudemcents (he doth not fay mens , but bi in oppott- 
| tion 
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ton to theyres) thar haze right to the tree of bife : as if he 
faide,orherwiſe they Y wer 4 no et the tree KN > nor to 
enter throwgh the gates into the citie: but doe remaine withour 
among dogoes, ſorcerers and others : they are there ſo called, be 
cauſe they neither are , nor will wee be arayed in that white lin- 
nen, which the yighteowſnes of the Saints , ſuch as thoſcin Smyr- 
ya, Philadelphia, and ſom in Sardis, who held faſt that which 
Chriſt left, but are enemies to ſuch righteouſnes , and yet do 
vainly beleeve that they are holy , and as good Chriſtians as the 
beſt becauſe they loue common prayer , and ſome other things. 
If God had ordained that verie forme of prayer, as he did the 

lIewiſh ſacrifices; yea if it were fo greate a part of true religion, 
that,as theſe ſacrifices,it were oft put for the whole : yet they, in 

other things changing the ordinances, and breaking the ever- 
laſting covenant, muſt know, that of ſuch it is faide , The ſacrifice 
of the Wicked is abhomination to the Lord : But the prayer of the 
rig bteows im acceptable to him : Theire prayer onely is his delight : 
that of others is abhomination ro biry:: Much more, if in this 
theire ſacrifice theire Fear rowards God be taught afcer the in- 
yemions and precepts of men 3, with fopperies and ceremonies, 
which he commannded not: thecſe make thcire [acrifice,where- 


by they thinke to pleaſe God, abhominable, 


Me= . F Preface to 
The Church of England ſpeaking of ceremonies deviſed by the books 


man why ſom be aboliſhed and {om reteined , confefleth that Chrifts Ny hag 
Goſpel is not a ceremonial Law (as mmuch of e Moſes Law was) but 
it is # Religion to ſerve God , notin the bondaps of the ſigne or ſhadow, prayer ig 
bmt in the freedom ef the Spirit. They might haue added , beeing fol. 
content-onely with theceretnonics of the Goſpell, and to grow vp Epheſ..4. 
onto bims in all things which is the head, even (rift : Ifſo be ye haue 35%" + 746 
heard him and hane beene taught by tum as the Truth 15 m 2 : Fot 

ſoye put on the newman , Which after God is cceatedin righteouſnes 

and holines of the trath, But they adde , bering content onely with 
teremonies, Which doe ſerve to a decent order a godlie Diſcipline, 

and ſwoh as be apt #0 ſtirre yp the dull minde of man to theremem- 

brance of his duty to God, by ſome notable end ſpecial ſignification, 


whereby he might be edified. And never confidering that the church 
; of Rome, 


Pro, 5.8, 


Rev, 2, 
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of Rome, who invented or cſtabliſhed and impoſed thetn ſayes 


the like of all other her ceremonies, they wilfully take the crolle 
in baptiſme to be of this nature , and therefore ſay , wee ſigne hins 
with the ſigne of the croſſe in token that hereafter he ſhall not be aſha- 
med to confeſſe the faith of (rift crucified, and manfwllie fight unaer 
his banner againſt ſinne the world and the devill, and to contineW 
Christs faithfull ſouldier aud Servant wvnto his lives ende. (In the 
times of Antichriſt, God indeede requireth theeſe excellent dutics 
of all Chriſtians, but not this Ggning) as if becing thus gned, he 
ſhould be the lelle aſhamed to confeſle the faith of Chriſt eruci- 
hied,and more manfully fight ynder his banner, then.othets that 
are not lo figned ; and as if this were acercmonie and ſigne 
which would make him doe that dutie of a Chriſtian the better, 
which Chriſt requiretk when he ſaith, him that owvercommeth & c. 
For neither the Biſhops, who makeall to be thus Hgned , nor the 
Engliſh in generall , haue proved more conſtant confeſlors and 
ſouldiers of Chriſt then the preſbiters and theirce people in 
Franceand Germanie : they haue not more denied themſclves in 
ſinnesand worldly luſts of covctouſnes, ambition, yaine honour, 
dominion and the like, they haue not more ftriyen againſt po- 
perie, Arminianiſme , ignorance and errour 3 nor in theele late 
wars for the defenſe of Chriſts religion and members, they haue 
not more ſtirred vp theire Princes to follow Chriſt: for they haue 
not donne it them(clves,nor ſuffered others that would, both in 
theeſe and in matters of the preſbicerie : So they make men take 
a pretended hgne of lucha confeſlion and warfare , yet will not 
luffer them to doethe thing prereded to be ſignified, but ſcorne 
and perſecute them that doe : They therefore whome for theeſe 


Tthings,they call puritans doe truly beare the crofle of Chriſt for 


the Teltimonie of Ieſus 3 while the Prelates , who in the meane, 
live in powpeand pleaſure,onely impoſe-on others, and take on 
themlelvess beggarly figne with the hand , ordained , as they 
thinke, in greate Wiſdom: which yet doth never a whit the more 
ſtir them vp to theire duty, asis pretended. For intheeſe caſcs, 
they mock and oppole the reaſons of Chriſts Souldiers the 


reformiſts , and haue rather ſided with ſuch againſt the parlia- 
ments, 
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ments, as were rockoned trecherous and verie corrupt in reli- 
gion ; and therefore it is but a mocketic, and , as other things, 
onely carried out by humane Lawes,terrour and authority, They 
haue not in theeſe caſes obſerved that the fooliſhnes of God is Wiſey 
then men ; that he faith let no man deceive himſelfe. ?f any man Cor. x. 
among you ſeemeth to be wiſe in this world, let him become a foole that * _ 


he may be wiſe : for the Wiſdom of this World is fooliſhnes with God: chap. 3el8, 


He taketh the wiſe in theire owne craftineſſe. The Lord knoweth the 

thoughts of the wiſe that they are but yaine, as wee (ee in this parti- 

cular. For God gives a better þlefling to them which doe nor 

ſecke to ſtirre yp mens mindes to ſuch dutics by fignes ; but by 

the Scripture, which is ſufficiently proffitable for dodtrine, for re- , Tim 4" 
proofe,for inſtruttion in righteouſy nes , that the man of God may be per- By Py: 
ſeit , thorowly furniſhed ynto all good Works. What necde then is 

there of theele beygatlie deviſes ? Signing with the figne of the 

crolle doth nor doe this , though they give ſuch a reaſon of it. 

Much lefſe can, they prove that the vſe of coapes and hoods in 


WP 2 


ſtand,or Antcmes, whereof no ſuch ſpecious reaſons can be gi- 
ven,as becing in favour heatheniſh, or lewiſh, or popiſh, are apt 
by notable fgnifications to ſtirre vp men to theire duties to God. 
For they are rather offences or ſtumbling blocks, waking men to 
fall ro heatheniſme, Iudaiſme or poperie in ſom things : They 
cannot juſtific them by the old Teſtament: for that ſerves as well 
to prove that ſacrifices ang other Iewiſh ceremonies ſhon!d be 
ſtill obſeryed , which to ſay were to lay a greate ſtumbling 
blocke,ſecing they arc all aboliſhed , and wee ace to vie no more 
then the new Teſtament alloweth. Howſoever the Engliſh, as 
ye (ee, haue not better donnc theiceduties, but more failed,then 
the reformed churches, who have none of theſe things. Now 
therefore whereas they allo lay, That ſom ceremonies entred into the Vbi ſupra} 
church by vndiſcreete devotion, andſueh 4 zeale as was without knoW= 
ledge, and for becauſe they were winked at w the beginning , they grew 
daily to more and more abuſes, Which for theire unproffitableneſſe , and 
becauſe they much blinded the people, and obſcured the glorie of God, 
are wortly to be cut 4Way aka cieanc © 2 , wee {ce that theſe 
ars 
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are ſuch,that che ſigne of the crefle is of rhis nature, 8 dy them 
Rom.14. (yes made ridiculous: Such istheire- Wiſdom. They doe nor 


22 ? in this caſe obſcrverhat rule , rh4 no www pot nflmnbling block or 


an occaſion to fall in his brothers way. And fo alfo ig matcer | 


of the ſutpleſſe : By theire rule, this is allo aprco ſtirrevpibe 
dnl} minde of man to the reryembrance of his duty 10 Gog , by 
fom notable ſignification , whereby he might be edefred, And 
therfore they bring Scriptures for it. They that were flains for the 
Word of God , and for the Teitimonie Which they held , had white 
roabes given ynto every one of then.It is therfote lay chey no hartes 
impole the wearing of white, ſccing peradyenture in the Charch 
of Martyrs this was deviſed to (tit yp the dull minde of man to 
Chapa 5. this duty. Theſcaven e/Lngels come ont of the Temple , haveing ſea- 


Reu. 6. 9, 


ven plagues,clothed im pure and fine linnen : They as wee faw, have | * 


the Teſtimonic of Fefus,the marke of Godzand indeede nothing 
is pureand white without it, And ſo haue thoſe alfo, of whome 
Chap.19, is faide, The armies which are im heanen followed him vpon white 
horfes, clothed in pure and white lmnen, Which is notonely meant 
of thole, that helpe to get the vitorie over Rte and the Beaſt 
by the ſword, bu: of choſe alfo that doc it by the word of God: 
all theefe have white roabes. I anſ{wer,all this doth not warrant 
the Biſhops to impoſe on mena figne of this, much letle, as our 
Biſhops doe; and yet in divers pacticulars aboyernemioned), they, 


as the Popiſh Biſhops before theny, doe nor (tiffcr them to'doef * 


thething Hhgnifted: c hecefore it is bur Popiſh trieke,and a moc- 
kerieto make men reraine , and weare that which at firſt was in- 

_ vented , and is atthis day vied with fuperſtition by the Papiſts. 
They cannot fay theeſe are the figits of the Spirit, For rhe fravre 
Ephcf.5, 9 of the Spirit is in all goednes and righteouſnes and trath. Marke in 
Fruth: not then in cerecmonies, fignes md ſhewes. T hey ſay, white 
is a note of puritic, innocencic, victorie, and gladheſſe: and fo 
indeede it is; yet,as wee have ſcene , they are far enough from 
that white linnen,or puritie, which is che righteonſnes of the Saints 
there meant : And indeede, they are not more innocent , vidto- 
zions and pure,then other Proteſtants, that doe not- wearethe 
White garment , but rather more Popiſh and corrupt, They doc 


not. 
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not now, neither in Doctrine , diſciplipe, nor manners, ſo hold 
faſt the word, as the Saints did in ſompfihefeaven Churches : 
Men Popiſh may not onely come to theirs communions , but 
even knowne drunkards,fornicators, Prophane mockces of re- 

ligious excerciſes,and other like wicked men. 

It was an ordinance of the ceromoniall Law 5; thou ſhalt rake Exod, 28, 
holy garments for Aaron thy brother, for glorie and for beautie : Ang 7+ 40+ 
Yor Aarons Sonnes, thor ſhalt make coates and girdles , aud bounets, 
for glorie and for beamtie, Theeſc,becing commaynded,might then 
fir vp the dull minde. of man to remembrance of his dytic : for 
God then taught them by ceremonies andſbgddowes : Byt now 
they.cannot,ſuch Lawes becing aboliſhed, apd the truth clearely 
preached; to yſc them is greate preſumption: & to deviſc others, 
for glerie and for beautie , more then were intime of the Apoſtles, 
whether they þe ſurpleſies,coapes,or Rochers,and the likezis far 

greater preſumption : and-namely to choole rather to be egified, 
by ſhaddowes of humane invention , then by the clecre and all» 
ſaflicient Truth of God , xevealed in Chriſt: yea,to deceive our 
ſclves, becauſe theſurplefſe , wee ſee , doth nothing ſtiryp mens 
mingdes to doe the duties of thoſe, who are ſaideto weare white, 
. | as the ſeaven Angels,the bride,and thoſe that follow Chriſt , on 
white horſes. For among others the preſbiters ſitround abouts 
Chriſts throne in white raiment , which ſerteth forth the puritic 5: 

- | 14143 
of theire order; yet Prelates,and theire defenders,are lo far from 
following that government , that they cannot abide to heare of 
it. This therfore pretended to be donne toedifying , is but like 
che dog in the fable ro catch, and make others catch , at the 
| ſhadow, & let goe the ſubſtance: they will not ſuffer men to taks 

the marke of God in ſome points, 
| Irjsia the caſc of Evangelical! precepts, as in that of the ten 
ite comimandements z the beſt do many times of infirmitie breaks 
them and ſo finne againſt the Tcſtimonie of Teſus , which allo 
hath mainy vules;and therfore checle that weare the white 10aÞ%&5s 
or; | haveing no doubt ſome Maines of infirmitic ,. are faine tv 
Waſh theire roabes , and make them white in the blood of the lame: 


A Now the faulc of the Pcelates is nor of this kiade ; but as when 
; L 2 a man 


Reu.7.14; 


62 


Gal.3. I' 


Pro, 28, 23 


Zach,g.16 
Eph.4.25. 
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a man break<th any of the commandements. And teacheth men' 
ſo, though he be zealous inall the reſt , yer this is abhominable 

before Godzthat therein he will not obey the Truth,nor heare of it; 

O fooliſh men Who hath bewitched you that ye ſhould not obey the 
Truth ? If the queſtion be asked to thole of the Church of En- 
gland ; the anſwer isready, Surely the honours and proffits of 
this world. For as the Galathians did not obcy it.in fome/parti- 
culars, no more doe theeſe in others. Many not onely of the 
Romiſh, but even of the Engliſh Miniſters that are conformable 
haue in other things the Teſtimonie of feſws, and in many points 
hold it with zeale againſt Hereticks , but in the matter of the 
preſbiterie , the power that "God gaue to cach Church or con- 
gregation , and things that are againſt the hierarchie and ceremo= 
nies,they change and breake the ordinance of God, and teach 
men ſoe. Such is the fruite of the hierarchie, it makes, men feare 
and flatter the Prelates, and haue the truth of God inreſpet of 
perſons; and as the Scripture faith , ro hae reſpett of perſons is not 
good: for, for a peece of bread that man will tranſgreſſe. Much more, 
that he may geter hold a liveing ; and moſt of all for a Biſhop 
wrick or dcnarie, They doe not in this caſe obſcrye that pre= 
cept of the old and hew Teſtament , ſpeake ye enery man the truth 
26 his neighbony. The Biſhops do in this caſe, as the Papiſts doe 
in this and others,they will not ſo much as ſuffer Princes, muck 


| lefle other men,to heare of the Preſbitecie,and the grounds and 


Rom, 1.14 


reaſons that ſhow it ought to be maintained, but ſcorne arid per= 
ſecute thoſe that ſeeke or defend the truth. So they withhold the 
truth invnrighteonſneſſe » and change it -into a lic. They hold that 
though God ordained the preſbiterie , gave cach Church power 
to chooſe theire miniſter , and him to receive the gift by laying 


on of the hands of the preſbyrerie , to excomunicate &c. Yct 


as the Church was enlarged , another government might be or- 
dained, and now he is better pleaſed with theire hicrarchie , tra» 
ditions and ceremonies, that is , that wee turne againe to weake 
and beggarlie rudiments , be againe in bondage to them , to ob« 
{crve dayes and times &c. And fo that he ocrdaineth or alle- 
weth thecle, Ycaſomot them change the truth of God int 
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a lic, while they. wilfolly cake "that, ro-be ſpoken of dioceſſan 
Biſhops, which is ſpoken of che prefbiters. And becing driven 
from that, for want of more diyine warrant, they are ever telling 
men of the Queenes injundtions , of the ſtatute and proclama- 
tion,'and the peace rhe Engliſh have fince enjoied, knowing that 
men dare not {peake ſo boldly againſt theſe , as themſclyes doc 
againſt the preſbiteric ordaind of God; without any feare,that he 
may ſay vato them , Wilt thou diſanull my judgment , to eſtabliſh 
thy owne , or the inventions of men? Wilt tho condemne me, that 
thou or they may be righteons? What good doe ye to your Kings, 
by flattering them with the emptic name of a prerogutive in 


things ſo many waics again me, ind good government? ' Can. 


they get any good by that, or by making [{racl to finne? Doe not 
you your ſclves run away with the wordly proffit and honour of 
it? Haye I not manifeſted how the church of Rome became the 
greate whore? and ſhewed. you of a new Ieruſalem tharis to come 
downe from God, as abriae prepared for her husband and arraicd in 
whitc; whichis, when thechurch gives the Kingdom in all things 
.ynto her God, when ſhe is neither defiled, burdened nor in bon- 
dage vnder preceptsand inventions of men z that the Ierufalem 
which ts from above, is free, and will ye yet be in bondage , and 


;pleade to bring others to ſuch bondage? Will ye ycr give the 
.-Kingdom and dominion to men-in thele things? Will ye pretend 


your (elves to be ſpicituall, Biſhops, winiſters, or Chriſtians for 
me; and yet mock at this leruſalem, at this bride, and thole that 
defireto (ec het fo adorned? ye have no ſuch affeftions , ye doe 
not putthem on, as a wedding garmeut , but (© terrifie and cru- 
cific them that doc, or would, ye thunder in talke of proclama- 
tions , Statutes and inventions , like tkem that with trumpets, 
drums , or the like things , madea noiſe when they ſacrificed 
theire children vnto Idols leaſt theire cries ſhoud move pitie and 


remorſe: All your pretences and thundrings are for Kings and 


councels , for theire pterogatives and lawes in theſe caſes. Ler 
others. prove what they will for me, theſe muſt make them 
ſpecchles now , what eyer make you ſpeechles herafter for nor 
haycing on a wedding garment, Yetalke of faith : but ſhew me 
DS OO. I 3 your 


Iob,40.8: 


Gal,4.254 . 
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your faith by your workes or affeQions in this cauſe. Will erus 
faith ſtand with oppoling & lcorning me in theſe things? Whome 
doe ye deſpiſe , againſt whome doe deſpite and make war inall 

thcle things? | 
Herein they have no way to avoide Antichriſtianiſme , but ta 
C. Caſan, {@y with Cardinal Culanus that the vnderiFanding or ſenſe of the 
2dBohem, Scripture goeth with the pradtiſe of the obwreh , and (o in efte& that 
epiſt. 2, & Gods minde is changed in theſe things: or which is all one, that 
epiſt., notwithſtanding his ordinance of the preſbiterie,he hath lefrghE 
to Princes and councels , they might ordaine diocelian Biſhops, 
traditions and ceremonies. Now is it not a greate diſhonour to 
God, to fay that his minde is ſo changed that they might ordeine 
them, and ſo changethe government? For while they ſay they 
ouphtto be obeied in all theſe things , they wirhall tell vs, that 
Gods will is thatht ſhould be fo: which is in effeCt to corrupt the 
word of God, andto1ay his minde is in theſe things mutable. 
One of the firſt-and greateſt herefies was that of Ebion\, who as 
Hiftor,Ec- Euſebius and Irenzus ſhew vs , denied Chrifft to haye beene alwaies 
cleſ. |« 3-C. God, and the word and Wiſdons of God , and refuſed part of the new 
Ten adve, Teſtament. And of them indeede Ireneus ſaith , They blaſpheme 
hzreſ.1, 4, 424iuft the Lord, ſevering aud dividing leſus from Chriſt, and Chriſt 
prolog, from the Saviour, and againe the Saviour from the word, and the Word 
from the only begotten. Now if the Biſhops doe not lever the'Sa- 
viour from the word, and the word from the only begotten, yet 
itis an hereſie ſomwhata kin to this, to change the truth of God 
im'o a lic, to refule part of the Teſtament , touching the preſbi= 
i tecic,and to ſay thatthe ſame ordipances aboute this, and the po- 
wer of each chureh to chooſe miniſters and excommunicateeal» 
led the power of Chriſt, are not now his word and ordinances, net 
the power of Chriſt to be followed of all churches: thattheſs 
things right be aken From-them, and given ro one in adioceſſe, 
which is 1ndeedeto $ake them from Chrift, who bath-trufted the 
churches with them:that they arc things indifferent;thatconneels 
and Kings might change them , 'orfer'vp others that turne From 
the Truth, and are {oe centratic; thathis will is that thefe ſhould 
now be obeicd and followed, and nottheſc which himGHe or« 
 dained; 


Ly cffect affirmed by 
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to fay his wild it changeable. Alf chis, beetyg in 
them, is downright the marke ofthe Beaſt, For 


dameds which iv 


fo papifts argue inthe lame cafes , and. in thofeof Iraages 
muinion inouc kinde , the primacic and the like, And yet we 
know char che new Teſtamient,and alt the ordinances thereof arc 
fron everlaſting , yea eternall and vnchanpeable Mat. 13. 55. 
Ron. 16 35, Eptief. 2.9.11. 2. Tim.1. 9.Toh, 12. 48. and Ioh. 1.1, 
2:5« And fo the Apoſtle ſaith Jeſs Chriſt yeſtevday and to day and 
the ſame alſo for ever. Thus they that in the Revelation weare 
whire, hold faſt the reſtimonie of Zeſias: The Biſhops neither doe fo, 
nor fuffet others that would, but wirh flateric and threats make 
any preach, and write indefenſe of theire power , uaditions & 
cerettonics, and 10 ro nuke wat agahiſt the lambe, Biſhops them» 
felyes therefore had neede of one in thefe caſes to open theire cies 
to tarne them from darkmeſſe to light ; and from the power of Satan 
onto God. For as Tannes and 1ambres withſtood Moſes , fo doetheſe 
alſo reſiſt the Truth; men of corrapt minides : and by thejre tyranous 
impoling'of theſe things , -caufe diyifious 
the Apoſtolike doatine , and therein ſerve not the Lord Jeſt 
iſt, but theire owne bellie, and with faire ſpeeches deceive the hearts 
of the ſimple. 1 would they thatare counted both learned , and 
wife, were not ay commonly deceived by theire flatteries and 
falſe gloiſes.' | 
-- They likewife wake nen bow toward: the Altar, and' ar the 
fiatne of Itfns, not at other names of Chriſt, or God his father, 
and kneele art the recciving of the Sacrament, as if hey d1d more 
feyertnce and obey Cheiitt the word , then orhees that dot not 
thefe things; though as wee ſhewed, It ispmr a popilh, and a late 
deviſe: And yet they themnfſelves'can nutbow to Chrilt in his or- 
dimance of the preſbirerie,and the power he gave to each church) 
for endure to heare of it , but hinder others that wonld : Can 
be Chriſts Bithops? When Elijah heard the yoice of God, 
he wrapped his face m bis mantle, for the reverence that he bare to 
Gods word: Whenthe Spirit of the Lord came vpon Ichazel, fo 
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pping the Lord. And whena ſentence was pronounced again 
Hezechiah for his (innc, yet he ſaide, Good #5 the Word of the Lors 
that thow baſt poken. And Iohn fo reverenced the word of God 
that he was ready to worſhip the Angel that ſhewed it himz who 
thereupon ſaide, ſee thor doe it not: worſhip God. All theſe and the 
like places ſhew the greate reverence that is due to the word. Itis, 
the name of Chriſt , His name is called the word of God. A name 
that could never be given to any other, a name above all names: 
and therefore this is that nzme of Icſus, at, which every kneo 
ſhould bow: where yer it is not ſo much meant of bodily worſhip 
with the knee, as recciying the word with faith and obedience: 
obcying the truth is the truc worſhip, Thoſe that doe not this, are 
called ſtifnecked , ſuch as will not bow. And ſuch are the Bi- 
ſhops, who yet in the meane mock God witha beggarlie figne of pf 
ſuch obedicnce : which therefore is nor apt to ſtir yp the dull Mot 
minde of man to a remembrance of this duty to God, but is a i bv 
meerecomplement,a ſhew: And indeede this and other theire ce- 3.4 4 
remonies, inſteade of docing good, ſerve thouſands for a reli- | 1 
gion, or a ſhew of one, and in place of that wich God comman- 
deth, 

For brevitie ſake , I omit to ſpeake of other cathedcall ceres 
monies , and to obſerye the like poperic , tyranie and abule in 
many of theire canons , courts and cuſtomes as is ſhzwed in thy 
Curraine of church power, certaine itis, that many hayelitle re- 
ligion belides, and that many who defend them , doe it on pur- 
poſc , to make them inductions to other poperic , and becauſe 
they are fit maſkes to cover theire popiſh , or prophane praQi= 
(cs. So that beeing thus gros{ly abuſed , they may, and by theire 
owne ule ought to be-taken away and clcane reje&ed, But- they 
will have nothing reformed, or changed : yet.they themlelves, as 
others before them, have changed the ordinance of God, which 
is a molt adulterous fa&t; and therfore whereas ſum (ay, if wee 
goe aboute to alter, or reforme any thipge , wee ſball never be 
quiet till all be broughtio Annabapriſme', or Brownilme. Lan- 
{wet this is , as if ongſhould fay., 'you may not ,turne a woman 


from poperie or adulcerie, for fcare ſhe turne Annabaptiſt. They 
; : | ka ſhould 


thould therefore dcale plainly with vs , and ſay; to maintaine 
theire hierarchie , the breatnes of a few Prelates; theice pon 
| cheire coaches and pallaccs , the truth muſt be ſuppreſſed, the 
church and common weale corrupted, and the whole world di= _ _ 
ſtucbed-The heads thereof judge for reward 8c.yet they leans upon the MiC-3, 11, 
Lord , and ſay, is not the _ a vs? r: one _ o_ come ypon 
ys. Her prophets are light and trecherous perſons: her prieſts have pol*| 7egpa, .. c 
my Inted the ſalftwarie, ru. have done vi x. fo the law There are o# py mY 
wad 177 vp ſtrife and contention. Therfore the law is ſlacked, and judg- Haba. nz, 
ment doth never go forth : for the Wicked compaſſe abonte the righteous: 
lp therefore Verong judgment proceedeth. They fo wreſt the_truth to 
maintaine choice Ferarchic and traditions and will not ſee the 

truth of God in theſe things, that almoſt all men after theire ex- 
awpleturne prevaricatars, O tho that art named of the howſe of 14+ Mic 42.7] 
of cob, is the Spirit of the Lord ſtreitenea? are theſe his doings? do not my 
all words doe good to him that walketh vprightly? Therefore truFt ye not 
$& in lying Words , ſaying , the Temple of the Lord , The Temple of the 1er.7, 4; 
© | Lordare theſe : as the Engliſh crie, the chureb, the church, The 
li- church of the Lord are theſe Biſhops and theire defenders, For Chap 13; | 
1” | the law ſhall not perifh from the Prieft, nar counſel! from the Wiſe, nor 1g, © 

. | the Word from the prophet. The Lord anſwereth ſuch proud men, 
& | How doe ye ſay, wee are wiſe , andthe Law :of the Lord is with vs. Chap,8,82 
m | They have rejetted the word of the Lord , and What Wiſdom is therein 9. 
9 | them? for from the leaFt to the greateſt every one is given to copetonuſnes; 
-” | from the prophet to the prieſt every one dealeth falſly. For they have 
= | healedthe hurt of the daughter of my people, ſleightlye; ſaying, peace, 
le peace, when there is no peace, They are Wicked 1n theſe things 3 and Iſa, 59 25. 
i* | there is no peace to the wicked ſaith my God, 6-7 
© | And therforc whereas ſom ſay; there are ſtill ſome good prea- 
Y | chers, ycalom that are conformable. Ian{wer, (ov were there in 
S Þ thoſe fiiſt ages after Conſtantine, But the zeale of theſe Canons 
h | and inventions did more and more take yp mens -mindes, and 
©; | cate outthe other, Ir.is.truc in this caſe, as in that'of riches: The 
& I church hath brought forth riches; dignities,dioceſſan dominion, 
© | Canons, ccremonies, cringes; Altars; maſſes, &c. The daughters 
1 | hayc deyoured the mother in Romiſh churches, and ſo they will 
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in England,if God prevent itinot. And thereforewhereas dthers | | 
lay wy 4 long as wee thay: have the Goſpel well preached in ſom 
pariſhes , why ſhould wee'trouble our ſelves with theſe things? I 
anſwer ought notſuch men to take care, that the Goſpel maybe 
continued to themand theire children in that pucitie& limplis 
citic, wherein it was left by the Apoſtles? Which, as yeſce, tan 
not be, if thoſe things be not reformed : for they twrpe froms the 
Truth, yet thou ſaieft * Becauſe 1 am innocent, ſurely his anger ſhall 
twrne from me. Conſtantius could never haye ſpread the Arrian 
herefae, ſo far as he did, but by the helpe of Biſhops. For a Biſhop 
becing like a King, or a Pope in his diocelle, the moſt will outof 
feare,or darterie, Follow him,as he doth the Prince or mightic fa« 
vourite, what eycr his zcligion be, becauſe he can cither raiſe him 
ro more honour, or trouble him. And therfore it may be ſaide of 
the hierarchic, ceremonies and ordinances,and theire defenders, 
If they be not with Chriſt and his kingdum , in theſe caſes they 
are againſt him; and if they gather not with him, they ſcatter 8 helpe 
the Adverfaries. For in thele times thole that are Chriſts:ſecke to 
get the yittorie over the Beaſt , and over his marks. Some' by prea- 
ching or writing , others by theire lawcs and {words,and othets 
by theire wafcll ng,and contending earneſtly. for the faith which 
was once delivered to the fainCts : others by-theire' praiers; and 
other honeſt indeayonrs: While on rhe othet fide, Papifts and po=- 
pelings contend as earneſtly for the obſervation and authority of 
trad tions and ceremonies 3 which is the marke of the Beaſt, 
though they coveripg the matter, call them the ynwritten word 
of Gad, NE | 
Bellarmin in his 4. booke.of the vnwritten word of God' 
Chap;2;maketh-threeſorts of traditivns. 1. Divine, Which were 
ſpoken by Chriſt , but not Written; 2 eApo#tolike , ſpoken. by the 
Apoitles, but not written. 3. Eccleſiaſticall, which, he ſaith, are in- 
troduced from ancient cuſtomes by the Prelates, orby the people , and 
creepingly by the ſilent, & vnque#Fioning agreement of the people, haye 
coind{bongs of law. And indeede haye at one time or other 
beene-confirmed-by councels.” A man may here ſee , what mil- 
chicte followed the firſt ynqueſtipging agreement and conſent 
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he qops For of this ſo:te;) as thefountaineof all the reſt, is+ 
the authority of dioceſſan Biſhops, theirepowcrin theire Courts 
and'Canons, excommunicating' impriſoning &c. and ruling 
both-the ordinarie paſtors and people with force and crueltie in 
divers things; which, as was ſhewed , did-creepingly by the filenc 
and ynqueſtioning agreement of the people gaine the ſtrength of 
law, and ſupplanted the preſbiteric ordained / of God, and the 
power of each congregation in chooſing theire miniſter and cx- 
communicating the retraCtarie ; and ſo made of none cffet that 


law of Chriſt, Tellthe church,the preſbyters and people. And then Ezech. 34, 
the dioceſlan office {eryed not to feede the flock, of God, but then» 3+ ©0,12, 


ſelves: the flock became a prey to ſuch Shepheards: yea dioccffan 
power, beeing thus invented and eſtabliſhed, became'a ſnare, and 
wet, as the Prophet faide to the Prieſts, and howſe of the King, For 


then followeg-theire traditions , thediſtintion of mcates, the Hoſ.5.2, 


obfcrvation of holy daies, feaſts and/faſts, wearing the ſurpleſle, 
and: more then fixe hundred yeares after Chriſt the latin ſervice, 
fhinging antemes by the ſound of the organs, ſetting vp of Altars, 
bowing to them, and at thename of Ieſus, bullding, guilding, 
adorning, and conſecrating of cathedrall churches , —_— 
them with greate revenues, ligning themſclves with-the figne © 
thecrolle , ſetting vp Images in churches to a religions vic, and 
likwiſe candles, invocation of Saints, and praying vpon. beades; 
the Popes ſucceſſion in Peters chaice, GngleNife of Prieſts , pur» 
gatoric, and perſecution to thoſe that would not belecye theſe & 
thelike things. All which were introduced fr6 ancient cuſtomes, 
by che Prelates or pcople, and creepingly gained ſtrength of 
law one after another 3 and in ſhort time ſerved men for areli- 
pion; the defence of the ficſt making way for all thereſt, as men 
do now begin to perceive in England; where, as the hierarchie 
it ſelfe, ſo divers of theſe things, beeing popiſh, arc preached by 
Biſhops and others, and begin to ger the ſtrengthof laws and.na- 
turally ro-wake way for the reſt, and indeede to ſerve men for a 


relipion, if God preventir not: So ſoone doth the Serpent through 2,Cgp, vx; 


his ſubtiltic T; 2 men , and corrupt theire mindes from the ſumplicts' 3, 


if,for as wee ſhewed , they doe not tend to ediff+ 
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cation,as is pretended, butro deſtruction, feeing Biſhops by they 
doe rule men with force and: crueltie.Ezecho34bqto ts 26 
* The word of God, & ſuch obſervations as rightly-ariſe from 
it, doe truly cdific, ſo doethe Sacraments, to men that know tho 
truth; the inventions and ordipances of men, baveing butaſhew 
of godlinelie,and Wiſdem,are but beggar)y rudiments, yeatarus 


from the Truth : 'And yet ſo things goe, as if the authority-of the 


Prelates , which puts all men to ſiicnce , or makes them flatter, 
might give them the ſtrength of Law , and make- men-+beleeye 
tharGods will is,that they ſhoulabe obeyed, which is in cffe,to 
make them his vowcirten word : For bis will is his word. - But 
this is as the vawritten word,the Papiſts talke of; and ye-ſce they 
doe bur talke of it : For they confelle theeſc thipgs were intro- 
duced from ancicnt cuſtomes , and creepingly by the ſilence of 
the people, who werevrged to conformitie by the flattering and 
menacing clergiczand loth to be countcd Schiſmatikes, Refra- 
Ratic & Purirans,they gained the ſtrength of Law,ſome ſooner, 
ſome latec,bur all in a like manner , as becing the inventions of 
ambition, will worſhip, ſuperſtition and tyranie : to which God 
auc them over, becaulſelike the Angels, they kepr not theire firſt 
Eſtate, they did not likg to retaine God in theire knowledge , they did 
not abide in the truth, nor in theeſe caſes received - the loye 
thereof; but as heflaitering defenders of the Engliſh hicrarchie 
and traditions; theflcorned and mocked all that oppoſed ther, 
and ſought puririe in Religion,as fooles, Schiſmatikes,and hypo- 
crits,that ſtrained as they lay,at gnats, and wade [chiſmes aboute 
rifles: this mocking was thar which gaue all manner of cortup- 
tion ſtrength and in creaſe; as it doth in England, Where he is 
reckoned a wiſe able divine that knows how to- (coffe ſuch 
men out,as Papiſts did, e btle leauen leavencth the whole Iumpe : 
T hey thus corrupted, were given oner to beleeue lies, TIE 
This averſion from the creators word , wasa conyerfion to 
the word of creatures, to the decrees of men, in Synods and: 
councels : It was a forſaking of the Lord, the fountaine of lrveing 
waters , and hewing them out broken ciſterns that can hold no Water : 
And becayls they did pot taky the marke of God , to contend 
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atneftly for the faith ancedisliveredipgtbe Saintniand-ſccke'to 

, getche victorig over the. Beaſt, and hisImape and twarke cas ll 

; Chriſtiaps ſhould, God gaue them over to take themarke of the 

:Beaft, ro:worſhip hire and his Lmage,and ro drinke of the golden 

cup, which the gr gealc whore holdeth,, fwll 0 abbominatians.aud Reu.17; 

Filrbineſſe of her fornication; Such honour, oftices,dominion,po- 

. wer,worſhip ceremonies and Religion,, as-God never-ordaided. 

| But w hat cared they , ſo they could but, by theire flatterie arid 

falſe gloſles, get the conſent and hhelpe of Princes , and mako 

them belecye this was to defend the Church, which either as 

they did, or omitted , God would proſper or puniſh them/3 :For 

thus they made Emperours & Kings = pleaſureroalliſtthem: ,, -:;1 

and ſo as the Propher faith, Th#f make the King glad with theire H es 

Wickedneſſe , and the Princes with theire lies : Ard lo indeede did 

the falſe Prophets in Icremies time , and likewiſe inthe time of 

Ahab and other Kings. And therfore the Angel ſeeing thegreate 

 wickednefle of the whore of Babylon. in theele things , and the 

deſtruction that was ready to fallon her prod > 4 Babylon ati 

the greate is fallen,ts fallen,and is become the habitation of dents , and 2.3, PE: 

the hold of enerie foule Spirit, and a cage of everie vncleane and hate- 

id | . full bird : for all nations hane drunkg of the Wine, of the wrath of har Fr 

ve fornication, ( viz. t0 which God in hiswraih gaue her and them I 
ovgr) end. the Kings ofthe earth baue \commytigd formation with p 

p, | her.(eoforcing her Lawes and cctours on tice ſubjects) ard the 

"= e Al archants of the earth are waxed rich throngh the abundance of 

ber delicacies : chatis, which ſhe had neede of forthe maintaining 


" of che pompe of  hec Prelates , ceremonies and Tempels ; The 

is | merchandiſe of gold,and filver,and precious ſtones,and of pearles,and ver.12, 
h | fine knnen,aud purple, and filkg.odowrs and frankencenſe &c. 

2 Now obſcrye this committing of fornication with her is of 


two forts. 1. When Kings and States give theire -powerand | 
Rcengthto the Beaſt and Church of Rome, fighting his bartailes, 

and .cnforcing her Lawes , cuſtoms, , and errours on theire | 
people. -2- When they commit ſome of the ſame evils , or the  -' ? 
Fike tho uph not all,as ſhe doth : Kings commit fornication with : 
her , who docit in ſom things,thoughnor in all ; Yea though 
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they doetheninotinbbedien#'ts het} or to pleaſe or ſerve het? 
' Hencie 8-dchie@the' Popes ſupremacie; yea 3 was at difference 
with the Church of Rome; in- ſom things , yet ſtill committed 
fornication with-her in other things ; by houlding and maintaj- 
--ningidiversother of the RomiſhLawes , errours and cuſtomes, 
Any man h6ldeth"the: Dodrine of Balaam); that layeth aſtumn- 
bling block deforerhe-people, though it be not the yeric lame 
kinde of ſtunsbling block; 4 hich Balaam taught, bnt ſom other. 
To be guiltic-of lerobamsfinne was nor alwayes to fet yp calyes: 
but he departed nor from the finnes'of teroboam,, who by 
any other invention,or preſumption, made1frael ro finne. Som 
Lude x1, follow 'the way'of Kaine; ſomeperiftvin the gainſaying of Corah, 
7. and ſome are caſt away 'by the deceitfulnes of Balams Wages, 
though nor in the ſame particulars, nor in the ſame manner , but 
in a like. - So do ſome Kings commit fornication with Babylon, 
whomainraineany of her prefumprions,; or anylike theni; The 
Greeke Churches ; from the'yeare 607. thatthe Pope had 'ob= 
tained to 'be called vniverſall Biſhop , haue ſeperated from the 
Church of Rome z denying not onely the ſupremacie but euen 
worſhipping of Images, and ſom other Romiſh errours : Yer in 
retaining the hicrarchiec of dioceſan, Provinciall , and Patriar- 
chall Biſhops,the maſle,8 diversother Romiſh cuſtoms,crrours, 
and ceremonies, þoth before the yeare 607. and f(ince, they have 
commitced fornicatſbn with her. While in theeſe things theirs 
feare toward God is alſo taught by the traditions and precepts 
of men, they haue cauſeto fcare, Chriſt will nor findethem to 
be of his Teruſalem, "but of Babylon the greate , not of his true 
-» Church, but of the Synagogue of Sathan: For he reckoneth all 
to be of the one or the orher. The'fecond councell of Nice 
taught and commaunded worſhipping of Images : And then the 
Greek Emperour with his mother [rene and many Greekes, 
committed fornication im that patcicular , with * Babylon: 
Buckler M, Moulin oblerycth how abſurd and weike the reaſons of that 
of the councell were: Yetif Kings and councels once maintaine ſuch 
faith,in | s 
©. *Errours, how weakeand fooliſhſoever theire reaſons be , many 
preface, | cores 5; | 
are {ooge ready to follew ard flatter theire pernicious wayes: So 
har . likewiſe 
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Wkewiſe Ih mater of the Lords:day orany tortiev.coummauntde- 
mcatot God , if they giue allowance to Prophahie or breakeir ; 
you doc inwvainetel[ theire flatterers of Gods Law :they will flop 
your mouth , or crie you downe with vrging the Lawesof men, 
the Kings injunCtions,or the like ſhifcs , the. common refuges of 
the moſt ſuperſtitious and Prophane men : How abfſurdly doe 
ſuch in theire much magnified common prayer ſay , Lord hawe 
wercie vpon 14 and encline our hearts to keepe this Law , when they 
thus allow and defend the breach of it ? 

Itis a veric poore honour to maintainea power and Prero- 
gative in ſuch caſes againſt the Lord,and his ordinances and Ser- 
vants: Kings doec-at laſttake rheeſe things into conſideration, 
whenafter the new Ieruſalem is manifeſted , they bring theiro 
glorie and honuur to it. They then begin to-ſee that the govern- 
ment is on Chriſts Shoulders ; that men ought to obſerye his or- 


dinances onely in mattersof Religion : that for want of hol Ging TH 


this firme ,- manyabhominarions haye entred-into churches 
nations: Tharall theſe evils/follow-that errour ; that the charch 
hath power to ordame, change or abrogate ceremonies, with- 
out any neceſlity, like that, where, in ſomecountries, by:reafon 
of theire coldnes, the body is not dipped in Bapriſme,” bur ſprin- 
kled. For when Prelares have once gorthis'conclofionto be re- 
ceived , «that Wee are bound to the ceremonies and-inſtitations of the 
church, ſo that Whoſoever doth witringly neglett. them is guiltie of diſ= 
obedjence,and breach of the firſt commaundement; as it picaſeth them 
to infer ; they cannot rcſt there: but then they get more:ground 
of ys, and taking it for granted thatthemliclves/arethechurch, 
thuy (ay Wee are to aſcent to the opinions of the church :un comvrover= 


ſes of faith, «nd may not faſake theire defimtions , although''they dos 


not agree to'our owne particular opinions theryn. And that they will 
call our owne pacticular opinions, which, though.it have the te- 
ſtimonie of Ic{us, agreeth not with theires 3 men that by theire 
ſcekingafter wealth, honour, and authority ſhew: that-they are 
of this world: And when they have alſo got this tenet ro-be once 
rectiytd, "they 'can , arthe pleaſure 'of any that may , advanco 


them, introduce any errour of the Romiſh church, or other - _ 
IE 126 : 


Y 
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ked men , and by: theyre» power cartie. it out" tgainfithe moſt] 
will boldly affirme the office of dio«=| 
ceſſan Biſhops to be of divine inſticution: Thar the Sacraments |: 


learned and zealous. They 


confer grace ex opere operate: {o of other things , wherein wy 
will ynder- one. pretext, or other, forbid refuration of ſuc 
crrours; knowing that if they can but get the countenance of 
Princes, though never ſo ignorantin ſuchthings , the moſt will 
out of feare or flatterie follow them,and the relt will be forced 
to hold in their heads 3 and ſo they caflily get a dominion over 
mens faith: ſuch ſhamefull lukewarmenes errour and tempori- 
ling doth the defenfe of the hictarchic and ceremonies brin 
forth,and ſo greate aſtumbling block are they to make men fal 
to other Romiſh cotruptionsand crrouts: which indeede are ths 
naturall fruits of that tree. Councels and Kings doe not thinks 
of thoſe things , why tempt ye God to put a yoakg vpon the neck, of 
AA.r5.16 the Diſciples , Which neither our fathers nor wee Were able to beare. 
Rom. 14. Iuage this rather,that no man put 4 tumbling blacks or an occaſion to 
tz»  fallin his brothers way. Bat as if theeſe precepts:did not binde: 


them, they put heavie yoakes on the necks of Chriſtians, and | 


manifeſt ſtumbling blocks in mens waies , as Babylon hath 


donne-and therefore no marvaile if the Angel ſay , The Kings of | 


earth have committed fornication with her. Of whome therefore, 


and theire flatterers, God may demaynd, as ſorntime ofthe Iewes | 


what iniquitie they or theire fathers had found in bim : what want of 
wiſdom or perfection in his Teſtament and ordinances, that they 
were gone from him after theire vanities and inventions, It is true, 
that. when Kings arcentecrained into cities in triumph , they are 
oft-pleaſcd with theire magnificent pageants and ſhewes, becauſe 
they are new inventions: but God is not as wan: He bath in all 
things preſcribed vs a forme of worſhip and ſervice, he hath gi- 
venvsatree of life , thathath irs propper leaves: and therefore * 
Kings and Magiſtrates ſhould know that mens inventions, how 
ancient ſoceverthey be,i are dangerous: that they ate not Govyer- 
nours againſt, or belides, butynder Godin theire dominions, t0- 
{ce his will perforined : and withall thatthey arc {ſo much; the 
more juſtly called Gods, and truly honourable , as they gnrly 
lceKe 


 Keepe 
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. | ſceke to doe, and have all things donne, ;according to his reyoa« 


led word. 
When on the other fide they enforce on theire people mens 
inycntions,and countenance defenſes of them , which are not of 


the truth : for #6 lie 5s of the truth, noe errour , and thereforenot x1 Toh; 2." 
of God, bur of him thar is the father of lies; it is not God', but 2r. | 
Sathan that hath a throne in them : they maintaining theels Toh.8, 


things,in ignorance and obſtinacie, doe not make the Church in 
theire dominions aleruſalem, bur a Babylonzas * the Teſtimonic 


of Ieſus in the ReyeJation doth abundantly manifeſt: And ſeeing ian 
the Kings of the carth do in this commit fornication with her : Martyr, 


9uch as are Iewes indeede, Chriſtians indeede , will rather ſuffer 
any thing then be enforced to ſerve God after ſuch inventions & 


precepts of men. Here is the patience of the Sair'*, here are they that Rey,rg. 


keepe the commaunadements of God, and the fait! | feſus. There are 
many in greate Briraine and other parts , wio baue left Babylon 
in many of her abhominations., but not inall. Seme of theele 


are yeric zealous againſt other errours of Babylon,and yet cither 


defend a hierarchic , traditions and ceremonics , which are Ro- 


' Miſh,or elſe are cold againſt them; becauſe they are maintained 


by Kings and convocations of Prelates : who by theite power 
| theeſe men from the Knowledge of Gods will in theeſe 
caſes, who otherwiſe were like enough to follow it,if they might 
be ſuffred to ſee the proofes thereof. Becaule theeſe men are not 
wholy out of Babylon , therefore that voice of God is ſurcly 
addreſlcd to ſuch , come out of her my people , that ye pertake uot of 
her ſinnes, and that ye receive not of her plagues. Which certainly is 
not onely ſpokento ſuch fayourers of the Proteſtant Religion, 
as live in Italic and other Popiſh Kingdoms , bur to thoſe alſo, 
who haue left Babylon in many things , but nor in all , and fo 
ſceme to haue one foote out of her , and another in her. The 
voyce crieth to theeſe,, becauſe the Lord knoweth , that vuleſle 


they can ſay to God in ſincerity of ſoule , With my whole heart pfaj.z 1g; 


haxe 7 ſought thee, o let me not wander from thy commanndements : 1 
hate vaine inventions , bat thy Law doe 1 lone , they are not Tewes 
indeede, they neither haue right to the tree of life , nor can enter 


L 


\ 


*. 


crowne of 


Chap. 18. 


in th:ough 
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in throngh the' Gates into the new Teruſalem, but doc indeed 
remaine without, with dogges,ſorcerers &c. Rev. 22. 14, 15. 
And if they had no care of thcire Soules, yetin regard of thoſe 
plagues of Babylon , whereof they-may pertake in this'world, 
they baue cauſe to leaye her follies , and come out of her+ Fox 
Rey.18, her finnes hans reached unto heaven , and God hath  remembred her 
wickedneſſe. Certainly in theeſc late wars of Germanie and other 
parts , he hath begun to ayenge it, and to ſhew that the ſixt vial 
beeing powred out , ſuch arc the efteAts of it . Greate rewards 
doth God offer to him that overcommeth , and that queſtionles 
as well by war, as ſpirituall weapons. He that is called farthfiull 
and true,doth in righteouſneſſe judge and make war againſt her that 
ſitteth on many waters: and ſo doe thefe that fight his bartails, 
To them that yoycecrieth , Reward her as ſhe hath rewarded you, 
© and dowble unto her double according vnto her Works. fn the cup &c. 
For ſheſaith in her heart , 1 ſit 4s 4 Queene and am no widdow , and 
ſhall fee no ſorrow : Therefore ſhall her plagues come in one day, death ; 
and mourning and famine , and ſhe ſhall be ytterly burnt with fire jo 
ſtrong is the Lord whojudgeth her. Notwithſtanding that ſhe ſce- 
meth daily to ſtrengthen her (clfe by plots , deviſes and friends, 
by Icſuiticall and Spaniſh praiſes; yet fall ſhe muſt. Many 
thinke this" cannot yet be, becauſe England doth nor yetſer 
apainſt her,as if God could not fulfill his worke without the 
Toh. 12 Aayde of lukcwarme helpers, and newters : Chriſt faith , Ewerie 
' * onethat isof the truth hearath my voyce: Therefore if Engliſh Pre- 
lates and others that beare ſway there , doe not heare it intheefs 
things,they haue cauſe to doubt that they are not inall things of 
thetruth , nor quite come ovt of Babylon, I wonder how they 
can evincevynto themlelves , that they are not of Babylon the 
greate,nor pertake of her finnes,w ho haue no morezeale againſt 
her. Marvailc not that they doe not deſire to haye {words draw= 
En againſt her , who ſcarce endure that the (word of the Spirit 
ſhould be vnſheathed againſt Babylon , much lefle againſt thoſs 
tenets of theire owne, which are Romiſh and Antichriſtian. 
The miniſters of the french and durch charches, though they 
be not wholly cxecrciſed in points controyerted, which were no 
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Chap, 19, 
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wiſdom , ſecing there are many other points of faith and falya« 
tion » wherein the people arc alſo.to be buitt vp and fortificd; 
yet they ſcarce make a Sermon, butin ſomthing or other , they 
confute poperie, and cſtabliſh the people in thetruth, as God re- 
ireth. If Engliſh Prelates have not made this courſe to bein a 
ort forbidden, yet men ſay that by diſcountenancing of ſuch 
preaching , they have at [caſt put it out of faſhion, as fooliſh and 
vaprofficable; while in the meane , they are conteuted and defi» 
rous that men ſhould preach and contend for the authority of 
theire hierarchic, traditions and ceremonies, if not for Arminiag 
tenets, (A thingethat pleaſcth papiſts , who looks for fruite of 
them, knowing them to be popiſh) yea many are {o, fooliſh, as tg 
lavcand praiſethis kinde of preaching , and to loath the confu- 
tation of it, as God complained of the Iewes, The prophets pro- Ic 
phecie falſly ,and the Prieſts beare rale by theire meanes,and m7 people 
loye to have it ſor: and What will 3& doa inthe end thereof? That is, 


;| when deſtrution:comes on youtor it. It is ſtrange that men will 


not (ce that this theire preaching and contending , for humane 
inventions and errours ,is to offer: {trange fire z and the entrance 


& way to all corruption,as it was im theChurch of Rome;whoſe 
ſperſticion 8& errours crept in by degrees, & by degrees did eate 
out true Religion. It will be faide, it hath not yet donne ſa in En- 


and: both: the -citie! and countrie hane many. zcalous Chri- 
ans,yea many thatare conformable...I anſwer , true , yet they 


ate yerie few in reſpect of the reſt , and ſuch as beate the Sway : 
whocountzealc againſt poperiezpuritanitme,and arc ready to ſay 


ſed.” Becauſe they walke nor after the/high Pricſts,the Biſhops; 
For as concerning this ſett, Wee know itis every Where ſpokgn againſt:. 
And how ſocvcr theſe called puritans., whetherthey be confor- 
mable, or peaccable reformiſts , are ſuch as will bc religious, 
wherher the Biſhops like it'or noe, as for tewes would be Dif- 
ciples forall che high-Priefts Elders and; Phariſes : therefore this 
is no thanks roBiſhops;no fruite of theire government; who like 
better of eivitl and ceremonious ren, (auch as pretend love of 
yy. TY common 


-£.| with.chem in the Goſpell , Have any of the Rwlers or of the Phari- Joh,s, 4s; 
fl ſes ruin this courſe? but this people who knoweth not the Lv, are cur-. AQ,28,20 


Iſa. 5s, 


Deut.15, 
21, chap. 
+ £3 © 


Sa 2.21, 
I2.13,04 
TI's, 
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common prayer,though'they hadenejther knowledge zi true lous 
of the word,'noraffettion to defendecligion againſt Papiſts and 
theire praftiſes , and like hypocrites doe but pretend aloveto 
prayer : For in thoſe prayers they ſay that in knowledge of him 


ſtanaeth our eternall life. Grawunt vs in this World knoWleage 'of thy 


trath: And yet are enemies to this knowledge, and the meanes 


of it, preaching, hearing ; conference and reading of ſome good: 


bookes. They pray for increaſeof grace to heare meckely his words 
receive it with pure affeftion , ana bring forth the fruits of the Spirit: 
Yet theire life and ations ſhew that they are ſo far from loyeing 
theſe things , that they mock and perſecute all thoſe that doe , as 
knives and hypocrites : Yetin ſome caſes, as God ſaith of ſuch 
men, they ſeeke me daily and delight to know wy Wayes , 4s 4 nation 
that did righteouſnes , and foſuole not the ordinance of theire God : 
they acke of me the ordinance of juſtice: they take delight w pproching 
ro God: They faſt, and like the Biſhops looke God ſhould regard 
them for it. But though men benever fo religious in obſerying 


ſome of Gods ardinances; if they deſpiſe or neglet the reſt ; os: 


any'of them, the Lord bateth that Religion , as a lame ſacrifice. 
Theire hands were full of blood, and in other things they had trayſ= 
greſſed the Lathes, changed the ordinance and broken the everlaſting 
covenant: therefore he laithto What | 
ſacrifices to me? 1 am full of the burnt o 


and appointed feafts ; my forle hbateth. e And When ye make many 
prayers 7 will not heare. He counteth all this butcomplementall 


:reNigion 3 and would not heare them. in thele things, though he 
- had: commanded them ;\who would: not -heare hin inothers; 


Like the Pretates who fay'well , thatin boptiſme weeprumiſe to 


| forlakethe wortd ; and wil the pompe ad yanitie thereof ; Yet can 


not be perſwaded by Gods word t1 caſt theire crownes, theire 
offices, and the pompe and vanitic of thew,atthe feete of Chriſt, 
though'it be proved-thatthey are not ef God,bur of men, of the. 
world,Romiſh and'doe much miſchicfc :hut inſtcade of confus. 
ting, they perfecute fuchas pleade Chriſts cauſe ip proyeing theſe 
hings,terryfying all men of that profcilion, mor then any other 
- wizh 
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With theire power in the high commiſſion,as the Papiſts doe Pro- 


teltants with the iniquilition ; ſtriveing- to make thera hatcfullto 
Pcinces,and yet Keepe theire proofes from theire eyes , as if they 


were worle then the tenets of Papiſts and Arminians , which are 


uot {o ſtraitly prohibited , nor to narrowly louked vnto. Yeaa 
greate Biſhop inaſermon before the King , charged one that 
writ for the preſbyterie with Arianiſme z whether truly or no, 1 
know not z for he namd not the man, nor the book ; for feare 
leaſt his prootes of the preſbitcrie ſhould be looked into : So 
much do they bewray the cottenneſſe of theire cauſe , that will 
not enduretouching , nor to be looked vpon : and in the meane 
call ypon men to frequent common praye:,be obedient and con- 


B.London 
march. 6. 


1632. 


formable to theixe mother.the Church &c. Becing willingly 


ignorant, that when of old, ſom began to finde fault with the in- 
creale of ſuperſtition and tyranie in Romiſh Prelates & Canons, 
they reckoned them Schiſmatikes, willed men.zo (eeke PEace, 


. ſticred them vp to love of common prayer, canformitic in cere- 


monies and extetnall deyotions , ,buildipg.of Churches &c. 
Whereby ignorance increaſed , and the truth was daily more and 
more betrayed and fv]d,till it was too late to refotme them. 
Princes and noble men could not doe it: becaufe they, beeing 
nouriſhed in thisceremonious, and ſuperſtitious part of religion, 
fell themſclves into; ignorance.,, and fo, int many. quarrels arid 
noiſom Iaffs, - like the Prelates, anc growing dilloJute, another 
yluiping , another circumventing, kiiling, warring; as in France 
betweene the Kings and the Duks of Burgundie and other Prin- 
ces; InEngland betweene the howſes of yorke and Lancaſter,the 
Kings and Rebels: they had not a Gofpell truly preached toor- 
Jer and aw them : {© they could not ſce that all theſe errours in 
the Clergic, and indeede in themſclyes , came from altering the 
preſbytcrall goyernment , and givcing ſuch authority to Biſhops, 
who for theire owne ends were readie to {ide with any of them. 
© $0 Proteftants inother countries haye obſerved, that when 
the Palatinate was looſing, the churches in Germanic, France and 
other parts in greate miſcrie; yet the church of Prelates, & theire 
Lierents in England » did litle helpe them, bur rather __ 
ac 
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ſuch as would , ſiding with.the Dukeand others, charged by the 
parliaments, to praftiſe ſecretly for the popiſh pig » Or anew- 
rralitic, ynder colour — were conformable to the Engliſh 
diſcipline, and therfore roteſtants: bur at the beſt, that is in- 
decde, ſuch as the hierarchie bringeth forth; either newrers, of 
men of a mixed religion, partly popiſhin the hjerarchic, Canons 
and ceremonies, molt followed and mainkai and partly pre- 
ecſtant , in ſom points of faith , more" caldly:defended by the 
molt, who alſo ſeemed to thinke it datigerours to maintaine 
ancicnt and honeſt priveliedges, as free cleQions, free fpeaking 
and parliamentarie power 1n learching out , and reforming cor- 
ruptions in church and common wealth ; both the one and the 
other becing, by ſon faious , cunningly accounted a purirani- 
call zcale, and a trenching vpon the prerogativeof Princes: when 
indcede the prerogative , themſelves ſought to maintaine, Was 
only that of corrupt Prelates and favourits, who have abuſed 
our Kings with ſuch incenlings and whiſperings, as the proteſta= 
tions of the parliaments laboured to manifeſt, Ir is no needeto 
telt how they were prevented, or that thereupon greate diyifions 
followed both at that time and ſince, eſpecially in religion : The 
Prelates not enduring that the howſo of Commons ſhould medle 
with it, nor with the moſt notorious delinquents that did but fa- 
vour theire partic» who thus ſtrove to helpe and yphold one 
another , what eyer became of the caufe of Chrift at home or 
abroade. i 
Not to mention what boldnes and corruption this hath fince 
bred in other inferiour bodies and government. eA bile leaven 
leayencth the Whole lumpe. The french'and other” Proteſtants 
ſay theeſearc the fruits of maintaining the hicratchie 'and-cere- 
motiies which arc Popifh, and fo fcrve matiy for a cloak of pO=- 
perie,or trecheric,or Arminianiſme,or prevatication,or perſccu« 
tion, or newtralitic, or what a man will : whereby the Engliſh 
hauc beene broughtinro preate contertpt, their peace thug atal- 


ned, beeing ſcorned;as favouring of corryption,ot Newrralitc,in - 


Retigion,and as more helping to fuppor,then ruin Babylon;and 
her chiefc fort and wall ; the howfe' of Auſtria; arid as thus has 
& | | veing 
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veing ſoft theixe honour both 2broade and at home. The Bi- 
s could coyer all this,and turne the fault ypon the puritans, ' 


that would not flatter,as themſclves did. And yctinall this, like 


the Romariſts; they bluſter with the name, authority and wiſdom 


cf Chrifts Church, whether they be truly of it orthe world. 


FThenawe Church,if the Grzeke word be confidered frgni- 
fieth catusevocatus, a companie, or people, called out as Ilrael Coetus | 
out of Egypt , or men out of darknellc , ignorance, or worldli- FVOcatn, 
ncfle. How few are thus called out of poperic , temporilngand 
carthlineſſe 2 1 know divers Miniſters that have ſubſcribed are 
in all other things of the reformed Religion , and thorowly cal- 
led out of poperie , ſave onely that for feare of looling theire 
liveings,they dare not ſee one part of it,in the caſe of the hierar- 
chic things that are againſt the pieſbiteric : But conſider the 
Church of Enpland,as the Biſhops, that govern ir, accountir,in 
them(clzes and theice adherents, ina Synod , called the Church 
repreſentative, and maintaining theire power , cantons and cere- 
monies with the fruits and practiſes -of them , who can lay it is 
c&tus evocatws 2 Much lefle if you vnderſtand it of halfe a dozen 
ofPrelates thatareconrtiers,& in a manner ruling all,are follow- 
cd and flattered by- many temporiſing Clergie men , anda world 
of ignorant gentlemen and people. And what if one corrupt 
Biſhop get ito (uch favour as to rulcall the reſt, ſhall he like the 
Pope account himſcife the Church 2 Not onely all thefe i]! 
fruits, buc all thatare in theChurch of Rome came from altering 
that order of Biſhops which the Apoſtles lefr , by ſetting ono 
pre{byter of a greatccitie over the reſt , and giving him firſt alitle 
author ity,as Prefident of theire councell , and then alitle more, 
till he came to be accounted the (ole Biſhop of a diocelle. And 
therfore as cunning Clarks,as they make themſelyes,our ſaviour 
may in theſe caſes {zy of them, If you Were blinde,if ye did confelle Iob-9,48; 
your blindneſſe; if ye had nor the light of Gods word to ſhew it © 
to you, ye ſhould hawe no ſinne; But noW ye ſay Vee ſet; therfore your chap. 102" 


finne remaineth. He that entreth not by the doore into the ſheepefold, 


but climeth vp another way ,the ſame is athiefe and a robber. 1 amthe 


ke the 


doore.. As he is the word of the farther, that reyealcrh him), ſo is 


& 
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he the doore. If a man come with any other DoQrine then the 
word revealed, or enter by any other way to be a Paſtor, or 
Governour of the Church , then ſuch lawfull cletion and 
miſfien,as is ordaincd in the word ; if he enter by any other rule, 
oftice, authority, or title, then ſuch as the word alloweth, he is a 
theefe and arobber that commeth not but for to ſteale,a hireling,as the 
Phariſes were. They complaine of leCturers, as vnlawfull, yer 
none muſt complaine of them. Mep will not ſce theele things, 
Mat,13.15 This peoples heart ,laith he, 5s waxed groſſe and theire eares are dull 
of hearing , and theire eyes haue they cloſed &c. When Chriſtcom- 
meth he will diſtinguiſh the ſheepe from the goates, and know 
them by this mark,as hiniſcife ſaith. My ſheepe heare my yoice. 
If ye continue in my Word,then are ye my Diſciples indeede,my ſheepe 
indeede; otherwiſe not, This is as well true of them, that are at 
Synods,as at Sermons , both the one and the other beeing but 
conyenticles , if they continue not in the word , but teach or 

receive for doftrines precepts of men, 

A dioceſlan Biſhop would , likea player, ſceme to be that 
which hc is not , namely a Biſhop of the new Teſtament , when 
yet he makes them of none cfte& , and ſols an hypocrit by his 
office,onc that ſaith not againſt hims that would have preſbyters 
reſtored , this man is againſt Gods ordinance, but againſtths 
Do&trine of our Church,a cuſtom,or a canon of a councell,and 
therforean hipocrit: but if Chriſt, ſhall ſay to this vſurper depart 
I knoWy you not, I ordained no ſuch offices, no ſuch canons, who 
is then the hypocrit ? It is trne indeede that among the many 
orders of the Popiſh Religion, dioceſan. Biſhops and theire 
officials are the moſt ancient: and that ſecalar Pricſts , which 
anciently were preſ{byters,did before the Nicene councell differ 
litle from the preſbiters Chriſt ordained , ſave that Biſhops had 
wrunge moſt of rhe goyernment owt of theyre hands : but when 

' tooling power inexcommunication, they allo became ſubje&to 
the Biſhops, and ro be goyerned by theire Lawes , Rules and ca- 
nons,as they all by the Pope,they lefr and loſt Chriſts marke, & 
tooke on them the marke of the Beaſt : Burt then as they had 

made 
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pa the preſbiterie of none cffc&, ſo the Regulars ſupplanted 
cm. 

Thereare many orders of theſe Regulars or Monles , who, 
haycing obtained of Boniface 4. and others after him, to hayo 
the adminiſtation of the word and Sacraments , got the hearing 
of mens confcſlions , and by degrees ſtole from Biſhops and 
Prieſts all that reputation , which they had with the people , and 
became the ſtouteſt champions of the papacie in all the deſignes 
thereof, as is at large proved inPleſles his Hiſtorie of the papacie, 
progrefl. 51. &c. Theſe were the Auguſtines, Benedidtines, Ia- 
cobines , Heremits, Carthulians , bur eſpecially the Dowinicans 
and Franciſcans , Cordiliers , and Capuchbins , and laſt of all the 
Ieſuirs and fathers of the Oratorie : Theſe and others have all 
theire ſeverall Rules,and ſo are (cycrail Religions : Yet they all 
have the marke of the Beaſt : They all hold of him,and for him, 


notof Gods word, norfor it, And ſo: ye have ſcene alſo that 


Engliſh Biſhops and theire officials, Deanes , Prebends , Sub- 
deanes, Archdeacons, pettie canons and the like, doe not hojd 
theire authority and right in theite orders , to execute theire 


offices, from Gods word,but from other rotten principles ; and 
have taken them from the euſtom and authority of the Pope 8 


Church of Rome , or from a child , or awoman , Edward 6. or 
Quecne Elizabeth; 8& that to hold them vpon any ſuch humane 
authority, or to fay the word of God giveth leave ſo to hold 
them,is to change the truth of God into a lic, and to worſhip & 
ſerve the creature more then the creator. For of Chtiſts Teſta» 
ment they doe not, nor cannot, hold them. If they ſay from the 
Nicence councell , wee have (cene the weaknes of that hole in 
this perticular; and indeede that,as well many of the ancient , as 
of the later,councels haye in many things beene carried by mens 
private intereſts and practiſes , as appeareth , among other Teſti- 
monics,by an Epiſtle of Biſhop Iewcl , annexed to the Hiſtorie 
ofthe councell of Trent : and further that Biſhops had not then 
theire courts , and ſuch power as afterwards , and as they now 
have in England, where inthe Reformation, it was ſet ypip the 
ſame power the Popiſh Biſhops had enjoyed, if pot in greater, be- 
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emiſc they were freed from the tyratie of the Pops + and laftly 
that none of all theſe have the Teſtimonie of Iclus for theire 
orders , offices ard Rules : They are netof that Tewple , or 
Chucch milan whichTohn fawzbut of rhe owter coutt,though 
neeter the Tewmplec'and Altar then the Papiſts. For all that are 
of that Templchave the Feftimonie of leſus, as well for theire 
offices as Do&trines , which yon ſce none other haye but preſbi- 
ters, Paſtors , helpers and Deacous : Not excluding {uch Maje- 
ſtrates and people as are of the reformed Religion: theſa church 
orders and no other haye his marke , who when he is ready to 
re out his laſt plague 'on Babylon, and other cities faith, 
behold 1 come as a theife' : Where I thinke he mcaneth in that laſt 
plague againſt all Antichriſtian adverſaries, and inthe voyces, 


- thunders,the exceeding gw carthquake and haile, and the fall 


Luk.21,36 


of Babylon, which are of ir,accompanic ir, or follow ſoone after 
it, as Reyel. 2. Repent or elſe 1 will come vnto thee quickly , and will 
fight egainf them with the ſword of my month. For then it is thatthe 
Angel cticth, Batylon'the greate is fallen, us fallen , and is become the 
habitation of detils 8&c. 'Then Babylon comes in remermbrance 
before God to givehtr the 'eup of the wine of the firceneſſe of 
his wrath: and therefore he addeth , Bleſſed is he that watcheth and 
keepeth his garments, leaſt hr Walke naked,and they ſee his ſhame, that 
is in luſts and ignorance,or worſhipping the Baſt, or his Image, 
or receivihg his marke,in part or in whole. For they that would 
not doe this , though they may come into trouble for the wit- 
hefſe of Ieſas,and for the word of God, yet theſe ſeayen plagues 
take not' hold of 'thetn , they watch and are thonght worthy to 
tſcape theſe things ; they raigne with Chriſt, and have part inthe 


ev. x2 firſt reſarreftion. God: rherefore {cnds ys to ſee when this vial is 


powred out , or at leaſt to heate that yoyce , 7t is donne , or that 
Babylorris fallen, is fallen &c. Which ſceme to follow cloſe after 
the powring ou? of 'the ſcaventh vial that it may drive vs to 
tepentance before {uch lamentable iudgments fall on ys, at leaft 
onall them , who perraking with her in her finnes are ſareto 
recciyeof her plagues , a thing that is not enovgh regarded by 
—_— -_]þ]ﬀﬀ}_. 
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Chciſt alſo comes as athiefc in/the laſt day. And. then when 
he ſhall looke on: the ſoulcs of many, who baye had voices in Sy- 
nods,upon the ſoules of many « preacher , of :many..an officer, 
and many a hearer,and ſhall ſce there ig lictle jn themybuc the Ca- 
nons and ceremonies of the pretended church, and a reverent 0- 
ines of them,becaule of thcire pretended antiquitic; or if they 

ave knowledge and-zealein many other things (as the Papilts 
have in ſome) they withall bave zeale and ignorance in thee(c, 
and theire feare towards him hath beene taught by the precepts 
of mcn;doe you thinke he will ackewledge this for his —_— 
or that it may ſtand together with his  ( as ſome. thinke it, way 
in Papiſts, who hold theChriſtian faith and.truth- in many.things) 
and that he will not rather ſay unto them, who required theſe thing 
at your hands ? And not rather to abide inthe word.., and ſuſler 


heareth my yoice; he watcheth and Keepeth his garmenzs ;. that ye 
would not doc intheſe things, burpeaſeciated chemthaty haveing 
the matke and teſtimonie'of lefus, would have drawne youto it ; 
burye have mocked at theire arguments,aud rejoiced to.ſee them 
prohibited and trodden vnder foote , ſo wretched is the condi- | 
tion of many of the Prelates and theire defenders in Epg- 


land. \ | 


And indeede nothing doth more ſhew-the Rottenneſſo.of 
theice cauſe ," and that they are not of God,thentheire forbid- 
ding of bookes, written in defenſe of Gods ordinances,about 
the preſbiterie , and power he gave cach churchin election of 
preſbyters,cxcommunication,&c. wherein they have beene ſuch 


cruel adyerſaries,that they haye, by ſuppreſſing all bookes and 
preachers that doe bnt touch on theſe points, left men no mcanes 


of defending,or knowivg, the trath-in (uch-calcs like the Phir 


liſtins, who ſuffered not « Smith in the lund of Iſrael, ſaying » lea? 


the Hebrewes make them ſwords or ſpeares. T his thing alane ſhew- 
eth,that fo great ot , 3$ Biſhops haye in the church,can -not 


be of God,and k 


tir ſerveth chiefely to:fapprefiz the truth,and 


forbid the defenſe rheref in theſe thitigs//and-ir thoſe others; a- 


bout Gods free-grace in cleQos;Fre 


M2 


e will, peiloyerayce of the 


ſaints, 


your wayesto be reproved by it, for :eyery ane. that 15 of the rmnth 1 ig 5 


I Sam. 13 
I9y 
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faints,or any thing elſe thar eitherthey docnow,or may heitaf- 
ter prohibit in doctrine,diſciplinc,or ceremonics;as in like mans 
ner the church of Rome did in one thivg or other, rill at laſt ſhe 
became full of abhominartions and filthines:the firſt ſteps where= 
of were the eſtabliſhing and increaſing the power of Biſhops a- 
oainſt the preſbiterie,&cc. which gave them power to effect theire | Al 
pleaſaresin theſe and all-other things. About the yeare 400 @ | i 
conncell in Carthage did forbid to reade the bookes of the Gentiles, but | C: 
F allowed them to reade the bookes of the Heretiks 3 the Decree whereof | 1 

Hiſtor. of ;, amongſt the Canons colleited by Gratian. Th, laith a learned | © 

I * Amhor, was the fir# prohibition by Way of Canon : for in the church | it 

pi4mz Of Martyrs there Yras none. The bookes of Hereticks, containing doc» | 1 

trine;condemned by Conncels, were often forbid by the Emperonrs for | *: 

good government: So Conſtantine forbad the bookes of Arrims ; eAy- t/ 

cadins theſe of the Eunomians and Maniches ; Theodefins thoſe of t} 

eftorins ; Martinus thoſe of the Emticheans , and in Spaine K ing th 

Rigardus thoſe of the eArrians : But this is no warrant for Kings, | # 

or Prelates,to forbidthoſe.which are written in defenſe of the bi 
ipreſbiterie,orany of Gods ordinances. Ut ſufficed che Comncels 
Tdem, 41d Biſhops to ſhew what bookes contained damned or Apocryphal 

doftrine: So did Gelaſuw in the yeare 494. and went no further, lea= 
ving it to the conſcience to avoide them, or reade them to a good end. 
eAfier the yeare $00. as the Popes of Rome aſſumed a greate part of 
the politik government, ſo they cauſed the bookes,whoſe Authors they 
F "did condemn to be burned,and forbad the reading of them, Notwuth= 
Handing one fhall finde but few bookes forbid in this ſortztull this age. 
eMartin 5. doth in a Bull excommunicate all the Sefts of Here- 
tikes,eſpecially Wicklifsts,and Huſſues , not mentioning thoſe who 
reade theire bookes,though many of them went aboute. Lev.10. Con- 
denoning Luther, did with all forbid his books upon paine of excommu- 

- nication. eAfier Popes aid the like. The fnquifitors made ( ata- 

; logues of thoſe whome they knew. Philip King of Spaine Was the fir#t 
that gave a more convenient forme in the yeare 15 58, making @ law 
that the Catologue of bookgs,prohibited by fnquiſition , ſhowld be prin- 
red. JAfterthis example Panl 4 canſed an Index, compoſed by that 
CA nts aa Tinh hs oe 
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ched intd this: mimber , to deprive men of all meaues of knoWleage. 


1 to make meu 
inſenſible. So doe Engliſh Biſhops, who though they follow not 
the ſame forme , yet they vie another as rigorous and prevalent: 
They baye the licencing and cenſuring of bookes in theſe caſes, 
and fo are both Iudges and partics; they can (coffe ſuſpend, fine, 
impriſon;filence and degrade whom they plcaſe;yea men in theſe 
_ goe in jeopardie of theireliveings and lives : by which 
meanes , as by the weapons of their warfare, they muſt needes 


' obraine their cauſc,as the Romaniſts have theires;(o like are they 


in ſom things to Baby[on the mother of Harlots , and to thoſe 
Icwes, to whom Chriſt ſaith : Why doe ye not underftand my 
wy ſpeech * even becauſe ye cannot heare my Word , ye are of your fa- 
ther the dewill,and the ws "your father ye will doe : he Was a mur- 
therer fram the beginning,ana aboae not in the truth + he is a liar and 
the father of it. And becauſe 1 tell you the truth , ye beleeve me not. 
He that is of God heareth Gods Woras : ye therefore heare them not, 


becahſe ye are not of God. 


Indge therefore whether it be not with good cauſe, that ſom- 


Engliſh, who hold with the Geneva and french reformations, 
have ſaid that the E 2gliſh hierarchie, dominion , and practiſe of 


_ the Prelates,and many of theire canons,cuſtomes,courts,and ce- 


remonies,are popiſh,and a parte of the matrke of the Beaſt; not 
{o mnch in thoſe, who have of infirmitie ſubſcribed, vet doe not 
defend them,as in them that maintaine thr(c things, fcorne them 
that doe not,and will not (ec the miſchiefes that follow; that in 
theſecaſcs men can not withour great trouble freely ſpeake,or 
write the truth to convince them: that they bring forth popiſh 
fruits,flatterie, ſuperſtition,ignorance,non refidencie, ambition, 
prophane mocking,newtralitie, Epiſcopal tyranie , wicked poli- 
cies, Arminianiſme and the like 3 and that therefore they ought 
to be aboliſhed: That gheſe evills doe (o increaſe through theirs 
powcr and practiſes,that they may juſtly feare , that Chriſt will 


one day ſhew them to theice coſt, that this maintaining of them 


inſtthe reaſons and proofes 'of them that in the reformed 


churches hold the ordinances of Godzis not to fayour the things 


R-- --. M 3 that 
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that ave of God , butthoſe that ave of men; not to have the marks 


of God but rather that of the Beaſt: that at leaſt fomof them 
are in divers reſpe&s Popiſh,and rend to poperie 3 and that ther« 


fore, if to maintaine that they ought to be obeyed,, be neither 


dice&ly nor indirely to worſhip the beaſt , and his Image , or 
take a part of his marke, yet they have theire original , and firſt 
authority , from her, who taxing the offices and ordinances of 
Chriſt of inſuſficiencie for the goyernment of the Church , is 
the mother of fornications and abhominations of the earth , that the 
myſteric of iniquitic began ro worke in thele things, and when 
they are ytterly confuted or taken away , it will begin to ceafe 
working. Inthat theire laſt plague, this yoyce will be heard, /t is 
donne : That while Chriſt is thus ſpoken again in his officers 
and ordinances, the hearts of many ave diſcovered , that they ſtand 
not ſo much for the truth of God,as the traditions of men: Thar 
they in England , who make theſe things indifferent, innocent 
and trifles, doe cover with « coyertng , but nat of his Spirit , they full 
of wrath,doc not fayour the powring out of the laſt vial, much 
lefſe pray for it; though it bea greate mercie to his people , and 
'onely full of wrath, to his enimies : That the Kingdom of God 
and the righteoa(nes thereof, which all Chriſtians ſhould (ceke, 
doth ſuffer more prejudice' by ſuch temporifing and daubing, 
then by the malice of ſuch as are the profcſt enemies of religion: 
That they have hereby fo vpheld the power and rigour of the 
Pcelates, that men begin to crie out , that vnder colour of main- 
taining theice authority , they ſhake the defence of Religiou 
againſt Papiſts,and bring in the defenſe of Altars, Images, 8 ſuch 
preciſcnes in ceremonies , that wee are like to be coofoned pf 


 ourReligion,and looſe it in the fire of humane inventions, dio- 


ceſlan pow er,ſuperſtition,ayarice, ambition and perſecution , as 
by the ſame meanes, and the like, the Church of Rome loſtthe 
love ofthe truth, and was giyen over to Rrong delufjons to be- 
leevelics, vmo the everlaſting cuin of many millious of Soules; 


whichis an evill [o greate , and fo ſure a roote of all eyils, that 


the Church of England,and all the'Soules therein,ſhould rather 
ſecke to.preyent it by watchfulncs and due reformation,then by 


: mocking 


% 
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mocking and. ſeorning the reaſons of reformiſts , as groundles 
opinions,full of curiolitie, (chiſme and puritaniſime , to diſcoyer 
theire vwne ſhame , and Keepe the way broade tv her owne cor- 
ruption and ruin; or at leaſt to the corruption and defiruion of 
many thouſands of Soules,who livein the pale of that Church, 
and covering themſelves vnder the vaile of conformitie axe Po-= 
piſh, or newters , or meereCivil men, or Prophane , or pciſecu- 
tors,and will not be made to (ec, that in this manner the church 
of Rome began to be Babylon. 
And yetin the meane by her profperitie,and deliverance from 
heathen perſecutions, ſhe judged her ſelfe to be beloved of God, 
and that he was well plcaſcd, with the authority of her Prelates, 
tradirions, inventions and ceremonies ; as Philip King of Spaine, 
hardly cſcapivg a danger at (ca, ſaide, be was detivered by the ſinga- Hiftor: of 
lar providence of God to roote out Lutheraniſme , which he preſently y on —_ 4 
ſought to doe,as Englith Prelates thinke God hath longe prelerved of Trent © 
ther in theire pompe and power, to roote out reformiſts, called lib.z, pags 
uritans, and judge of the fayour of God toward them , & theire 417: 
ficrarchic and traditions , by the deliverances from the Marian 
erſecution , the Spaniſh invaſion, and the longe time of peace 
and-proſperitie they, the Church hath enioycd , when all other 
Churches have becne vnder the crolle..& ſtrong evidence, lay they, 
that God Was therewith Well pleaſed (which is the argumcnt of 
them that burnt incenſe to the Queene of heaven : for then , ſay 
they, wee had plente,and were Veil ana ſaVv no evill) Notconfides 
ring thatin the Spaniſk invaſion and the powder treaſon, the 
axe, for ſome finnes was laide to the ruote of the tree, thar 
though God , ſceing ſome in that Jand did ſecke the truth , and 
moutrne for the abhominations that were donne therein, did in 
mercie ſpare the ſame , yet his mercic and longe luffcring lcadeth 
to repentance : That Rome and Italic , from the time of Con- 
ſtantine to the inundation of the Gothes and Vandals, enjoycd as 
preate peace and plentic,and no doubt glorified her {:lfe therein, 


| that her hiccarchie , traditions and ceremonies , which then had 


not donne much more hutt to the Kingdom and truth of God, 


then the Engliſh now haye , were pleaſing to God , (ſeeing while 
PF i other 


Baſil, Ep1, 
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Epiſt, 10, 
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other Chnrehes were plagued, ſhe was at reſt. Athanaſius & Baſil 
travailing in the Eaſt , and groaning vnder the burden of the 
Arrians and other miſerics , writ to the Biſhops of Italic and 


France, 7t beeing impoſſible , (ay they, that they ſhould be ignorant of 


our miſerable eſtate , ſo well knowne through ont the world: Theres 
fore they redoubled theice letters , conjuring them to informe the 
Emperou of theſe troubles in the EaSt: from whome, and not from 
Damalus,they hoped for redreflc. But in the mcane, theChurches 
of Rome, Italie and France, beeing in proſperitie, neglefted 
theireafMlicted brethren , and were no comfott to them : For sf 
the «Anger of God, (aith Balil , continne ſtill vpn vs , what comfort 
Wilt the pride of the Weft afford v5? Who neither do knoW , neither yet 
will have the patience to be rightly informed of the truth of things &c. 

wee have , ſaith hz, venerable brethren ſet our eyes wpon you ; but our 
hope hath proved vaine : Fc. eAnd yet this thirteen yeares longe ds 
wee continue in this war. Which in effe& hath beene the com- 

plaint of the french and German Proteſtants to the Prelates of 
England, frem wheme they have found as litle pitic,and helpe in 

thcirediſtrefles : The arme is oft let blood to cure ſom part of 


r.Pet.4,r7 the body. If indgment, as it oft doth , begin at the howſe of Goa, 


Jer,3.10, 


Revy.1s, 
Chap. 3. 


What ſhall the end be of them that obey not the Goſpel? Therefore 
ſecing in the Engliſh reformation , many Popiſh things were left 
tam, ſhe hath cauſe to feare , it will be ſaide of her, as 
ſomtime of [adah : Yet for all this her trecherons ſiſter hath not tur- 
ned unto me With her whole beart , but fainedly , ſauth the Lord. But 
tet the Church of England therfore take heede,that ſhe donor 
now glorific her ſelfe as fooliſhly,as the Churches of Rome and 
Italie then did,and now doe , to (ay, f fit as 4 Queene , and am no 
Widdow and ſhall ſeeno forrow,or like Laodicea who. ſaide;l] an 
rich and increaſed with goods and have neede of nothing , and knew 
not that ſhe was Wretched, and miſerable and poore , and blinde and 
naked. When the laſt plague is ready to be powred out, Chriſt 
laith Behold 7 come as a thiefe : That is to judge and plagueſuch 
fecure ones : And indeede as now, fo in thoſe dayes, the Chur- 
ches of Italic were in greater pompe and' proſperitie , then any 
ether Chriſtian Churches , but withall theire feace toward God 
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Was more tanght by the precepts of men , there was more ſuper» 

ſition and Eccleſiaſtical tyranie ; therefore they were not more 
happy, but indeede more miſcrable,as the ſpirituall miſetic doth 
far cxecede the bodilie and temporall, 

Is itnor fo in the Churches of greate Britaine, in compariſon 
of other Proteſtant Churches ? 1 am afraide, that as in that Itas 
Hiatt caſe and reſt, there was a flood preparing for them , which 
foone brake out in the inundation of the Gothes and Vandals, 
and many ſtrong deluſions, wherein they ſtill remaine infecoritie: 
So there may be ſom other a brewing for the Churches of En- 
gland and Scotland : As Ican not conceive what they ſhall be : 
For that is a ſecret inthe power of God, who onely holdeth (ach 
ctps of aftliQion and puniſhment tn his hand, rempers them, & 
When he pleafeth mak<th a nation drinke the diegs of them - So 
E cannot fee how fuch evils ſhould pofliblic be avoided without 
a ſerious and effectuall repentance and reformation. Let nor men 
deceive themſelves to thinke', beraufe the Prelates preach ſome- 
good things, that therfore all both is, and wilt goe well enough, 

For ſo,you may be ſure, did the Prelates of Rome and Iralie in 

thoſe times: as Hierom faith, There is the confeſſion of Chri5t ; but Hiero. ad 
there is alſo ambition and tyranie. They had the knowledge of God Marcell, 
In mariy things, and taught it , but in matters of the preſbiterie, Viduam, 
and the contraries, Prelates, canons and ceremonies , they could 

tlotabide it; nor that Emperours and Princes ſhould come to 

the knowledge of it. They geered, ſcorned and perſecuted ſuch 

as laboured to bring them to that which was once delivered to 

che Saints: cunningly putting theire owne fault vpon theifead- 

vetlaries, making them hypocrits , filthie dreamers » \uch as Speake Tude.8.x1, 
evil of the things they know not, and are as Ide ſpcaketh, Clondes 12. 
Without Wwater,carried about with Windes,raging waves of the Sea,and — 
Wandring ſtars : Such as Cat) make a Man an offendowr for 4 word, Ifa, 29,21, 
and turne afide the juſt for 4 thing of nowght;and calling them here» 

ticks,or ſchiſmatikes; feerhed ro ſhew mercie to thert that they 

uniſhed thetn no rmiore, Bur theirs mercie was as 4 morning Hol, 5.4. 

cloude, . They ſacrificed to God of theire owne inventions and 5*6+ 

will woribhip: Bur,(aith he,7 deſired mercie,and not ſacrifice , and 

N | 


the 


Ier..15, 
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the knowledge of God more then burnt offerings : But they hke mey 
have tranſpreſied the covenant,there have they dealt trecherouſly with 
me. The talians docing it in matters of Ecclcbaſticall goyerne 
ment and traditions,it was the roote of all evils , ſpicituall and 
temporall. And is itnot ſo in England,and Scotland ? of whom 
God may alſo ſay, as ſomctim: of I{ract and Indah , Ephraim, 
what ſhould 1 doe vnto thee? O Judah what ſhould f doe wnta thee ? 

For thy mercie is as a morning cloud, as the early dew it goeth away 
I pray God that the churches of England and Scotland , beeing 

in linnes like theeſe, and indeede like thoſe of Iralic,in the times 
of Damaſus and Syricius , be not alſo like them in puniſhments, 
ſpirituall and temporall : and that as leremie ſaith,in alike caſe, 
becauſe they were not aſhamed When they had committed abhomina- 
tions,as in thele particulars of Biſhops , traditions, and ceremo- 
nics ; wherein though the voice of God have cricd both to the 
one and the other, Stand ye in the wayes,andſee and aſke for the 
old pathes, Where ts the good Way ,and walke therein,and ye ſhall finde 
re#t onto yourſoules ; and hath often by his ſervants proved the 
pre{birerie to be the old and good way : yet be it never (fo old, 
never {0 good, they ſay , non ambulabimus in ea , Wee Will not walke 
init, I baveconceived ſum hope of the churches and people 
of great Bcitaine,that they will ailo now at the laſt begin to leave 
the church of Rome in theſe things, which wer ak of her linnes 
(and theioote of themall ) leſte till perraRing with her in 
them,they alſo receive of her plagues : and therfoce I thought it 
my dutic,{o far as God hath enabled me, to doe mine endeavour 


' to make them ſcethe things that belong to their peace, The 


Lord of his mcrcie ſtir up and enable men to further (ſo nece(- 


 farie a workc,and grant vnto V5 that Wee beeing delivered out of the 
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hands of our ennemies , may ſerve him without feare z mm holineſſe 
and righteouſneſſe before hins all the dayes of onr life. Now unto 
him that is able to ds abundantly above all that we can af ke or thitike, 
according to the power that worketh in vs , wvnto him be glorie in the 
church by Chriſt Teſus,throughowt all ages world without end. = 


AMEN. 
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